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	An inquiry into  

 Who we are

An inquiry into the nature of self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; our rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.
	An inquiry into  

Where we are in time and place

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; of the relationship between and interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.


	An inquiry into   

How we express ourselves

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation for the aesthetic.
	An inquiry into

How the world works

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.
	An inquiry into

How we organize ourselves

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations, societal decision making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.
	An inquiry into

Sharing the planet

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and of the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.

	Pre-K
	Unit Title:  Meet Me
Central Idea
Each day is an opportunity to learn about myself and gain new skills

Key Concepts: 

Form, change, function, 

Lines of Inquiry:

How to make  needs met 

How to learn from others

How to grow and change

How bodies work


	
	Unit Title: To Be or Not to Be

Central Idea:  Performance allows for the expression of emotions.

Key Concepts: 
Reflection, perspective

Lines of Inquiry:

Characters and their roles

Performances for different purposes

Creating/ writing plays


	Unit Title:  Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds
Central Idea:    Understanding the sky helps in  knowing more about  the universe

Key Concepts: Function connection

Lines of Inquiry:

Identify celestial bodies

Effect of moon on the earth 

Use the moon and sun to tell  the passage of time


	
	Unit Title: 
Spiders, Love them and/or Let Them Be
Central Idea:  All creatures have a place in the order of our world
Key Concepts:  Responsibility, function, connection

Lines of Inquiry:

Learn parts of spiders’ body

Learn the spiders’ place in the world order

Exploring feelings about animals we do not like or are afraid of
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	K
	Unit Title: All About Me!

Central Idea: Humans change and grow in many different ways.

Key Concepts:

Form, Function, Change

Lines of Inquiry:

Physical, social and emotional characteristics;
Physical appearance;
Names of the parts of the body; 
Using the body; 
How changes affect the body and its abilities.

	Unit Title: How People Move and Live Around the World

Central Idea 

Transportation and shelter reflect the geography and culture of different locations.

Key Concepts:

Form, function, connection

Lines of Inquiry:

Types of homes;
How people get from here to there; 
Connections between the shelter and the environment; 
Connections between transportation and the environment. 

	Unit Title: Let’s Celebrate!

Central Idea:  People identify events through celebrations.

.

Key Concepts:

Form, function

Lines of Inquiry:

What traditions are; 
How and why people celebrate events. 
Related concepts:

Beliefs, cultures, values


	Unit Title: All Living Things Change

Central Idea:  

All living things go through a cycle of change
. 
Key Concepts:

Form, Change, connection

Lines of Inquiry:

Life cycles…. developmental stages of living things

Differences between living and nonliving things; 

How change alters the function of living things.

	Unit Title: Work and Play Together

Central Idea:  

Social structures enable us to work and play together (an exploration of systems and communities).

Key Concepts:

Form, function responsibility 

Lines of Inquiry:

Rules and routines; 

Purpose of rules and routines; 

Definition of community and being a member of one;
Reaching agreements. 


	Unit Title: Caring for our Planet

Central Idea:  

People use the resources of the earth in different ways. (Exploration of the responsibility of sharing the planet) 

Key Concepts:

Form, function, responsibility, 

Lines of Inquiry:

What resources are;
Use of resources;
Consequences of the way we use these resources; 

Using the earth’s resources responsibly. 

Related concepts:

Conservation, interdependence.
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	Unit Title: 

My Reach is Longer Than Ay Arms
Central Idea:  

Relationships form the basis of human interaction.
Key Concepts:

Form 

Perspective 

Function 

Lines of Inquiry:

Understanding relationships
A family looks different to different people 

Developing traits to support relationships
The role of friends 
Related concepts:

Relationships, Diversity


	Unit Title: 

Ch, Ch, Ch Changes

Central Idea:  

The world is constantly changing within us and around us. 

Key Concepts:

Form 

Causation 

Change 

Lines of Inquiry:

Growth and development of organisms
The impact of changes in time and place on personal histories.

The challenges of change

Related concepts:

Evidence


	Unit Title: 

Treasure Hunters 

Central Idea: 

What we hold dear (treasure) is an expression of feelings, values, beliefs, and culture. 

Key Concepts:

Perspective 

Reflection 

Function 

Lines of Inquiry:

People can find treasure through their actions.  

There are many ways to define treasure.  

How we express ourselves can show us something we treasure. 

Seeking treasure can take many forms. 

Related concepts:

Empathy, Transformation, Customs


	Unit Title: 

Inquiring Minds Want to Know

Central Idea:  

Understanding our world happens through the process of inquiry.  

Key Concepts:

Function 

Causation 

Connection 

Lines of Inquiry:

Approaches to problem solving-Cause and Effect
Simple Machines 

Inquiry and the impact on our lives

People who make inquiry their life’s work

Related concepts:

Evidence, Properties, Responsibility 
	Unit Title: 

What’s Your Community?

Central Idea:  

Systems support the many functions of a community.

Key Concepts:

Form 

Function 

Causation 

Lines of Inquiry:
Structure of a community

Function of a community

Comparing human and animal communities

Community types

Related concepts:

Consequences, Responsibility, Roles
	Unit Title: 

Animals, Tame and Wild

Central Idea:  

People and animals depend on one another.

Key Concepts:

Connection Responsibility 

Change 

Lines of Inquiry:

The needs of animals

Animals in danger

Animals in the wild and in captivity

Changing use of animals over time

Related concepts:

Habitat, Reflection 


	
	An inquiry into  

 Who we are

An inquiry into the nature of self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; our rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.
	An inquiry into  

Where we are in time and place

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; of the relationship between and interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.


	An inquiry into   

How we express ourselves

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation for the aesthetic.
	An inquiry into

How the world works

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.
	An inquiry into

How we organize ourselves

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations, societal decision making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.
	An inquiry into

Sharing the planet

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other  people and with other living things; communities and of the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.

	2
	Unit Title: Let’s Celebrate!

Central Idea:  

Traditions guide us in understanding culture.
Key Concepts:

Form, perspective

Lines of Inquiry:

Importance of sports in our country

Family celebrations

Different cultures/different celebrations


	Unit Title: From Near to Far

Central Idea:  Exploration leads to the discovery of new places and things.

Key Concepts: Connection, form
Lines of Inquiry: 

Exploring what is far away-space

Exploring what is unusual-the desert

Exploring what is close by—urban and rural communities

Related concepts: interdependence, relationships

	Unit Title: Express Yourself!

Central Idea:  

Creativity is a powerful tool to extend our ability to think, create and express ourselves.

Key Concepts:

Function, reflection, responsibility

Lines of Inquiry:

The value of creativity

How we demonstrate and enjoy our creativity

How creativity helps solve problems.

Ways of expressing ourselves.


	Unit Title: Change, Change, Change!

Central Idea: Change is constant in nature.

Key Concepts:

Change, form, function

Lines of Inquiry: 

Life cycle through growth and change.

Weather changes.

Perception of change through the senses.


	Unit Title: Team Work!

Central Idea:  

Making decisions depends on many factors.

Key Concepts:

Connection, responsibility

Lines of Inquiry:

Team work

Friendship

Rights and responsibilities


	Unit Title: Fair is Fair

Central Idea:  

Fostering community responsibility involves a variety of personal and social attributes.
Key Concepts:

Causation

Connection, Perspective

Lines of Inquiry:

Job responsibility within a community
Services and Goods to support a community
Community-based aspects of fairness and equity.
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	Unit Title: One of a Kind

Central Idea:  Personal beliefs and values shape the way we feel about ourselves and others.

Key Concepts:  perspective, connection, reflection

Lines of Inquiry:

Similarities and differences among people.

Exploring personal interests.

Personal significance of being an innovator/being first.

Related concepts:

World record holders

Personal achievements

Accomplishments of others.


	Unit Title: Experience Freedom!

Central Idea:  Freedom in different societies continues to evolve over time.

Key Concepts: 

Causation, connection, reflection

Lines of Inquiry:

Symbols of freedom 

Decision-making processes

Freedom of expression 

Consequences of freedom 

Related concepts:

Consequences

Behaviors associated with search for freedom.
	Unit Title: A Cultural Experience

Central Idea:  

Cultural and family traditions evolve for a reason.

Key Concepts:

Perspective, connection

Lines of Inquiry:

Different traditions can create different outcomes.

Traditions have different functions around the world.

Traditions evolve for many reasons.

Environment and places we live shape our family traditions.

Related concepts:

Personal, family and cultural traditions
	Unit Title: Changes

Central Idea:   

Changes occur all the time in the world around us and have a scientific explanation.
Key Concepts:

Causation, change, connection

Lines of Inquiry:

How can matter change form one state to another?

What are the properties of a solid, liquid and gas?

What external conditions affect the form that matter takes?


	Unit Title: Dollars & Sense

Central Idea:  

Exploring the function of economic systems can help us understand our world.
Key Concepts:

Function, Form responsibility

Lines of Inquiry:

History of money

Personal spending choices

Value of money in the mathematical sense.

Related concepts:

Different currency and money symbols  

Budget 
	Unit Title: Smart Solutions

Central Idea:  

Problems have a variety of solutions for both people and animals.
Key Concepts:

Responsibility, reflection, connections

Lines of Inquiry:

Animals adapt in response to problematic situations.

Solutions can have a variety of results.

Resources available for problem solutions

Factors involved in making a decision to respond to problems

Related concepts:

Environmental issues
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	Unit Title: Who We Are  

Central Idea: Endeavoring to meet human needs, societies have instituted human rights and responsibilities 
Key Concepts: Reflection, Responsibility, Perspective

 
Lines of Inquiry: 

What we (as humans) believe.
Human interaction

Forms of social organization.

Social organizations in time of crises
Related concepts:

Diversity
	Unit Title: This Too Shall Change
Central Idea:  Human migration is a response to challenges, risks and opportunities.  

Key Concepts: 

Causation, Change,

Perspective
Lines of Inquiry:

Reasons for migration. 

Migration throughout history. 

Effects of migration on communities, cultures and 

Individuals. 
Related concepts: settlement
	Unit Title: I’ll remember you forever
Central Idea Choices of role models reflect characteristics that various segments of society value. 
Key Concepts:

Causation, Perspective

Reflection
Lines of Inquiry:

Role models and why they are valued. 

Developing our own gifts, talents and interests. 

Using our personal strengths. 

Related concepts:

Self-fulfillment, influence.
	Unit Title: Beam Me Up Scotty
Central Idea:  Changes in matter create a broad spectrum of challenges for human societies and the environment.  

Key Concepts:

Function,  Responsibility

Lines of Inquiry:

Forms of energy 

Storage and transformation of energy 

Conservation of energy 

Renewable and sustainable energy 

Related concepts:

Transformation, conservation
	Unit Title: I ‘Ain’t Got No Money”
Central Idea:  The marketplace depends on the ability to produce goods and services that can be exchanged. 
Key Concepts:

Function, Responsibility

Connection

Lines of Inquiry:

Medium of exchange in various market places. 

Ethics of the market place. 

Interdependence of the world markets. 

Factors influencing the availability of goods and services. 
Related concepts:

Interdependence, supply/demand

Wants and Needs
	Unit Title: Help, I Need Somebody
Central Idea:  People worldwide face a variety of challenges and risks in their use and the availability of finite resources. 
Key Concepts:

Function, Reflection

Responsibility

Lines of Inquiry:
Challenges and risks associated with resource allocation.
Responses to these challenges and risks.
Structures created to respond to challenges.
Related concepts:

Equality, rights
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	Unit Title: 

Standing Up
Central Idea:

Complex factors contribute to the process of making decisions that have implications for others and us.
Key Concepts: 

Responsibility

Perspective

Reflection
Lines of Inquiry:

Factors that influence our decisions 

Decision-making processes for groups and individuals 

Impacts or consequences our decisions can have. 

Related concepts:

Choice, systems
	Unit Title:

 We Never Used to Do It That Way
Central Idea:  Past civilizations shape present day systems and technologies.
Key Concepts:

Causation

Change

Connection
Lines of Inquiry:

Aspects of past civilizations that influence us today.

Reason these surviving systems & technologies developed. 

Reasons why modern societies continue to use these systems and technologies. 

Implications for the future use of these technologies & systems. 
Related concepts:

Population, Settlement
	Unit Title: 

An Ode to Me
Central Idea:  

Rituals, traditions and artifacts provide a window into the beliefs and values of cultures.
Key Concepts:

Perspective

Connection 

Reflection
Lines of Inquiry:

The diverse aspects culture within and between world cultures.
Significance of rituals and traditions around the world.
Symbolic tie of artifacts to beliefs and values across cultures.
Influences of diverse cultures on societies around the world.
Related concepts:

Beliefs, Diversity


	Unit Title:

 Nothing Lasts
Central Idea: 

Technology and science have changed the path of human kind throughout time.
Key Concepts:

Function

Change

Reflection
Lines of Inquiry:

Nature of chemical and physical change 

Practical applications and implications of change in materials. 

Ethical dilemmas associated with manufacturing by-products 
Related concepts:

Conservation, Transformation


	Unit Title:  I Ain’t Got No Job
Central Idea:  

People adapt in different ways to changes in personal economic status
Key Concepts:

Causation

Perspective

Change
Lines of Inquiry:

How employment impacts families

How unemployment impacts families 

How families adapt to changes in employment 

Why unemployment occurs 

How we gain employment
Related concepts:

Equality, government, multiplier effect.
	Unit Title:

Yours, Mine, Ours
Central Idea:  

Sustainability is related to the health and stability of our environment.
Key Concepts:

Connections

Responsibility
Lines of Inquiry:

Interdependence within ecosystems, biomes and environments. 

Ways in which organisms are interconnected in nature.

Human interaction with the environment and its affect on the balance of systems. 
Development of sustainability
Related concepts:

Balance, biodiversity, interdependence.
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