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From The Principal

LATE OPENING WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13TH 
Dear Ockley Green Families
I am excited to announce the Ockley Green core values that were developed by our staff members. It took us many months to create and to finalize values that we could reach consensus on. In my mind, these shared core values are the foundation of our day to day interactions and are directly and indirectly integrated into everything we do. Why…
- Because without shared core values, we don’t know what common purpose guides our daily efforts. And not knowing the purpose, we can easily just drift along without a direction.

- Consciously understanding core values gives us, as a staff, more confidence in making choices and decisions that address teaching and learning

-Shared core values give us a common “internal compass” that is foundational to staying focused on making a positive difference in the lives of students.

-Knowing core values should make life at Ockley simpler. How? Because when faced with a decision, staff can simply ask “does this decision align with the core values of Ockley Green?

CORE VALUES OF OCKLEY GREEN 

At Ockley Green Arts and Technology School, we are committed to:

· Providing a safe, supportive and nurturing environment for all of our students. Children learn best when the entire community supports the social, emotional, `academic and physical well-being of each child.

· Employing reflection, collaboration, and innovation as means to improve teaching and learning. 

· Honoring the uniqueness of each individual, their different learning styles and abilities, and embracing diverse backgrounds, values and points of view to build a strong, inclusive community and to prepare students for lives in a multicultural society.

· Involving families as active partners in their children’s education. 

· Conducting ourselves in a way that reflects the belief that students best grow in personal responsibility and self-worth in a school characterized by trust, honesty and mutual respect among students and teachers.

· Seeking innovative ways to integrate the arts and technology throughout the curriculum, providing focused arts and technology instruction, and creating a rich, inquiry-based learning environment with high standards of academic excellence. 

As we usher in the month of April, I will share some art and technology happenings in our school and other events going on in our program.

Our Kindergarten program is busy celebrating spring and teaching art to their students.  In partnership with our art teacher Ms. Grohn, both of our Kindergarten instructors are creating a spring bulletin board with influences from the famous first artist Monet. You are invited to check it out.

The Portland Public School Information Technology department has kicked off its effort to place “technology bundles” ─ a laptop, data projector, document camera, speakers and a cart ─ in classrooms. Every Ockley Green teacher will receive a technology bundle this month. Plus, all teachers will receive professional development to learn effective strategies to integrate technology into their program.

At the end of the training, our goal is for all Ockley Green classrooms to have consistent and relevant set of technology tools and the professional development to use these media systems to improve instruction every day in the classroom. 

Portland Public Schools is developing a greater focus on increasing equity and diversity across our school system and ensuring that all children are receiving a quality education. Ockley Green now has an Equity Team of teachers that will be trained in leading our staff in having conversations regarding equity and diversity and working together to improve our academic program for all Ockley Green students. Our training begins this month and we have six teachers on our team. 

OUR PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION BOARD NEEDS YOU. It is time to write your nomination(s) for next year’s Parent Teacher Organization Board. You are invited to nominate yourself or a parent you think that could serve our school. The positions that are open include President, Vice President, Treasure, and Secretary. The nomination forms and ballot box can be found in the office. All nominations are due by April 19.

I want to share a quick message from the Ockley Green Safety Patrol. If you and your family use these crossing guards before or after school, please remember to cooperate with their directions. Their goal is only to keep everyone safe as you cross the street to campus or going home. 
Last week, we were to have a Parent Coffee on April 1. However, it was canceled. I apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused anyone. We have rescheduled the next parent coffee for April 8 at 9AM in the Community Room.

Below are some important dates to remember of the month of April:

April 4- SUN begins

April13- Run for the Arts

April 13- Late Opening- School begins at 10:40AM

April 19- Parent Teacher Organization Meeting at 6PM

April 22- Earth Day

April 22- Family Movie Night at 6PM

Sincerely- 

Conrad Hurdle, Principal


Join the Ockley Green PTO for an evening of entertainment at

Family Movie Night.

featuring

How to Train Your Dragon

Friday, April 22nd 

	Animated Feature
Voices by: Gerard Butler, America Ferrara, Jonah Hill
DreamWorks Animation; 
Directed by Dean DeBlois and Chris Sanders
Rated PG; 98 minutes; 2010 
	 
	

	Set in the mythical world of burly Vikings and wild dragons, and based on the book by Cressida Cowell, this action comedy tells the story of Hiccup, a Viking teenager who doesn’t exactly fit in with his tribe’s longstanding traditions of heroic dragon slayers. Hiccup’s world is turned upside down when he encounters a dragon that challenges he and fellow Vikings to see the world from an entirely different point of view. 
	
	


Admission is free! 
Refreshments will be available for purchase. 

Doors open at 5:45pm – Movie starts at 6pm.

 A flyer will be sent home with students with more details.
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