GETTING STARTED WITH THE GALE DATABASES

In district, you do not need a password.  

Out of district, your username is Port and your password  is OSLIS.

Go to library.pps.k12.or.us.

On the right, choose “Research databases via Oslis.”

Click on “Secondary Student” or  “Secondary Educator”
Click on “Find Information”
There you will find multiple choices, many of them good, for your next step.  This is where you can access “Opposing Viewpoints” and “Informe! (Information in Spanish), for instance.
Use the center Gale Powersearch button for access to all databases.  
Databases with “onefile,” “resource center,” or in “context” in the title contain reference books, periodicals, and multimedia.  Databases that say “collection” are a subset of a larger one-file except for Discovering Collection, which has encyclopedias.

I recommend deselecting all databases and then selecting Student Resource Center – Gold, and Discovery Collection for a solid cross-searchable selection of databases.
Or, by selecting the Middle School and High School InfoTrac from the original “Find Information“ page, you will get a narrower search result but one that should be more than adequate.
At the top of the page, choose “Advanced Search.”  Using Advanced Search will always narrow your returns.  Rather than World War II, for example, try, World War  II + battles. (the abbreviation WW II will not work.)
Be sure to check results in the tabs across the upper right had side:  Magazines, Academic Journals, Books, News, Multimedia.  You can sort by “relevance” or “Publication Date.”  I would suggest having students start with the “book” results to get basic information and definitions from the encyclopedias and other reference materials.

Using the yellow star at the top right will allow you to bookmark pages.  If you would like your students to email you their articles, the plus sign in the orange box two over from the star will do that.

This should be a decent start.  I will be happy to consult further with each and every one!




Ms. Tighe, Teacher-Librarian, Roosevelt HS, Portland, OR
