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Lists A, B, and C
Use these words to learn more about every day vocabulary and to make new words!

The word parts can be prefixes (they go at the beginning of the word), suffixes (these go at the end of the word), or in the middle.  Look for the line (-) either after or before the root word.  The line (-) is where the rest of the word goes.

To put a root in the middle of the word, you may need to add a vowel or a ‘y’ to connect them.  For example, you wouldn’t use pachderm.  You would use pachyderm instead.  

List A

	Root (Prefix or suffix)
	Meaning
	Example

	aqua-
	Water (Latin)
	Aqueous

	bio- or –biosis
	Life
	Biology

	chrono- or –chron
	Time
	Chronological

	crypto-
	Hidden
	Cryptograph

	cyano-
	Blue, bluish
	Cyanobacteria

	derma- or –derm
	Skin
	Dermatology

	geo- 
	Earth
	Geology

	hemo-  or hemato-
	Blood
	Hemolysis

	hydro- or –hydr-
	Water (Greek)
	Hydrology

	-kinetic or -kinesis
	Movement
	Kinetic energy

	litho- or –lith
	Stone
	Monolith

	-logy or -ology
	Study of
	Physiology

	-mania, or –maniac
	Craving, someone who craves
	Pyromaniac

	-meter
	Device for measuring
	Odometer

	micro- 
	Small
	Microwaves

	-morph, -morphic
	Shaped like, being shaped like
	Lithomorphic


List B

	Root (Prefix or suffix)
	Meaning
	Example

	ortho- 
	Straight
	Orthodontist

	pachy- or pach-
	Thick
	Pachyderm

	pedi- or –ped or -pod
	Foot
	Quadraped

	phago- or –phage
	Eat, consume (phago), one who eats (-phage)
	Macrophage

	-philia or -philiac
	Love (philia) or one who loves (-philiac)
	Hydrophilia

	-phobia or –phobe
	Fear or, or someone who fears (phobe)
	Arachnophobia

	-phone 
	Device for listening
	Telephone

	phono-
	Sound, voice
	Phonograph

	-scope
	Device for viewing
	Microscope

	tachy-
	Swift
	Tachometer

	tele-
	Far, distant
	Telescope

	thermo- or –therm
	Heat
	Thermometer


List C

	Root (Prefix or suffix)
	Meaning
	Example

	amphi-
	Both
	Amphibian

	anti-
	Against
	Antibody

	arthro-
	Joint
	Arthropod

	auto-
	Self
	Automatic

	bi-
	Two, double
	Bipedal

	cardi- or cardio-
	Heart
	Cardiologist

	carni- or carne-
	Meat
	Carnivore

	chloro-
	Green
	Chlorophyll

	cyto- or -cyte
	Cell
	Cytology

	de-
	Out of, off of, without
	Dehydration

	eco-
	Surroundings
	Ecosystem

	epi-
	Upon, over
	Epidermis

	hyper-
	High, above
	Hypertension

	-hypo-
	Below, beneath
	Hypodermic

	iso-
	Same
	Isotonic

	-itis
	Inflammation
	Bronchitis

	lys- or –lysis
	Split, loosen
	Hydrolysis

	mono-
	One, single
	Monocot

	multi-
	Many
	Multi-sided

	neuro-
	Nerve
	Neurology

	photo-
	Light
	Photograph

	-phyte
	Plant
	Sporophyte

	pseudo-
	False, fake
	Pseudonym

	trans-
	Across
	Transmutation

	tri-
	Three
	Tricycle

	zoo- or –zoan
	Animal
	Zooplankton

	
	
	


