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From The Principal

LATE OPENING WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH
NO SCHOOL FEBRUARY 21st
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Dear Ockley Green Families

As we begin the shortest month of the year, we will also remember some of the many celebrations that happen during this month: Oregon’s Birthday on February 14, Chinese New Year, Vietnamese New Year, Ground Hog’s Day, Valentine’s Day, Black History Month, and President’s Day.

Last week, I received a great surprise when our District 22 Senator, Chip Shields, visited Ockley Green unexpectedly. He came to participate in one of our Mini-Tours that we hosted for potential parents. His office sponsored a grant program that supports schools to increase enrollment. I am proud to say that we wrote for and received the grant. As a winner of the grant, we had a post card sent out to local neighborhoods inviting potential parents of school-age children to visit and learn more about Ockley Green. After the tour, Senator Shields and I had a moment to talk. We had an inspiring conversation. Ockley Green has an advocate in our Senator. He is knowledgeable about our positive efforts to improve our program and he wants others to know this as well. 

Ockley Green is considered a Zone 1 school and is receiving extra support for our students like some other elementary, K-8, middle and high schools across the district.  It is one way that Portland Public Schools is helping to improve schools for all students. Even though we celebrate the fact that Ockley Green made Adequate Yearly Progress for 2010-2011, we will continue to receive some Zone 1 supports to ensure we can continue our upward academic progress. For example, our teachers have access and are participating in training to improve math, reading, and writing instruction at Ockley Green.

PPS is providing schools in Zone 1 with wraparound services. These services enhance the social and enrichment programs for schools. The purpose is to remove social barriers and enable students to take advantage of educational instruction during the school day. 

Wraparound supports include:

· SUN programs, which provide extended day programs, parent engagement and linkages to health and social services. 

· More support for students who need more school readiness skills  

· Case management at selected schools 

· Improving student attendance in collaboration with Multnomah County 

Some additional supports have been added to some K-8 Zone 1 schools in our area. Two schools will receive additional support to improve teaching and learning. Ockley Green School and Humboldt School will receive additional administrative support to assist staffs at both schools to increase student achievement. Lemil Speed was selected to support our program for the remainder of this school year. He has experience as a Teacher and Principal for Portland Public Schools and he is looking forward to partnering with our school. Please help me welcome him to Ockley Green.

Ockley Green is participating in a positive program for parents. The Parent Academy is a collaboration of Portland Public Schools and community partners. Workshops are diverse but share a common purpose: promoting student achievement.

With free workshops covering a host of topics — including resume writing, cooking on a budget, college preparation, using the county library and choosing a K-12 school — Portland Public Schools' new Parent Academy will offer families year-round support in locations across Portland. Both dinner (for evening courses) and childcare will be provided for all sessions. Below are only some of the courses that will happen in Ockley Green’s Community Room this year…

Reading for Life & Success: Promoting a Love of Learning in Children (pre-school age children) Friday, February 11 from 9AM-11AM

My Money, My Life: Making a Tight Budget Work for Families- Wednesday, February 16 from 6PM-8PM

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren- Thursday, February 17 from 6PM-8PM

Teamwork: Parents as Partners in Writing- Friday, February 18 from 9AM-11AM

These courses sound exciting and we hope you find them interesting. Call 503-916-3080 to register.

I want to end this newsletter with some more exciting news for Ockley Green. We have a strong partnership with the University of Portland. On February 26, they will help to paint our upstairs hallways, student bathrooms, the foyer of our physical education department area, add fresh bark chips to our garden and make repairs to some our raised garden beds. We are looking for volunteers to help us on this day and more information about this event will be coming your way.

Ockley Green has an excellent after-school drama program. Our actors are so good they will do another performance of “Horton Hears a Who” at Peninsula Elementary School this month. We were very proud of their past performance and we know they will represent Ockley Green very well. Good luck.

Sincerely,

Conrad Hurdle
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We will have Kindergarten Roundup on Feb. 2nd at 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. with information for parents about our Kindergarten program and our school.  Our evening session is scheduled for February 15th from 5:00 – 6:00 PM.  
Please encourage your neighbors to come and check us out.  

OCKLEY GREEN K-8 MINI-TOURS 
These tours will give you an opportunity to go on a guided tour of our incredible school. 
Dates/Times 
   Friday, February 11th, 2011 at 10AM and 1PM 
   Friday, February 18th, 2011 at 10AM and 1PM 

   Friday, February 25th, 2011 at 10AM and 1PM
   Friday, March 4th, 2011 at 10AM and 1PM  
   Friday, March 11th, 2011 at 10AM and 1PM 
MOVIE TICKET SALE – COMING SOON
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Ockley Green will be selling movie tickets this spring.  You will be able to buy the tickets before or after school from MayAnn Kennedy (Safety Patrol Coordinator) or during the day from Tanya in the office. A couple of the movies that will be shown are: Tron, Mega Mind, Chronicles of Narnia.  Watch for the posters to be displayed in the hall.

CONGRATULATIONS!!
Congratulations to Jacob Timshel, 7th grader here at Ockley Green. He has been selected to the All City Honor Band for his Trombone skills. 

 

Congratulations to Jennie Brown and her Ockley Green drama students who performed Horton for the entire population of Peninsula K-8 School this morning. 

Ms. Brown, who wrote and directed Horton, has worked tirelessly for months to give our young performers the chance to showcase their talents. Today, she and her students made Ockley Green look very good. Based on the thunderous applause and wonderful compliments I heard from Peninsula K-8 students, teachers, and staff after the show, I have a feeling that word will spread quickly, and other schools may want us to perform for them.

Huge thanks to Mr. Hurdle, Peninsula principal Carlos Galindo, and SUN coordinator David Carter for their awesome support, without which this could not have happened. 

Please thank all involved for supporting the arts, and for helping Ockley Green shine!

Morrison Child and Family Services Offers Counseling at Ockley Green

Hello!  My name is Judy Marantz-Herzberg.   I am a child and family therapist working for Morrison Child and Family Services.  In order to meet the needs of children at Ockley Green, I will be offering counseling every Tuesday in Room 203.  I can help with your child’s social and emotional needs, like depression, moodiness, anger, and fear.   I can help support them in learning social skills, like getting along with peers and family members, and expressing themselves.  Any student with Oregon Health Plan insurance is eligible at no cost.  If you have OHP insurance, or need help getting it, contact me.  I can help you figure out if counseling might be useful, and help you fill out a referral form.  

Judy Marantz-Herzberg, MSW

503-736-6534

j.marantz-herzberg@morrisonkids.org

High schools describe their offerings during school choice period

The PPS high school transfer cycle is Feb. 4 – 28 and information sessions are being held at neighborhood high schools and at the three focus high schools – Benson, Jefferson and Young Women’s Academy.

All seven neighborhood – or community comprehensive – high schools will offer strong core academic programs and a range of electives that reflect the character of each school community. For this reason, PPS is encouraging families to invest in their neighborhood high schools – Wilson, Lincoln, Roosevelt, Grant, Madison, Franklin and Cleveland. 

Students who plan to attend their neighborhood high school do not need to take any action at this time, but they may enjoy attending their school’s information night to learn more about their high school.

Students who wish to transfer to another neighborhood high school can apply during the Feb. 4- 28 transfer cycle, but transfers between neighborhood high schools will be limited.

Students seeking a specialized program can apply to a focus high school – Benson Polytechnic High School, Harriet Tubman Leadership Academy for Young Women (grades 6-12) and Jefferson High School – Middle College for Advanced Studies. 

Go to www.schoolchoice.pps.k12.or.us to apply for a transfer or call PPS Enrollment & Transfer Center at 503-916-3205.

Upcoming information nights include: Note to schools: use the listings that pertain to your school.
· Benson: 546 N.E. 12th Ave., 8th grade Tech Night Feb. 9 at 6 p.m.; Parent Information Feb. 24, 6 p.m. (503-916-5100)

· Jefferson: 5210 N. Kerby Ave., Information Session Feb. 16 at 6:30 pm. (503-916-5180)

· Young Women’s Academy: 2231 N. Flint St., Information sessions are past but call the school at 503-916-5630 for information or a tour.

	Cleveland
	3400 S.E. 26th Ave., 503-916-5120 
	Feb. 10, 7 p.m.

	Franklin 
	5405 S.E. Woodward St., 503-916-5140
	Feb. 1, 6 p.m. (Q&A on Feb. 9 & 23, 6 p.m.)

	Grant
	2245 N.E. 36th Ave., 503-916-5160
	Feb. 10, 6 p.m.

	Lincoln
	1600 S.W. Salmon St., 503-916-5200
	Feb. 9, 6 p.m.

	Madison
	2735 N.E. 82nd Ave., 503-916-5220 
	Feb. 8, 6:30 p.m.

	Roosevelt
	6941 N. Central St., 503-916-5260
	Feb. 8, 6:30 p.m.

	Wilson
	1151 S.W. Vermont St., 503-916-5280
	Feb. 3, 6:15 p.m.


Note: At schools where information sessions have already occurred, call the school for information or read the Fact Sheets for all PPS high schools and a summary of alternative and charter schools. (In English and supported languages). Go to www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/high-school-system/802.htm
For more information:

· View the list of all information nights at  http://www.pps.k12.or.us/rsc/index.htm


· Attend a workshop on “Making the Right Choice for your Child’s Education” offered through the new Parent Academy (in English and supported languages). Go to http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/family-engagement/5158.htm


· Visit the School Choice website for more information on the transfer cycle. Go to www.schoolchoice.pps.k12.or.us
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KINDERGARTEN


ROUNDUP


Ockley Green will hold Kindergarten Roundup on Wednesday, February 2nd from 1:00 – 2:00 PM.  The evening session will be on February 15th from 5:00 – 6:00 PM











2011-2012 TRANSFER PROCESS IS UNDERWAY


High School lottery 


applications will 


be accepted 


February 4-February 28. 


K-8 applications will 


be accepted 


February 9-March 11








Jefferson HS


Middle College for Advanced Studies


Information Night


Feb. 16 at 6:30 at Jeff











REMAINING LATE OPENING DAYS


Breakfast is served at 10:20, 


School starts at 10:45 on the following dates:


February 9


March 9


April 13


May 11














