Rieke School PTA

General Membership Meeting

February 8, 2011
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Presiding Officer Dick Hausken at 7:00 PM.

Attendees

Dick Hausken (President), Wendy Lear (Treasurer), Curtis Roth (Secretary), Andrea Porter (Principal), Ruth White, Sharon Scheurer, Michael Reunert, Jeff Dobbins, Susan Jewell, Jamie Reposky, Scott Eddy, Anne Eddy, Nellie McCarthy, Erin Barnett, Kathy Brooks, Linda Austin, Cathy Biber, Christina Geist.
.

Approval of the Minutes
The minutes were approved as written.
Financial Report

Wendy Lear presented the Financial Report. The current budget is significantly lower than last year, says Dick. We have a reserve of about $25k if we sustain the current level, says Wendy.
Principal’s Report
Andrea Porter summarized the statistics on projected incoming kindergartners for next school year. There may be either two or three classes of kindergartners next year, depending on the available FTE and number of students. Andrea will have a clearer knowledge of how many teachers we’ll have in April. Volunteers are needed to watch the intersection at Bertha and Vermont during pickup and dropoff times. Twenty-four Lewis & Clark Students are helping teach at Rieke. 
Volunteer, Fundraising and Event Coordinators’ Reports

Several officers (Melissa Sanders, Tania Giger and Naomi Cohen) are absent due to illness.

Scrip Program

Cathy Biber spoke in support of participating in the Scrip Program. Discussion ensued about venues to sell scrip, including the Book Fair, the Art Fair and the Science Fair. Cathy noted that she can take orders informally over the phone as well as using the order form. Cathy is also hoping for someone to gradually learn the duties she’s been performing, especially someone with marketing ideas and skills.
PPS Bond Measure – Phone Bank

Dick noted that 15 to 20 folks are needed to help call in support of the Bond Measure. Erin Barnett, parent of a kindergartner, suggested that Bobby Reagan be approached to present info on the Bond at a PTA meeting. Dick also noted that the Bond Measure is for facilities improvements, and that the Legislature is looking at a new Local Option Levy for five years to support maintaining teacher numbers.
New Business

Dick discussed the expected deficit this year, and a need to work to increase funding this spring. The phrase, “Rise up for Rieke”, was used. He noted that we’ve got about a $30k gap this year. We have a letter to send to parents being drafted, requesting donations to fund the classroom teacher, reading specialist, technology specialist, and teacher grants. Hopefully, about $50k will be raised. Ruth White suggested that the results of the auction need to be shared more widely. Dick presented an overhead that summarized that about $33k was netted from the Auction. Ruth noted that she wants to be able to provide direction for how the PTA’s money is spent. Discussion ensued on the importance of giving the Rieke community information on how their money is being spent. Michael Reunert pointed out that we have to start fundraising now, and that we need to solicit input on what parents want to see the PTA funding be used for. Susan Jewell noted that flexibility on spending is important, abiding by priorities that the parents have chosen. Next meeting we’ll nominate officers. We need to form a nominating committee, made up of people who aren’t current board members. Michael Reunert mentioned that the Hillsdale Neighborhood Association was talking about how to involve the community in the local schools. The Hillsdale Main Street organization will have a family-friendly event this Thursday evening – details to follow on an email blast.
Calendar/Announcements

Rieke Science Fair is April 7. The Art Fair is May 1. . 
Next PTA meeting is March 15, 2011.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 PM.

Respectfully submitted 

Curtis Roth, Secretary

