
	

RISE UP FOR RIEKE!
Dear Rieke Families,
We are writing to address some of the challenges facing Rieke in the coming year.  You may have noticed that some programs we have previously taken for granted have been pared down, or even eliminated.  Unfortunately, given the budget crisis facing the state, the situation will be getting worse before it gets better.  Yes, this letter is about fundraising, but please read on!  It’s vitally important that we all be aware of the reality facing our school, and what we can do to address the situation.
There have traditionally been two main fundraising arms which have operated at Rieke:  
· The Rieke Foundation, which sponsors the annual auction and raises money toward funding a full-time teacher.  This helps maintain our smaller class sizes; and  

· The PTA, which pays for our technology specialist, our reading specialist, teacher grants, library books, and other programs and supplies needed by the school.
In previous years these organizations have typically raised over $100,000 total, but the amount has been steadily declining.  This year we are on track to raise only $70,000, at the same time as we anticipate district-wide cuts in PPS funding.  Classroom teachers and student services are impacted when District funding decreases. Clearly this poses a major shortfall, and leaves Rieke vulnerable to deficits in programming and possible increases in class size.
If we hope to maintain the standard of excellence we have come to expect from Rieke, we will have to be proactive.  What does that mean?  Contribute what we can to the school!  The Foundation and the PTA have joined together in an effort to raise at least $50,000 this spring in our RISE UP FOR RIEKE CAMPAIGN!  We have determined that $50,000 is the minimum amount needed just to maintain the level of staffing and programs the PTA and Foundation currently support and doesn’t make up for any additional cuts that may come from PPS for next year.  We are not asking any family to undergo a hardship to give to the school during these difficult economic times, but every little bit truly does count.  We welcome and deeply appreciate anything you can give!
We all cherish the sense of community and support we experience at Rieke.  We have a unique, wonderful school that is unlike any other in Portland.  Please join in this effort to keep Rieke the special place that it is, and provide our children the education and programs they deserve.  Checks may be mailed in the attached return envelope or dropped in the Rise Up For Rieke box in the school office.  We are working on the ability to accept credit cards and PayPal. (More details to follow)
To learn more about how money is raised and spent at Rieke, please visit the PTA website at:   http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/rieke/213.htm
To have a say in how the money is spent, please participate in the PTA Survey http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/H595GLR  and/or come to the PTA meetings in March and April, where this will be a key topic of discussion.
Thank you in advance for your contribution and your involvement in the process.  If you have any questions, comments or ideas, please do not hesitate to contact any of us.	
Sincerely yours,					
							The “Rise Up For Rieke” Team
Sharon Meieran (smeieran@yahoo.com)					Dick Hausken (dhausken@aol.com)
Anne Eddy (aeddy@cascadecs.com)						Michael Reunert (michael.reunert@comcast.net)
Jean Hinkley (jeanh@grand-benedicts.com)				Melissa Sanders (melsand40@gmail.com)
Kathy Brooks (kbrooks@integra.net)				Kelly Laboe (kelon11@yahoo.com)
Ruth White (ruthw1023@aol.com)
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