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An ecologist has been studying the moose and wolf population on an island off the coast of Washington.  Over the period of 1955 through 1999 she has seen many fluctuations, or changes, in the population numbers.  Here is a table of the information she put together:

	Year
	Moose Population
	Wolf Population

	1960
	13
	22

	1963
	16
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	1966
	20
	22

	1969
	29
	18

	1972
	32
	22
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	30
	40

	1978
	23
	39

	1981
	20
	51

	1984
	25
	25

	1987
	27
	17

	1990
	42
	16

	1993
	31
	19

	1996
	57
	12

	1999
	30
	22


On a separate piece of graph paper, you will need to make a graph of the ecologist’s information.  You need to include:


A title for the graph


A key for the different populations

Units and label for the Y-axis (the vertical one) – this will be the population #s


Units and label for the X-axis (the horizontal one) – this will be the year

After you have made the graph, answer the following questions on this sheet of paper:

What was the population in 1978 for both wolves and moose?

What is the approximate population for both wolves and moose in 1991?

How much did the wolf population decrease between 1981 and 1999?

How much did the moose population increase between 1981 and 1999?

Look at the shape of the graph over the years.  What do you think is the pattern you are seeing?  

Now, it’s your turn to make up questions.  In the space below, write 3 questions of your own that relate to the graph.  You can make them similar to the questions above, or you can be creative.

