Harriet Tubman PTA

1/13/2011 Meeting Minutes

DRAFT COPY – to be reviewed/voted on for approval at February 17th PTA

meeting

Attendees:  Melanie DeVet, Anna S. King, Tom Woods, Lucille Gauger,

Amber Becker, Sharon Wynde, Helen Doltoso, Tena Wamsley‑Pitka, Bonnie

Hobson (Principal) and Malloree Roberts (SUN School Coordinator),

Jyothi Gaddam

Meeting called to order by Melanie DeVet at 6pm.

President’s Statement: Melanie outlined her goals for her Presidency:

Seeing the work that has been done by prior groups of parents, sees

the power that parents to make a difference. Wants to get as many

parents as possible involved in PTA, committees, and subcommittees.

Also want to focus on marketing and the focus of the school as a 6 –

12 math & science, leadership academy.

Minutes reviewed: One minor correction.  In future, DRAFT minutes will

be posted prior to meetings so members have an opportunity to review

prior to meeting.

Motion to accept minutes/enter into record with one correction to name

spelling: Sharon

2nd motion: Lucille

All in favor; motion carried.

Future meetings time: Discussion on best night for PTA meetings.  3rd

Thursday of each month at 6pm seems to work for majority of

attendees.  Feb 17, March 17, April 21, and May 19.

Motion to amend standing rules to state meetings will occur 3rd

Thursday: Sharon

2nd motion: Anna

All in favor; motion carried.

Financial report, Tom: working meeting of PTA team has decided U.S.

Bank best option for our account.

Sharon continued to work with Jefferson to determine what HTLAYW funds

are (had been sent there in past).  Final number is $2813.88.  This is

from prior Chinook book and other fund raising. Sharon will let Bonnie

know when US Bank account is set up, and ready for deposits, and then

Bonnie will request that the funds be transferred.

In addition to prior funds, the December Barnes and Noble event raised

$321.84, current dues collected are $216 + three scholarship requests

in to Engage Me for memberships for total of $252.

ACTIONS: Tom and Sharon will open account.  PTA team will need to go

to bank to set up signature authority. Setting up budget will be

future tasks for PTA team once account has been opened.

Sex Trafficking Education Update: Jyothi

Parent training has been set up at Benson High School on February 3rd,

6:30 – 8:30, and February 5th, 9‑ 11am.  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to attend

and represent HTLAYW for the training.

More information will be posted to Google groups and Facebook.  The

trained parent would report back to the PTA.  Bonnie notes that Kathy

Smith is working with the Portland Police Department to facilitate

education for the students. Need to ensure the PTA/parent trainee is

coordinating with Kathy.

Discussion on using Google Groups, Facebook, auto dialer, and monthly

newsletter to share the information about the training.

ACTION: Bonnie will check on auto dialer parameters/limits.

School newsletter (monthly edition): Bonnie needs a parent volunteer

to help prepare the newsletter.

SUN Program, Malloree Roberts, Site Coordinator: There are a number of

after‑school programs already set up, but currently Mallory is only on

site one afternoon a week.  She and Bonnie are working on expanding

the schedule, which will allow more offerings.  Goal is to give

students meaningful activities after school.

Discussion on using autodial and school bulletin to increase awareness

of program/have more students involved, and on having  survey to

determine interests.

ACTION: Malloree will work on getting more students involved by

including announcement of activities in the school daily bulletin.

Principle’s Corner, Bonnie:

Site council elections results.  Two year positions: Paul Atkinson and

Jyothi Pulla.  One year position: Rhonda Henderson.  Teachers: Nyki

Tews, Katy Loewen, and (1 year position) Julie Coburn.  Bonnie will

act as administrator.  Classified staff person position TBD.

ACTION: Bonnie will work with council to set up meeting times.

Imminent items to work on: Marketing and school vision

Jefferson Program/Middle College (focus school): PPS information

meetings are taking place at Jefferson every Wednesday at 6:30pm.

They are explaining the new program and school attendance boundaries.

Jan 19, 26, and Feb 2nd.

Marketing: PPS and Bonnie have created a marketing flyer for the

school.  The flyers have been made by PPS, and they have photos of the

6 graduating seniors, and the two teachers that the seniors selected

(Mr. Jackson and Ms. MacCormack. The Jefferson and Benson ones (other

focus high schools in the system) have been sent out already.  Bonnie

is finishing a PowerPoint presentation on the school.

Bonnie wants PTA to set up a committee for marketing and requested for

parent volunteers to attend PTA meetings at other schools in the

Jefferson cluster as well as a few other schools in the area to

distribute flyers on our school and talk briefly about our school. It

was suggested that we also have someone visit SEI, which has a middle

school program, and several of the girls in our school have come from

there.  We have two audiences: eighth‑graders (coming into the high

school) and 5th students coming out of K‑5.

HTLAYW does not have the support staff of Jefferson/Benson for

marketing.  Parent involvement will be critical to our marketing

success.  NEED VOLUNTEERS.

Bonnie discussed marketing HTLAYW during this enrollment and transfer

process (which goes through 2/28 for High School applications and 3/11

for Middle School applications).  Bonnie would like to have a

gathering in the Spring with new families and existing school families

for everyone to be able to meet each other before the end of this

school year.

Parent information night at HTLAYW: Feb 3rd.  Hoping to see many

current families there to support and explain the program to potential

new families.

Bonnie will be visiting all of the Jefferson cluster schools, as well

as Sellwood, Mt. Tabor, Winterhaven, and some other schools who have

specifically requested that she come to talk about HTLAYW with

students.  She, or another staff representative from HTLAYW (Jennifer

Coomes or Katie Loewen), will be going to some schools at the same

time as Benson representatives, since they already have visits

scheduled.

Bonnie will need to determine whether to take students with her on

these school visitations.  Our students have done a good job of

“selling the school” in the past, but there is a concern about having

them miss classes.

It was suggested that we should distribute the flyers at neighborhood

retailers and other bulletin boards, such as at New Season’s markets.

Bonnie will contact the district to get copies of these flyers for

distribution.

Helen suggested that we consider purchasing an ad in Portland Parent

magazine.  This is a publication that a lot of private schools

advertise in, and it would be good if we could also advertise.  Helen

will investigate the cost of an ad in this publication.  We may be too

late to get into February’s edition, which is what we would need to

meet the enrollment deadlines, but it would be good information to

know for next year.

Bonnie commented that although the enrollment & transfer process

happens in late winter each year, it is possible for students to

transfer to another school during the school year.  This occurs

through a process called a “hardship transfer”.  We have enrolled

several students this school year through this process.

Sharon noted that the school’s name is inconsistent in the PPS website

(Jefferson Young Women’s Academy, Young Women’s Academy, and Harriet

Tubman Leadership Academy).  Interested parents have a difficult time

finding the school on the website as a result.  Bonnie commented that

she tried to find the school doing a “Google search,” and wasn’t able

to get the “red dot” webpage, which is the primary school web page.  A

Google search of other PPS schools does yield the “red dot” webpage.

Sharon will contact the PPS communications department to ask if the

district can be consistent with the school’s name on the website and

to see if it can be designed so that a search will yield the school’s

main webpage.

Bonnie attended a district meeting today, where she stated explicitly

that the school will remain open in the 2011‑2012 school year.  There

will be some questions from prospective families regarding the future

of the school.  Bonnie will have some conversations so that we can

have some consistent messaging regarding that topic.

ACTIONS: Parent volunteers needed.  Helen will investigate cost of ad

in Portland Parent magazine.  Bonnie will get extra copies of school

flyer for distribution. Sharon will contact the PPS communications

department re: school name on website/publications.

Melanie adjourned the meeting at 7:28.

NEXT MEETING: February 17th, 6pm, HTLAYW library.

