Writing a Persuasive Essay
INTRODUCTION

Attention grabbing opener

Grab your readers’ attention with an interesting beginning, such as a thought-provoking question or a startling statistic.


Opinion statement:


Let your readers know exactly where you stand on the issue.

BODY

Reason #1


State the first reason that supports you opinion.  Arrange your reasons in an order that makes sense and strengthens your argument.


Evidence (fact):  Back up your reason with evidence – facts, examples, and anecdotes.  Be sure to explain how the evidence supports your reason.


Reason #2


Explain your second reason.  Remember that each reason must directly support your opinion statement.


Evidence (expert opinion):


Include expert opinions as evidence.  Expert opinions lend authority to your claims.

Counterargument: Consider why your readers may disagree with your opinion.  When you show your readers that you have thought about their concerns, they may take your opinion more seriously.


Reason #3 (response to counterargument) Use a convincing argument to draw your readers back to your side.

CONCLUSION 

Restated opinion:  Close your essay by restating your opinion confidently.  Leave your audience with the impression that you are right.

Taken from the Holt Elements of Literature site:

