Course Descriptions

(*Denotes ODE Course Descriptions)

*1001 English/Language Arts I (9th grade) 
  English/Language Arts I (9th grade) courses build upon the students' prior knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, word usage, and mechanics of writing, and usually include the four aspects of language use: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Usually, the various genres of literature are introduced and defined, with writing exercises often linked to reading selections. 

*1002 English/Language Arts II (10th grade) 
  English/Language Arts II (10th grade) courses usually offer a balanced focus on composition and literature.  Typically, students learn about the alternate aims and audiences of written compositions by writing persuasive, critical, and creative multi-paragraph thematic essays and compositions.  The study of literature encompasses various genres as students improve their reading rate and comprehension and develop the skills to determine authors' intent and theme and to recognize the techniques employed by the author to achieve the goal. 

*1003 English/Language Arts III (11th grade) 
  English/Language Arts III (11th grade) courses continue to develop students' writing skills, emphasizing clear, logical writing patterns, word choice, and usage, as students write essays and begin to learn the techniques of writing research papers.  Students continue to read works of literature, which often form the backbone of the writing assignments.  Literary conventions and stylistic devices may receive greater emphasis than in previous courses.  Preparation for the PSAT may be included. 

*1004 English/Language Arts IV (12th grade) 
  English/Language Arts IV (12th grade) courses blend composition and literature into a cohesive whole, as students write critical and comparative analyses of selected literature.  Typically, multi-paragraph essays predominate as the form of student composition, but one or more major research papers may also be written. 

*1005 English/Literature (lower level) 
  English/Literature (lower level) courses are designed for freshmen and/or sophomores and typically introduce two or more genres of literature (novel, short story, poetry, and so on).  Exploration of each genre's literary elements; determination of theme and intent; and vocabulary and semantics are often included as part of the course content.  Writing assignments may be required as an additional method to improve understanding and comprehension. 

*1007 English/Composition (lower level) 
  English/Composition (lower level) courses are designed for freshmen and/or sophomores and build upon previous writing skills.  These courses seek to develop the writing processes and practices necessary for producing successful high school compositions.  Students typically learn to write persuasive, critical, and creative multi-paragraph thematic essays and compositions.  Literature may be studied as an accompaniment, to expose students to exemplary illustrations of various forms of writing. 

*1009 Language Arts Laboratory 
  Language Arts Laboratory courses provide instruction in basic language skills, integrating reading, writing, speaking and listening while placing great emphasis on individual student progress.  Course content depends upon student abilities upon entrance into the course, and may include vocabulary building, spelling and grammar, writing and composition, reading silently or aloud, and improving listening and comprehension abilities.  Language Arts Laboratory courses may or may not be taught in a laboratory setting or resource center. 

1401 Health Education 
  Topics covered within Health Education courses may vary widely, but typically include personal health (nutrition, mental health and stress management, drug/alcohol abuse prevention, disease prevention, and first aid) and consumer health issues.  Brief studies of environmental health, personal development, and/or community resources may also be included. 

1402 Health and Fitness 
  Health and Fitness courses combine the topics of Health Education courses (nutrition, stress management, abuse prevention, disease prevention, first aid, and so on) with an active fitness component (typically including aerobic activity and fitness circuits) with the intention of conveying the importance of life-long wellness habits. 

*1703 Physical Science 
  Physical Science courses involve the study of the structures and states of matter.  Typically (but not always) an introductory survey course, topics covered may include forms of energy, wave phenomenon, electromagnetism, and physical and chemical interactions. 

*1711 Biology​ First Year 
  Biology ​First-Year courses are designed to provide information regarding the fundamental concepts of life and life processes.  Topics covered include (but are not restricted to) cell structure and function, general plant and animal physiology, genetics, and taxonomy. 

*2011 Resource Center Math 
  Taught in a resource center or laboratory setting where the emphasis is on individual student progress, Resource Center Math includes the study of general math topics, such as arithmetic using rational numbers, numeration systems and place value, basic geometry, and basic statistics.  These courses also apply these skills to real world problems and situations. 

*2012 Basic Math 
  Basic Math courses emphasize attainment of basic math skills for students who have not yet mastered these skills.  Basic Math includes the study of general math topics: arithmetic using rational numbers, numeration systems and place value, basic geometry, basic statistics, and application of these skills to real world problems and situations. 
  Enhancement topics: area, perimeter, and volume of geometric figures, ratio and proportion, estimation, and formulas. 

*2013 General Math 
  General Math courses reinforce basic math skills for students who have previously attained them, and extend these skills to further applications and concepts.  General Math includes the study of general math topics, such as arithmetic using rational numbers, basic geometry, basic statistics, and application of these skills to real world problems and situations. 
  Enhancement topics: area, perimeter, and volume of geometric figures, congruence and similarity, angle relationships, the Pythagorean theorem, the rectangular coordinate system, sets and logic, ratio and proportion, estimation, formulas, solving and graphing simple equations and inequalities (i.e., linear equations in one variable), and operations with real numbers. 

*2021 Pre-Algebra 
  Pre-Algebra courses are generally intended to provide an extra year of study for students who have attained general mathematics objectives but are not yet ready to enter Algebra I.  Pre-Algebra covers a variety of topics, such as properties of rational numbers (i.e., number theory), ratio, proportion, estimation, exponents and radicals, the rectangular coordinate system, sets and logic, formulas, and solving first-degree equations and inequalities. 
  Review topics: arithmetic using rational numbers, basic geometry, and basic statistics. 
  Enhancement topics: operations involving real numbers, evaluating rational algebraic expressions, graphing first-degree equations and inequalities, translating word problems into equations, polynomial operations and factorization, and solving simple quadratics. 

*2031 Algebra I 
  Algebra I courses include the study of properties and operations of the real number system; evaluating rational algebraic expressions; solving and graphing first degree equations and inequalities; translating word problems into equations; operations with and factoring of polynomials; and solving simple quadratic equations. 
  Review topics: ratio and proportion, operations with sets, simplifying radical expressions, operations with exponents, and solution of simple linear equations. 
  Enhancement topics: field properties and theorems, set theory, solving systems of linear equations and inequalities, and solving and graphing more complex quadratic equations. 

*2041 Algebra II 
  Algebra II course topics include field properties and theorems; set theory; operations with rational and irrational expressions; factoring of rational expressions; in-depth study of linear equations and inequalities; quadratic equations; solving systems of linear and quadratic equations; graphing of constant, linear, and quadratic equations; properties of higher degree equations; and operations with rational and irrational exponents. 
  Review topics: operations involving real numbers, evaluating rational algebraic expressions, solving and graphing first degree equations and inequalities, operations with and factoring of polynomials, and solving simple quadratics. 
  Enhancement topics: the complex number system; polynomial, logarithmic, and exponential functions, relations, and their graphs; conic sections; elementary probability and statistics; matrices and determinants; sequences; and series. 

2723 Early U.S. History 
  Early U.S. History courses examine the history of the United States from the colonial period up to the Civil War or Reconstruction era.  Some courses include American history prior to European settlement; others may begin study at the formation of the new nation.  Political, military, scientific, and social developments are typically included as part of the historical overview. 

*2724 Modern U.S. History 
  Modern U.S. History courses examine the history of the United States from the Civil War or Reconstruction era (some courses begin at a later time period) through the present time.  Political, military, scientific, and social developments are typically included as part of the historical overview. 

*2707 Modern World History 
  Modern World History courses provide an overview of the history of human society in the past few centuries​ from the Renaissance period, or later, up to the contemporary period​ exploring political, economic, social, religious, military, scientific, and cultural developments. 

Art
Students create, present and perform works of art, apply the use of ideas, techniques and problem solving to the creative process and analyze the influence that choices have on the result. Students will express ideas, moods and feelings through the arts and evaluate how well a work of art expresses one’s intent. Students will become acquainted with evaluating one’s own work, orally and/or written. Respond to works of art and give reasons for preferences.

Physical Education

The purpose of this course is to provide the knowledge and skills our students need to understand the values of physical activity and its contribution to a healthful lifecycle.  Students will demonstrate proficiency in a variety of physical activities.  The course includes units in team/individual sports, personal fitness, sports education and Fit for Life activities.  The goal of physical education is to have students make choices that will assist them in keeping physical activity part of the lifecycle.
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