1st Quarter Reading Expectations

Room 203

Name: ___________________________  Date: ____________________
Our reading program has three primary components:

1.  Books read aloud to the class.   The class will experience 2-3 books per quarter as “Read Aloud” books.  In order to get credit for these books, students must complete all in-class assignments and activities.  Read Aloud books will be used to study literary elements such as character, setting, plot, theme and mood, as well as author’s style, genre and literary devices such as metaphor, simile and hyperbole.  Assignments and due dates will be given in class.  Time will be given in class to complete assigned work – students will need additional time at home only if they are unable to complete work at school.

2.  Literature Circle Books / Assigned Books.  The first assigned book of the year is a “free choice” novel students selected during a class trip to the school Media Center.  In order to get credit for the assigned book, students will need to complete a book response.  Guidelines and due dates will be given in class and sent home.  Some time to work on assigned book responses will be given in class, but students will likely need time at home to read the book and complete responses. A second book MAY be assigned during October (depending on how soon we are ready to begin Literature Circles.)  Sometime in October or November, the class will switch from Assigned Books to Literature Circles.  Lit. Circles are small groups of compatible readers who read the same book, commit to shared weekly reading goals, and meet together once a week with an adult leader to discuss the book.  Students will need time at home to complete the weekly reading goal (established by the group reading that book) and complete a brief response. In order to get credit for Lit. Circle books, students must arrive to class on Wednesdays with the reading completed, a completed response and able to discuss their reactions to the book.  A list of possible responses will be given and discussed in class.  Lit. Circles will be used to strengthen student’s independent reading ability, explore a variety of genres, discuss literary elements and explore connections between literature and life.

3.  Independent Reading.  Each student will set his or her own independent reading goal each quarter.  (See attached Independent Reading Goal.)  Parents must approve their child’s goal.  Independent reading can be selected from a very wide range of material.  For instance, students may choose non-fiction titles for independent reading, or may elect to re-read favorite books from the past.  In order to get credit for independent reading books students must submit a “book card” for each book, including the parent’s signature (see attached instructions).  Students will need time at home to read their independent books and complete a book card for each book.  Book cards are due on the last day of each quarter.    

1st Quarter Independent Reading Goal

Name: _____________________  Date: ____________________

My first quarter reading goal is: _________________

Things I will consider in meeting this goal: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I understand that if I don’t turn in book cards to show I completed my goal, it will negatively affect my language arts grade.

Student Signature: ________________________________

Parent Signature: _________________________________

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In order to receive credit for independent reading books, a student must complete and turn in a Book Card, including the parent’s signature.  Book Cards are due by the last day of the quarter.  Turn Book Cards in to the Green Turn-in Tub.  Index cards are available in the classroom, or you may use any 3x5 card.

On the front of the card include the following information:

Title






1 – 5 star review

Author

A BRIEF summary of the book (characters, setting, and plot), along with your recommendation.  Who would like this book?  Why did you like or dislike the book?  

On the back of the card include:

Your Name

Your parent’s signature

