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From The Principal

Dear Ockley Green Families

An Incredible Year

As the end of the school year draws near, I want to say that we had an incredible year. A special thanks goes out to all of the Parent Teacher Organization volunteers who helped out for the Ockley Green carnival. The event was a smashing success and would not have happened with out you. Unfortunately, we are saying goodbye to some Ockley Green Staff who will be working in other buildings next fall or enjoying retirement: Peter Vaughn, Peaches Eltagonde, Laurel Wilkins, Justin Warber, Theresa Jones, Elizabeth Dawson, Sharde Dennis, Desiree Hudson, Melissa Russell, Stacey Sibley, Drew Wilson and Sarah Erwin (retiring). These staff members will be missed by many in the Ockley community.

New PTO Board Members

We want to also say hello to our new Parent Teacher Organization board for 2010-2011: 

Andy Roe, President; Traci Hayes, Vice President

Liliana Thirdgill, Secretary; Caroline Walton, Treasure

Summer School Openings

We will have a 2nd-5th grade Self-Enhancement Inc. (SEI) Summer School program here from June 28-August 6th. The program will have both academic and enrichment classes. If your child is not currently in SEI you can enroll them into the summer program, contact Stacey Sibley, assistant principal for enrollment information. Your child’s application is to be returned to the office on Wednesday, June 9th.   On Thursday, June 10th at 6PM, we will host a Summer School Information Night in the Ockley Green library. Here you will learn about the details of the program and what your child will experience.

Behavior Continuum Classes- Being Inclusive of Many Cultures 

Beginning next year, Portland Public Schools will implement Behavior Continuum classes to serve special education students across the city. The main reason for this change is to minimize the number of transitions families of special education students experience when enrolling students into different schools. Right now families who have students in behavior rooms have three transitions in their K-12 experience. Here are the levels of behavior rooms the district offers and each leveled class is located in a different school: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.  With the new changes, these transitions will be reduced to two. Currently, Ockley has a 6th-8th grade Behavior room and next year we will a 3rd-5th grade room. Portland Public Schools is also providing us with more special education staff to handle this change. This month we will host an orientation at Ockley for our new parents and students. 

Student Misconduct

This afternoon we had a very disappointing experience with our 6th-8th lunch. We had a food fight in the cafeteria. This incident does not demonstrate the Ockley Green Pride that we know our students can show. We will investigate and work to find out who started this event and participated in this troubling incident. 

Today, we had a community meeting to discuss what happened and consequences that will follow. Next week, we will have a more structured lunch/recess period. An ongoing investigation will continue into next week and school consequences will be given to students who participated in this negative incident on campus. 

8th Grade Promotion

Our 8th grade Promotion Ceremony will happen on June 15th in the Jefferson High School auditorium at 9:30 AM. 

Enjoy the summer and I look forward to seeing our returning families in the fall.

Sincerely,

Conrad Hurdle, Principal
LOST AND FOUND
We still have a rather large collection of jackets, sweatshirts and other items of clothing that students have left behind at school.  If you are missing anything like that, please stop by the table in the cafeteria where the lost items are stored.  All items will be given to the clothes closet if not picked up by 6/18/10.

GOOD-BYE’S & HELLO’S
Ockley Green would like to wish the following staff members good luck on their future endeavors.  Elizabeth Dawson (Counselor); Sharde Dennis (EA); Peaches Eltagonde (4th Grade); Sarah Erwin (Retiring); Desiree Hudson (EA); Theresa Jones (Secretary); Melissa Russell (EA); Stacey Sibley (Asst. Principal); Peter Vaughn (5th Grade); Justin Warber (Sp. Ed.); Laurel Wilkins (Sp. Ed.); Drew Wilson (6th Grade). 
We are still interviewing for the following positions:
Art Teacher, Counselor, ESL, 3rd/4th Grade, 4th/5th Grade, 6th Grade LA/SS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY ON HEAD LICE

Medical and community health experts recommend that parents and caregivers check their children for head lice at least weekly. They also recommend that you talk to your children about not sharing personal items such as combs and brushes, hats or scarves. As a rule, the school will not send out notices informing parents that classmates have lice. As a parent or guardian, assume that lice is present in the school, as it is in the movie theatre, the carpool, the friend or neighbor’s home, and get into the habit of checking weekly for head lice.

For information about lice, including a brochure that walks you through the six steps to getting rid of head lice and a short video demonstrating the removal of nits, go to the MESD web page (www.mesd.k12.or.us); click Health and Social Services in the "Departments" Tab, "parent information" and then "lice" or click on this link or click on this link: http://www.mesd.k12.or.us/shs/hss/Head%20Lice%20Resources/headliceresourcesindex.shtml 

VOLUNTEER CELEBRATION
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We will be celebrating all the Volunteers at Ockley Green with a Potluck on June 10th from 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM in the Portable.  Please plan on attending and bring your favorite dish.  If you have questions, please contact Lilliana Thirdgill at 503-960-7202.
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Year End Cafeteria Account Balances
Any remaining account balances (positive or negative) on students’ meal accounts at the end of the year will be automatically held for students at their current school or transferred to students’ new schools within the district.  If your student is leaving the district, then you may call Sammy English, Cafeteria Lead at 503 916-5660 ext. 78895 to arrange for a refund.  Donations to the district’s Pay It Forward Fund to help families who are not eligible for free meals are also welcome.  Contact Patti Shafer at 503 916-3998 to make a donation.
SUN SCHOOL UPCOMING DATES

May 27th ( 5:30PM -- SUN Spring Showcase and health insurance sign-up

June 9th ( Deadline for summer school applications, please return to my box as soon as possible

June 10th ( 6:00PM -- Summer School information night in the library

June 28th-August 6th ( Summer programming
We still have spaces available for middle school and elementary students for summer school.
Looking to keep in touch with your Ockley Green friends over the summer? 

Plan to join an informal group on Saturday mornings on the playground, 10AM-Noon. Bring a snack, play, tend the garden, just stay connected. We also have the Yahoo! group and "Friends of Ockley Green PTO" Facebook group for chatter. Let's keep our connections strong over the break!
OCKLEY GREEN’S MESA TEAM
Our OG MESA team Monserrat, Elizabeth, Tinh, and Thien; went last May 14th to the MESA DAY to compete for the first year with their windmill.  They took 1st place and will compete at the National level next. They have spent eight months during the school year researching, designing, building, practicing, collecting data, and preparing the paperwork to qualify for this competition. With the support of their science teacher, they are getting ready for the National Competition in Denver Colorado June 24 – 27, 2010.  We wish them the best.

Mrs. Romero
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