[bookmark: _GoBack]Name:_____________________________________ Date:____________

CRITICAL EVALUATION OF A WEB SITE (for use with “Googled” sites, and other search engines; not databases)

1. What type of connection do you have to the Internet? (if you aren’t sure, leave this section blank)
 ___ Dial-Up connection
 ___ Direct connection: 56K, DSL, T1, T3, Broadband/Cable, Other:_________
 ___ Wifi connection (3G, 4G, etc.)

2. What web browser are you using? (Firefox, Safari, Explorer, etc.)__________________________________

3. What sort of device are you using to browse the net? (desktop, laptop, iPhone, iPad, other handheld device, etc.) __________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the URL (address) of the web page you are evaluating?
http://______________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the name of the site? _________________________________________________________

6. Rounding to the nearest minute, about how long did you spend in locating this source? ___________________

7. About how many different search terms did you try before you found this source? ________________________

Part 1: Technical and visual aspects of the page
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the yes or no column for each.
     YES 	     NO
1. Does the page take a long time to load?1.
2.

3.
4.
4a.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.
11.

12.
12a.
12b.



2. Do pictures or photographs supplement the information?

3. Is the spelling correct on the page?

4. Are there headings and subheadings on the page?
• If so, are they helpful?

5. Is the page webmaster or author obviously visible? (usually located on the bottom)

6. Is the author or webmaster's e-mail address/contact info. included?

7. Is the format a standard one and compatible with your browser?

8. Is there a site map included on the page?

9. If you have graphics turned off, is there a text alternate to the images?

10. On supporting pages, is there a link back to the home page?

11. Are the links clearly visible (off-set color scheme) and annotated or explanatory?

12. Are there multimedia files on the page? (images, sound, video)
• If so, can you be sure that a file is an original primary source?
• If you're not sure, should you accept the information as valid for your purpose?

Summary of Part One
Using the data you have collected above, write a short statement explaining why you would or wouldn't recommend this site to a fellow student for use in a project. ____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Part 2: Content
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the yes or no column for each.
For some questions, you may need to write in a short answer instead.
  YES 		NO
1. Is the title of the page indicative of the content?1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.
8a.

9.

10.
11.

12.

13.



2. Is the purpose of the page indicated on the home page? (look for “statement of 
purpose,” “mission,” or “about”)

3. When was the web page/document created, or last updated?

4. If there is no date, is the information current?

5. Does currency of information matter for your purpose?

6. Is the information the most useful for your purpose?

7. Would it have been a wiser choice to get the information somewhere else?

8. Would information from an alternative source have been different?
• Why or why not? _________________________________________________

9. Did the information lead you to other sources, (both print and web) that were useful?

10. Is a bibliography of sources included?

11. Does the information appear biased? (subjective, critical of opposing views, etc.)

12. Does the information contradict something you found somewhere else?

13. Do most of the pictures supplement the content of the page?

Part 3: Authority
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the yes or no column for each.
For some questions, you may need to write in a short answer instead.
                                                                                                                                                      YES	            NO
1.

2.
3.


4.


5.

6.
6a.

7.
7a.

8.

1. Who created the page?___________________________________________________

2. What organization is the person affiliated with? ________________________________

3. Is the page trying to sell you something? If there are any ads at all on the page, 
then mark “yes.”

4. Can you tell if other experts in the field think this is a reputable page? (Has the site won
awards, or tagged with an indicator that it is from “the best of the web?”)

5. Does the domain of the page (.edu, .com, .org, .gov) influence your evaluation? (it should)
Write in the domain of your page ________________

6. Are you positive the information is valid and authoritative?
• What can you do to validate the information?______________________________

7. Are you satisfied the information useful for your purpose?
• If not, what can you do next?___________________________________________

8. If you do a search on the creator of the page, do you find additional 
information that shows the web page author is an expert in their field?

Final Accounting:
Are you absolutely positive this was the best choice of sources for your topic? ___________________________
