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From The Principal

Dear Ockley Green Families-

Fun Friday

It’s hard to believe but November will soon be here. We completed two months of school already. As a school, we will be ending the month of October in style. On October 30, some of our students will be experiencing and event called Fun Friday. This is a program that is geared to honor students who are making good choices. Students who have been following the school rules will be invited to the cafeteria for snacks, games, and a movie at the last Friday of every month. If your child is not selected to attend Fun Friday this time, they will be selected at least once before the year is over.

Calendar for November

November is a special month. We only have 15 school days. On the following days we will not have school, November 6-Teacher Planning Day, November 11- Veteran’s Day, November 24-27- Conferences/Thanksgiving Break.

Parent-Teacher Conferences

[image: image3.wmf]We will have Parent-Teacher Conferences on November 23 and 24. Parent-Teacher Conferences provides you with time to meet your child’s teacher(s) and understand your child’s academic and social progress. This is one of the most important meetings you will have regarding your child’s education this year. Please do not miss this opportunity to be involved in supporting your child’s learning. Students will have school on Monday, November 23 and evening conferences will begin that evening at 5:30PM. Please make sure you have signed up for a conference. Check with your child’s teacher for an available conference time if you have not signed-up.

Flu-Like Illnesses

Here are some ways the Multnomah Education Service District suggests to protect your family:

· Teach your children to wash hands a lot with soap and water for at least 20 seconds each time. Be sure to set a good example by doing this yourself. Hands should always by washed:

· Before eating or drinking

· After coughing, sneezing or using facial tissues.

· After using the toilet or changing diapers

· Wash your hands before touching your face, especially before touching your eyes, face or nose.

· Teach your children to cover coughs and sneezes with tissues or by coughing into the inside of the elbow. Be sure to set a good example by doing this yourself.

· Teach your child to stay at least three feet away from people who are sick. This means at least three “giant steps” away.

· Teach your children not to share food, drink, or other personal items (such as lipstick) with others

· Keep sick children at home. Do not send them to school. If they become sick at school, you will be called and asked to pick them up. Make sure your emergency phone numbers are up to date. Plan now for sick childcare.

· People who are sick should stay home from work or school and stay away from other people until they are free of fever for 24 hours (without the use of fever reducing medications like acetaminophen and ibuprofen) and are feeling better.

New Staff Member

Please help me welcome Desiree Hudson as our new educational assistant. She is replacing Nozomi Senga who reluctantly left due to a more lucrative career advancement.
Talented and Gifted News

Beginning, November 2, 2009 Ockley Green K-8 Arts and Technology Magnet School will be offering a Newspaper class for our students who are identified in our Talented and Gifted program. The schedule for the November 2, 2009 class is: 9:00 to 10:30 for all TAG identified students. The class is in the Art Room. For each Monday after that the schedule is: 2nd -5th grade 9:00-10:30 and 6th-8th grade 1:00-2:30. Classes will go until December 14, 2009.  The classes will be taught by Saturday Academy staff.  

Daylight Savings Time - Fall Back…Spring Forward

Remember Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 1.  Since it is Fall we must set our clocks back 1 hour. 

Take Care,

Conrad Hurdle, Principal
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BUS ZONE
Please remember not to park in the bus zone before or after school. Our school resource officer expressed that drivers will be ticketed in the future if illegal parking in the bus zone continues.

ATTENDANCE AND TARDINESS
We want to provide your child with a solid education. However, we can not provide our children with the best education possible if they are not regularly attending school or late when they do attend school. Academic subjects like reading or math are often taught at the beginning of the day. If students are tardy to class they miss key concepts of the lesson and this loss can impact their understanding.

SCHOOL START TIMES
Reminder!! There is no student supervision before 8:15 am.  No student should arrive at Ockley Green before 8:15 or they will be sent back home.  We do not provide supervision before 8:15, it is a safety issue.  We are sorry for any inconvenience.

AFTER-SCHOOL

Some students are not being picked-up after school in a timely manner. Please make arrangements for your student to be picked-up on time at the end of the day. 
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SCHOOL PICTURES 
Picture Re-takes are scheduled for November 19th.

MOVIE TICKET SALE
[image: image6.wmf]Ockley Green is still selling movie tickets for $9.00.  There are still 6 movies to see which makes the movies $1.50 each.  That is still a bargain.  The remaining movies are: Aliens in the Attic; Ice Age 3; Harry Potter & the Half Blood Prince; Up; G Force; and the final movie is a Surprise Feature.  Tickets are being sold before and after school.  The last day to purchase tickets will be November 9th.
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NEW CAFETERIA POLICY ON MILK SUBSTITUTIONS TO START ON NOVEMBER 9TH
PPS schools must implement a new policy from the USDA (United States Department of Agriculture) and ODE Child Nutrition (Oregon Department of Education) which states that juice may not be offered as a milk substitute. Currently there is no approved milk substitute available in Oregon. Students will not be required to take milk when they purchase lunch, if they do not drink milk. Students who do not want milk may choose from the other food groups offered to select at least three food groups.

As of November 9th, milk will be the only a la carte beverage sold in the K-5 and K-9 cafeterias. Juice will not be an option at lunch in order to encourage students to limit juice intake and eat more whole fruits as recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics. There is no limitation on beverages sent from home. Contact Shannon Stember, Assistant Director, Nutrition Services, 503.916.3365, shannons@pps.k12.or.us if you have questions.  
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 Come join us for chess if you are in the 6-8th grades.  We meet every Tuesday and Thursday from 3:00 - 4:00 in room 225.  You can sign up with SUN School.  At chess club we are learning about end games and preparing for the practice tournament in December.  Mr. Ram Kashyap, a champion player from India is tutoring us.  Everyone is welcome!

REMAINING LATE OPENING DAYS

There is NO Late Opening in November

[image: image9.wmf]Breakfast is served at 10:20, 

School starts at 10:45 on the following dates:

December 16

January 20
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March 17

April 21

May 19
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[image: image12.wmf] A special thank you to everyone who attended our very first PTO meeting of the year!  We had a great turn out and successfully elected a group of officers for this school year.  Thank you to all the parents, grandparents, teachers and administrators who came and we hope everyone will join us at our next meeting, Thursday November 5 at 6:00 pm.   Here is a little information about our newly elected PTO board.

President – Mary Rotherham is a parent of a first grade boy and a 3 year old daughter.  She works full time as a CPA and spends much of her time volunteering with the Oregon Society of CPA’s, in the classroom and at church.  When not volunteering, she likes to scrapbook, hike, go fishing, camping and spend time with her family.  

Vice President – Carollynn Smith has been a part of the Ockley Green family for many years.  She has twenty grandchildren, sixteen great-grandchildren and is the president of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren, a local advocacy group for grandparent’s rights.  Carollynn is also raising 5 of her grandchildren between the ages of ten and seventeen; three attend Ockley Green and two attend Jefferson.  

Recording Secretary - Molly Grier has a first grade son at Ockley Green and a 3 year old son that can't wait until he is at OG as well.  Born and raised on a farm in Central Oregon, she currently works as the Controller of a medical devices distribution company based in Oregon. In their spare time, she and her family enjoy all types of music, dance, and theater.  They are also involved in soccer, baseball and track, and try to take family trips as much as possible.

Co-corresponding Secretary - Stephanie Hunter is the parent of a first grader. She is an advocate for students with disabilities, is on the superintendent's advisory committee on enrollment and transfer and the president of the Portland public schools parent union. She is employed as a behavior consultant and travels throughout the state of Oregon.

Co-corresponding Secretary – Tena Wamsley-Pitka has three children; one at Ockley Green and two in high school.  Tena works as a paraprofessional and was the organizing force behind the 2008-2009 parent group.  In her free time, Tena likes to hang out with her family.   

Treasurer - Marisa Danley’s daughter is in first grade and they have truly enjoyed their time at Ockley Green.  Marisa lives very close to the school, and loves the neighborhood. Her background is in small business development, and she completed her MBA last year. She currently runs a small baking operation, and enjoys reading, playing the piano, and cooking. 

Mark your calendars for the next PTO meeting - Thursday November 5 at 6pm in the Ockley Green library.  We need input from everyone as will be discussing goals and expectations for the coming year.  Dinner and childcare for children walking through 5th grade will be provided.  Children not yet walking and those 6th grade and over are welcome to join the meeting or participate in the children’s activities at their parent’s discretion.  
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS DATES:






November 5, 2009






December 10, 2009






January 7, 2010






February 4, 2010






March 4, 2010






April 1, 2010






May 13, 2010

All meetings are held in the Library from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm.
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