Harriet Tubman PTA
12/14/2010 Meeting Minutes

Attendees: Amber Becker, Bonnie Hobson, Anna S. King, Mary Ann Henry, Kennitha Burks, Beryl Morrison, Sharon Wynde, Tom Woods, Cynthia M. Aaby, Kristin Atkinson, Toye Jones, Roslyn Cunningham, Rhonda Henderson, Eliza Henderson, Jyothi Gaddam, Melanie DeVet.

Meeting called to order by Sharon Wynde.

Agenda: Site council elections and PTA elections

Review: HTLAYW was formerly part of the Jefferson PTA and Site Council.  We are now electing our own, and having separate budget.

Site Council

*Site council will be made up of three parents, three teachers, one classified staff, principal/designees.  Students/community members will be invited and/or elected by the elected council.  The teachers/staff election is taking place next week.  

Members represent their designated groups (ie parents represent parents).

Election process for parent slots on council reviewed: Candidates filled out interest/background forms; parents/guardians will vote by mailed ballot, due date for ballots is January 5th, anncouments will be made by the end of that school week. 

ACTION: Melanie and Amber are compiling/counting votes, with assistance as needed from Sharon/Anna.

Candidates made statements:


For 2-year position: Paul Atkinson (represented by Kristen).  Roslyn. Jyothi. 


For 1-year position: Rhonda.

Question/Discussion: Can the council candidates be increased from the three slots? A: at this time it’s three parents on the council.  Once elected council is convened, one of their first actions will be to write/adopt bylaws, in which they could decide (with input from school community) to expand the size of the group.  Write-ins are acceptable.

However -- all parents/guardians, school representatives, students, and community members are welcome to meetings and to participate, even if they cannot vote.

PTA Business
Beryl Morrison, president of Portland Council PTA, gave a brief overview of local and PTA efforts to stem the issue of child sex trafficking.  Portland came up #1 in the nation in this issue.  Suggested the PTA get involved, and asked that Harriet Tubman PTA send representatives to upcoming parent training education event that will be held by local task force.  She will provide more information.

Bonnie stated that the school is already making plans to educate and discuss this issue with the students.

PTA elections: Voting took place, as announced.  

Candidates:

President: Melanie

Vice-President: Kennitha

Treasurer: Tom

Secretary: Anna

Call: Sharon called for more nominations from the floor; none called.

Reminder that only PTA members can run/vote in the election.  Confirmed that all candidates/voters present had become members.
Questions: From the floor, questions was asked about treasurer candidate’s financial management experience, which was described.
Financial question regarding signatories on accounts/auditing.  All PTA checks will require 2 signatures; there will probably be three signatories on the account.  The budget, checking account, and audit system will be set up once PTA is elected, but it’s anticipated audit/financial statements will be done monthly.  

Motion from the floor to elect the slate of candidates.

Toye so motioned.  Seconded by Rhonda.  

Ayes: all.  Nay: None.

Motion carried.

Other Items
Barnes and Noble book fair: Sharon thanked Toye and Roslyn for their participation.  School portion may be as much as $300.
Chinook books: sales are winding up and totals should be available next meeting.  Thanks for Amber for her work on this project.

Bonnie asked the PTA membership chair to talk to teachers and students about getting involved in PTA.  ACTION: She indicated that she will have a request to the PTA at next meeting.

Anyone can be a voting member in the PTA, just by joining!  And Engage Me has agreed to pay the $12 annual membership for those in need.
Finances: past money raised was included in a pool with Jefferson PTA.  

ACTION: Sharon kept very careful records, and is working with Bonnie to get those funds released to the new Harriet Tubman PTA.

NEXT MEETING: Decided that the 2nd Tuesday of the month is not optimal for many people; second Thursdays was proposed.  

ACTION: Bonnie will review school calendar to see if this works.

SUN Program: Melanie spoke with SUN Program coordinator, who is interested in presenting ideas at upcoming PTA meeting on potential programs for HTLAYW.  More info is pending.

SPECIAL THANKS were expressed to Sharon, without whom there would be no PTA at Harriet Tubman!
Meeting adjourned.

