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From The Principal

LATE OPENING WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9TH 
NO SCHOOL FRIDAY, MARCH 18TH – Teacher Planning

SPRING BREAK MARCH 21ST – 25TH
Dear Ockley Green Families

As we march into spring, I want to share some happenings for this month. Plus, the month of March is also Women’s History month.

The Community Meeting we had last week with parents and teachers was truly awesome. If you did not attend the meeting do not worry, on Tuesday, March 15 at 6PM in our library our Parent Teacher Organization will share the notes from the meeting regarding our Arts and Technology program and talk about next steps. You should really attend and learn about all of the ideas to improve our school. Dinner and childcare will be provided. 

We want your child to receive our full instructional program each school day. However, if students are not here on time then we can not provide them with a complete education. School starts at 8:45AM and so does the teaching. Please make sure your child is getting to school on time and ready to learn. Our breakfast program starts at 8:15AM in the cafeteria and students can enter through the cafeteria doors for their breakfast. Student safety is very important to us. Please do not drop-off or send your student to school too early. We do not supervise students before 8:15AM and we do not want your student to be unsafe.

Your student will have two morning choices:

1) Students who have already ate breakfast at home may go to the Ockley Green library at 8:15AM to read a book, review their homework, and use this time to study their spelling words or just to study in general. Eventually, we are looking to grow this program and to train parent volunteers to help tutor students who want help with their homework from 8:15AM-8:45AM. Please contact me if you are interested in volunteering.

2) The other option would be for students to go to the cafeteria to eat breakfast or just wait in the cafeteria until school starts. Students enter through the cafeteria doors for breakfast.

Students can also wait outside-weather permitting. Of course, during rainy days students can wait inside.

Here are some important dates to remember:

March 9

Late Opening… Breakfast starts at 10:25

March 10

The Black History Month Program has been reschedule for this day
The program starts at 6PM and Dinner will be served afterwards.

March 18

No School Due to a Teacher Planning Day

March 21-25
Spring Break- No school this week

Have a great month-

SCHOOL LUNCH CALENDAR CORRECTION!

Incorrect Late Opening date printed on the Nutrition Services K-5, K-8 menu calendar for March. The Late Opening was listed on the menu calendar as Wednesday, March 16th. The correct date for the Late opening is Wednesday, March 9th. 

 

Revised menu calendar for March can be printed from the following web site http://www.pps.k12.or.us/files/nutrition/March_2011_rev.pdf.
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SUN SCHOOL INFO
Last day for Winter Program Session is Wednesday, March 9th.  

Spring Registration March 7th – 17th, March 28th - 30th.  Classes will start on Monday, April 4th.
March 10th is the Black Heritage Celebration, 6:00 – 7:30 PM.  Please come and support the students performing for this event.

March 17th is the SUN School Drama “Dinner Theater”.  It is an evening of skits, songs, and monologues.  It is being held at the North Star Ballroom, 635 N Killingsworth Ct., Portland OR 97217.  Please RSVP; tickets and seats are on a first come first serve basis.
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MARCH 21ST – 25TH
HAVE A GREAT SPRING BREAK.  DON’T FORGET TO READ DURING YOUR BREAK.  SCHOOL WILL RE-OPEN ON March 28th.



Measures to update schools, pay for teaching positions on May ballot 
In the May 17 election, Portland Public Schools voters will decide on two measures: a five-year replacement local option levy that would pay for teaching positions starting next year, and a six-year school facilities bond to update and increase safety at all PPS school buildings. 

Measure 26-121, the school facilities bond 
The school facilities bond measure would pay for upgrades at all PPS schools. The average PPS school is 65 years old, and school buildings face multiple issues:   

· Out-of-date plumbing, electrical wiring, heating and ventilation, fire alarms, lighting and more. 

· Classrooms, science labs and libraries that do not support modern educational programs. 

· The need for additional earthquake safety, accessibility and safety in stage areas. 

· School grounds, fields and exteriors in need of repair or replacement. 

The $548 million bond measure would increase safety and security at all PPS schools; renovate and update building systems, classrooms and grounds; and retire existing school project debt. The bond also would rebuild or comprehensively renovate nine schools where that would be more cost-effective. 

Further information is posted at www.pps.k12.or.us, including a list of work to be completed at each school, and photos of modernized schools in the suburbs and Seattle to illustrate the type of work proposed. The rate for the $548 million bond measure, about $2 per $1,000 of taxable assessed value, would cost the median homeowner roughly $25 a month.  

Measure 26-122, the local option levy 
State funding is 75 percent of PPS general education funding; the governor’s budget proposal could leave PPS with an $80 to $90 million shortfall over the next two years – the equivalent of more than 400 teaching positions cut. 

The local option levy on the May ballot would raise $57 million next year, $19 million more than the levy voters approved in 2006. The difference would pay for more than 200 positions in schools:  teachers and classified educational staff. 

The additional funding from the renewed local option would help preserve teaching positions, educational programs for students and class sizes. However, PPS would still need to make substantial budget cuts.  

Superintendent Carole Smith will propose a 2011-12 budget that has two staffing levels for schools: with and without the additional local option funding. The difference could be roughly 1.5 to 2.5 teaching positions at most elementary schools, 2 or 3 at middle schools and 5 to 7 at a community high school. (Precise numbers will be available when the budget is proposed in April.) 

The rate, at $1.99 per $1,000 of taxable assessed value, is 74 cents higher than the 2006 levy it would replace. The levy will cost the typical homeowner an estimated $24.45 a month, an increase of $9.09 a month over the current levy. 

For more information on either measure, go to www.pps.k12.or.us. 
RACE TO NOWHERE

da Vinci Arts Middle School extends an invitation to the screening of Race to Nowhere, an award-winning documentary that serves as a call to action to challenge current assumptions on how to best prepare the youth of America to become healthy, bright, contributing and leading citizens. After seeing the film, your views on education and childhood will forever be changed.
“Every once in a while, a film comes along that has the potential to change the culture,” said New York Times bestselling author Rachel Simmons (Odd Girl Out: The Hidden Culture of Aggression in Girls).  “Race to Nowhere shines a light on the crisis of learning and meaning facing American education. The film is both a call to arms and a beacon of hope, a source of relief and outrage and a way forward for all of us."
Where: Bagdad Theater at 37th and SE Hawthorne
When: Wednesday, March 16, 2011
Cost: $10 advance/ $15 day of show
Doors open: 5:30 pm
Show Begins: 6:30 pm
 Join us for a panel discussion following the screening with local community members including a teacher, parent, student, administrator and community advocate sharing their unique perspectives.
Purchase your ticket by clicking on this link:
http://rtndavinciartsms.eventbrite.com
Send out a postcard to your friends and colleagues by clicking on this link:
 http://www.racetonowhere.com/epostcard/4479
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REMAINING LATE OPENING DAYS


Breakfast is served at 10:20, 


School starts at 10:45 on the following dates:


April 13th


May 11th

















