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From The Principal
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LATE OPENING THIS WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH
NO SCHOOL DECEMBER 21ST – JANUARY 1ST, 2010
Dear Ockley Green Families

New Ockley Green Website- www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/ockleygreen

I welcome you all to the new Ockley Green Arts/Technology School website. This site will provide you with some helpful information about our program. Creating this site was an important school goal that we have now accomplished. We hope our families and the general community will explore our growing program. 

Thank You Parent Teacher Organization

As we start our second trimester, I am motivated about our progress so far this year as an organization. Our Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) is really helping the school community come together around the common purpose of making Ockley Green a better school for students and families. 

Art Between Us

We have an exciting K-8 art partnership with IFCC (Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center). This school-wide visual art project is called “Art Between Us”. It is geared to cultivate the artistic talents within our students and inspire each child to develop an appreciation of the arts they experience everyday.

Family Winter Fun Night and Music Update

You are invited to attend our Family Winter Fun Night on Thursday, December 17th from 6PM-7:30PM. Our music teacher integrates technology within his program to teach our learners. He calls it an electronic music classroom. The night will include students sharing music they have created and burned to CD’s. Plus, families will be able to create fun holiday crafts during this evening.

Congratulations to the Ockley Green Band! After a lot of rehearsal and braving the cold to ride Max, they were able to show up on time and perform for the Kaiser Permanente Center Human Resources Talent Show on Wednesday, December 9th. It was a great experience that showcased the Band performing Banuwa - a West African Harvest Song recorded for KBPS radio on December 2, and Hey Ho, an old English round. Making all the work worthwhile was the 1st place trophy awarded to the band. Go Dragons!
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Report Cards 

K-5 report cards will be going home with your child on December 15. Please sign and return the “Parent Reply Envelope” to your child’s teacher by the next day. Across the district, Portland Public Schools mails home all 6th-8th grade students reports cards. 

After the winter break, school will begin on Monday, January 4th. We will see you in 2010. Happy New Year!!!

Sincerely,

Conrad Hurdle, Principal

Stepping In Program:  Beginning in January, the 6th – 8th graders will be participating in the Stepping In Program once a week.  This program focuses on skills that will help your student succeed in school and in life.  These skills include: Empathy, Communication, Perspective taking, Respectful disagreement, Negotiation and compromise, Emotion management, Coping with stress and Decision making.
INCLEMENT WEATHER

When inclement weather is expected on the morning of a school day, every attempt is made to decide about school closures and schedule changes the evening before. For an unexpected or a less definite weather situation, every attempt is made to make a decision as early as possible. The district's goal is to make the most appropriate decision for our students, staff and patrons based on the available information.  District staff members collect weather-related data from a range of reliable sources. A network of administrators then decides whether any school closures or schedule changes will occur, and arranges for that decision to be posted as soon as possible. If you do not see any emergency announcements posted at http://www.flashalert.net/news.html?id=69, schools and offices will be open at their regular starting times.
When school closure decisions are made, the district instantly publishes the information through the community resource linked above. 

Television and radio stations get their information from this service, but sometimes their broadcast of updates is delayed. If you have internet access, the link above is the first place you should check for weather-related closure information. The site is available 24 hours a day.  For additional information, check out the links below.
Weather and Emergency Closures

The Decision Making Process
Inclement Weather Messages and Instructions
Snow and Ice Transportation Information
Detailed Information About Snow Routes
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Practice Chess Tournament

[image: image6.wmf]We had a practice tournament on Saturday December 5th at Peninsula School.  Three students participated, Bronson Kim and Eric Fisher, grade 8 and Jacob Lorenz grade 7.  The regional tournament is in February.  Chess club is expanding to welcome elementary students.  We will meet on Thursdays from 3:00 - 4:00 in room 225.  Sign up with Sun School.  The new Sun School starts later in January.  Contact Ms Wood for more information.
PPS High School System Design: 

Stay informed, two more meetings in December
For more than a year, Portland Public Schools has been working on plans to design a high school system that will deliver better results for students: increased graduation rates, more engaged students, greater equity and higher success as graduates move on to college or career.

Last summer, Superintendent Carole Smith endorsed a high school system model that includes community schools of 1,100 to 1,400 students with a comprehensive program (where students would be assigned based on their address) and smaller focus schools that would allow students to go deep in an interest area or educational approach (open by lottery to all students).

Implementing this model – with major changes to take effect in September 2011 – will affect every one of our current high schools, whether through changes in programs, the transfer policy, size of the school or enrollment boundaries. Some current schools may no longer be neighborhood schools, and might close or become focus schools.

Thousands of parents, students, high school staff and neighbors have joined the conversation at meetings at each high school campus in November and December. Some of you may have been involved already. 

Two more meetings are coming up:

· Tuesday, Dec. 15, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Madison High School, 2735 N.E. 82nd Ave.

· Thursday, Dec. 17, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Franklin High School, 5405 S.E. Woodward St.

The Franklin meeting will be broadcast live on TV28, streamed live at www.pps.k12.or.us and re-broadcast at various times during the following weeks.

You may learn more about the entire High School System Design effort at www.highschools.pps.k12.or.us. If you have questions, please feel free to ask me, or you may e-mail the project leaders at highschools@pps.k12.or.us.

We will work to keep you informed as this process moves forward!
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REMAINING LATE OPENING DAYS

Breakfast is served at 10:20, 

School starts at 10:45 on the following dates:

December 16

January 20

February 17

March 17

April 21

May 19
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

ENJOY YOUR WINTER BREAK






OCKLEY GREEN SCHOOL
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F. Conrad Hurdle, Principal							Ph 503-916-5660


Stacey Sibley, Assistant Principal					          Fax 503-916-2661








The staff of Ockley Green wishes your family a restful, enjoyable Winter Break.  Remember to have your kids read, read, read!  See you “next year”!








Have a Safe Winter Holiday!











PARENTING CLASSES








Tuesday	Jan 12	Grades K-8	Understanding Bullying- How to


		respond to and prevent bullying behaviors


 


Tuesday	Feb 2	Grades K-2	Second Step-  Building empathy, 


		problem solving, and emotion management skills


		in our children


 


Tuesday	March 9	Grades K-8	Cybersafety- Helping our children


		and ourselves understand how to safely navigate 


		technology


 


Tuesday	April 13	Grades 3-8	Why Do They Act That Way?


		Understanding your pre-teen and teen as they 


		develop





Tuesday	May 11	Grades K-8	Collaborative Problem Solving








All classes will be held in the Library 6:00 – 7:30 PM


FREE CHILDCARE AND DINNER


Please call Ockley Green at 503-916-5660


to sign up for any of the above classes


 














