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From The Principal

NO SCHOOL TOMORROW, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8TH
LATE OPENING WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13TH
Dear Ockley Green Families-

October is here and we are ready for the second month of school. Thank you to all parents who attended our open house last week. If you have not signed up for November parent/teacher conferences, please contact your child’s teacher and do this as soon as possible.

During Open House, one topic I talked about was our School-Wide Title 1 Program. One part of our Title 1 program includes having more leveled reading and math classes to meet the needs of our diverse learners. We are working to implement these classes across our school program to increase student achievement.

Please help me welcome Kari McGee and Tonya Roe as the newly elected parent members of the Ockley Green Site Council. School site councils have a variety of duties within a school program. Some of these duties include: engaging our school improvement plan, support K-8 academic achievement, and building consensus with our Parent Teacher Organization committees and other community partners.

As a staff, we are excited about some new programs that have been added to Ockley Green. Some of these programs are designed to improve our school community and enhance our arts program. Here is a concise description of the programs we are now offering.

ENVoY stands for Educational Non-Verbal Yardsticks. It is a systematic approach to using non-verbal skills to manage students with influence rather than power. Educator and founder of ENVoY, Michael Grinder, observed over 5,000 classrooms and recognized 7 patterns of non-verbal skills teachers who had excellent classroom management used. He noted when these 7 skills, which he named the 7 Gems of ENVoY, were used, students responded immediately and positively to the teacher’s non-verbal requests. We are receiving ongoing training in ENVoY to help us successfully implement these concepts in our school.

The Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) uses art to teach thinking, communication skills, and visual literacy to young people. Growth is stimulated by three things: looking at art of increasing complexity; responding to developmentally-based questions; and participating in group discussions that are carefully facilitated by teachers. Visual Thinking Strategies research shows it produces growth in student’s artistic thinking, and that other cognitive operations also grow in a relatively short time- specifically, observing, speculating, and reasoning on the basis of evidence. These skills have been documented as transferring from art viewing to supporting reading and writing understanding as well. Visual Thinking Strategies is a K-8 art program.

Playworks is another program that has been added to Ockley Green. Playworks is the only nonprofit organization in the country to send trained, full-time coaches to Title 1 schools, urban schools, where they transform recess and play into a positive experience that helps kids and teachers get the most out of every learning opportunity throughout the school day. These coaches become part of the school community, working full-time to provide organized play and physical activity. They organize games and activities during recess, provide individual class game times and run a leadership development program during school hours. They also run Playworks tutoring and physical activity programs and developmental sports leagues during after school hours.

We have a new program to acknowledge student success. It is called our Monthly Awards Assembly. Each month will have a theme for the assembly. Our first Awards Assembly will be on Friday, October 15th. One assembly will happen at 1:20PM and the other at 2:15PM. More information will be coming your way.

Next week, we will have a Talented and Gifted (TAG) Parent Meeting in the library on Thursday, October 14 from 5:30PM-6:30. If you are interested in learning more about TAG or if you have a student who has been identified as Talented and Gifted you should attend.

Please remember that Friday, October 8 is a Statewide In-service Day and there will be no school for students. Also, on Wednesday, October 13 we will have another late opening day. Breakfast will begin at 10:20 AM and school starts at 10:40 AM.

Take Care,
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Parent-Teacher Conferences

We will have Parent-Teacher Conferences on November 22 and 23. Parent-Teacher Conferences provides you with time to meet your child’s teacher(s) and understand your child’s academic and social progress. This is one of the most important meetings you will have regarding your child’s education this year. Please do not miss this opportunity to be involved in supporting your child’s learning. Students will NOT have school the week of November 22.  Conferences will be all day Monday and Tuesday with evening conferences beginning at 5:30PM both days. Please make sure you have signed up for a conference. Check with your child’s teacher for an available conference time if you have not signed-up.

Flu-Like Illnesses

Here are some ways the Multnomah Education Service District suggests to protect your family:

· Teach your children to wash hands a lot with soap and water for at least 20 seconds each time. Be sure to set a good example by doing this yourself. Hands should always by washed:

· Before eating or drinking

· After coughing, sneezing or using facial tissues.

· After using the toilet or changing diapers

· Wash your hands before touching your face, especially before touching your eyes, face or nose.

· Teach your children to cover coughs and sneezes with tissues or by coughing into the inside of the elbow. Be sure to set a good example by doing this yourself.

· Teach your child to stay at least three feet away from people who are sick. This means at least three “giant steps” away.

· Teach your children not to share food, drink, or other personal items (such as lipstick) with others

· Keep sick children at home. Do not send them to school. If they become sick at school, you will be called and asked to pick them up. Make sure your emergency phone numbers are up to date. Plan now for sick childcare.

· People who are sick should stay home from work or school and stay away from other people until they are free of fever for 24 hours (without the use of fever reducing medications like acetaminophen and ibuprofen) and are feeling better.

BUS ZONE
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Please remember not to park in the bus zone before or after school. Our school resource officer expressed that drivers will be ticketed in the future if illegal parking in the bus zone continues.  Also, Please be courteous to our neighbors and DO NOT BLOCK DRIVEWAYS.
ATTENDANCE AND TARDINESS
We want to provide your child with a solid education. However, we can not provide our children with the best education possible if they are not regularly attending school or late when they do attend school. Academic subjects like reading or math are often taught at the beginning of the day. If students are tardy to class they miss key concepts of the lesson and this loss can impact their understanding.

SCHOOL START TIMES
Reminder!! There is no student supervision before 8:15 am.  No student should arrive at Ockley Green before 8:15 or they will be sent back home.  We do not provide supervision before 8:15, it is a safety issue.  We are sorry for any inconvenience.

AFTER-SCHOOL

Some students are not being picked-up after school in a timely manner. Please make arrangements for your student to be picked-up on time at the end of the day. 
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SCHOOL PICTURES 
Mark your calendar! Picture Day is coming Tuesday, October 26th. Look for more information on your child's Picture Day flyer / order form. Visit Lifetouch.com for clothing suggestions, online payment details and more.
MOVIE TICKET SALE
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Ockley Green is still selling movie tickets for $9.00.  There are still 9 movies to see which makes the movies $1.00 each.  That is still a bargain.  You can buy the tickets before or after school from MayAnn Kennedy (Safety Patrol Coordinator) or during the day from Tanya in the office.
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Join the Ockley Green PTO for an evening of entertainment at

Family Movie Night.

The movie will be

Shrek the Third

 showing Friday, October 22nd 
Admission is free! Refreshments will be available for purchase. 

Doors open at 5:45pm – Movie starts at 6:00pm.

 See flyer sent home with students for more details.

MESSAGE FROM THE NUTRITION DEPARTMENT FOR PPS

School meals play a positive role in helping to prevent childhood obesity and promoting the lifelong health and wellness of America’s children.  Everyday of the school year, Portland Public School’s provide students with delicious, high quality, nutrient-rich meals and access to unlimited fruits and vegetables from our fruit and vegetable bars.  The cost for access to this fruit and veggie bar is included in the price of your school lunch meal. Students who bring a lunch from home are not permitted to take fruits or vegetables from this bar.  For more information on nutrition services, please visit: 
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition/
or contact your Nutrition Program Manager, Kristin Palmer at 503-916-3572.

REMAINING LATE OPENING DAYS

There is NO Late Opening in November

Breakfast is served at 10:20, 

School starts at 10:45 on the following dates:

October 13

December 8
January 12
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PTO NEWS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS DATES:






October 19, 2010

November 16, 2010





January 18, 2011





February 15, 2011





March 15, 2011





April 19, 2011





May 17, 2011
All meetings are held in the Library from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm.
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Community & Parents for Public Schools (CPPS)
invites you to join parents/families of children at all grades K-12 and
all districts across Portland and Multnomah County.

Attend workshops to help you support your student, your school, and your district


Learn about transition to middle school, high school, or college

 
Meet with non-profit providers with resources for families 

 
Visit with superintendents, school board members, elected officials 


Get ideas that you can bring back to your school! 
 FREE – Child Care – Interpretation/Translation – Food – FREE 
Accessible by #71 (and connection from Red Line MAX) and #22 bus lines www.trimet.org
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Find out more and register online at:
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Questions?


Contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:plc@cppsportland.org" ��plc@cppsportland.org�


or call 503-220-0577








10th Annual  


PARENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 








Saturday, October 16, 2010


9:30am – 2:00pm


(registration at 8:45am, lunch at 12:45pm)


Parkrose High School (12003 NE Shaver Street)














