Writing scoring guide

	Category
	6-5
	4
	3
	2-1

	Ideas & Content
	Writer shares new understanding; is thorough, balanced, makes connections and shares insight
	Writer may share new insights; details are relevant but may be overly general. Topic is explained and explored
	Support and details are attempted but may be too general, off topic, or a list of events. Story may sound too much like another story or movie.
	Ideas are limited or unclear with insufficient details. Story may be too short to demonstrate ideas.

	Organization
	The narrative has an inviting beginning and satisfying conclusion. Paragraphing and connecting phrases make the story easy to follow. 
	The beginning and ending are at least one short paragraph. Ideas and details are in an order that makes sense.
	The beginning and/or ending are too short or obvious. Some parts are a little unclear. Paragraph breaks may not be in places that make sense.
	Beginning and/or ending is missing or too short. The body is too short and the ideas are unclear.

	Voice
	The narrative has a strong personal voice and shows liveliness, honesty, excitement, humor, or suspense.  The story is original and shows awareness of audience.
	A voice is present- the reader may glimpse the writer behind the piece. In places the story is expressive, engaging, or sincere; at times the writing is either too casual or formal and stiff.
	Writing that is too mechanical or too short to demonstrate a consistent voice.
	The writer does not seem interested in the topic or involved with the reader; the story seems lifeless and flat.

	Word Choice
	Words are specific, accurate and carefully chosen. Descriptive or figurative language creates clear images in the reader’s head.
	Words that work and get the meaning across with attempts at colorful language.
	Words are too general and not specific. There is not variety in the words chosen or the paper is too short to notice variety.
	There is little variety in vocabulary and some words may be used over and over.

	Sentence Fluency
	The writing is fluent and natural sounding. Sentences begin in many different ways with a variety of lengths.
	The writing has a natural sound, but is missing rhythm. Some sentences begin in different ways. Dialogue sounds natural.
	Some parts of the story are difficult and cause the reader to slow down or reread.  Some sentences begin in the same way. Many sentences are the same length.
	Many sentences begin the same way. Sentences are mostly the same, either short and choppy or long and rambling.  Overall the paper is difficult to read out loud.

	Conventions
	STRONG: Sentences end where they should with correct punctuation. Writing shows a higher level of punctuation (parentheses, semi-colons, colons, and different uses of commas). Spelling and grammar are correct.
	SOLID: Sentences end when they should. Spelling of common words is correct. Dialogue is punctuated correctly and capitalization is correct. Verb tenses correct most of the time. 
	ALMOST THERE: Some run-on and sentence fragments. Some common words may be incorrect. May e errors in capitalization, grammar, and punctuation within sentences. Conventions may be correct but paper is not long enough or is too simple to show solid skills.
	NEEDS EDITING:

Mistakes in end punctuation marks, spelling, capitalization, and grammar.  There are so many errors that the reader has a hard time figuring out what the writer is trying to say.


