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What’s 

Inside! 

Dear Families,!

 What a delight it is to return to MLC as your interim principal!  My pattern seems to be to “dip 
back in to MLC” at least every four years, just to get my fix on kids, great staff, and supportive, 
interesting families.  !

I have had the luxury of traveling in around the world with friends and family for the past years, 

particularly doing some good work in SE Asia.  I also keep involved with summer leadership 
programs (in the mountains), and flexible work with our family business.  One of my favorite 
pastimes remains riding a motorbike through northern Laos with a small backpack, all my cares 
virtually disappearing.  Usually family members stay off my bike, but thankfully my nieces will 
ride with me almost anywhere!   I’m rested, healthy and happy.  And … I’m really glad to be back 

at school!  I am loving hearing about the journeys that staff and families have had since my time 
here four years ago. !

I arrived at the door on October 11 and it appeared that school was off to a grand start.  I met Jeff, 
our new Vice Principal, and am thankful for his quick learning and guidance the first few weeks 

without me.  Kathleen is an encyclopedia of “what’s happening, when and how” … some things 
never change!  I appreciate her dedication beyond measure.  I’m having a great time getting 
reacquainted with longer term staff, and getting to know our new folks.  At the same time, I hope 
to meet and work with many of you this year.  Please feel free to stop by and say hello in the next 
few weeks … or I’ll meet you throughout the year as we work on Site Council, PTSA, the 

Auction, fundraisers, field trips and other activities together.  It seems like HUNDREDS of you 
continue to show up and help us in our work.  Thank you! !

All signs point to an exciting year here at MLC.  I’m looking forward to spending it with !
all of you.!

Fondly,!

Pam!

http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/mlc/ 
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Special Thanks to . . . !

All of the parents who volunteered at elective sign ups at the end of 
September. "Everyone who brought in donations!  We received 
artist supplies, great yarn and Lego!"The PTSA.  The elective 
program now has a much needed digital camera and CD/iPod stereo 
for use in electives."The elective teachers, of course!  You do such a 

great job every week and we really appreciate it! !
!Laura Bullock"
503-916-5737"
lbullock@pps.k12.or.us ("Schedule:Tuesday/Thursday   8:15 to 3:45!
Wednesday  8:15 to 12:00) 

GREETINGS FROM THE 

COUNSELING OFFICE 

Test Prep Classes are available around the city, I've 
posted copies of them on the bulletin board outside the 

registrar's office." There are also some ACT, SAT 
practice books available in the school library in the 
College"corner (NW corner file cabinet).""!

SAT Test Dates: "!
Register online at http://www.collegeboard.com. !

The cost is $47 for the basic SAT (waivers are available 
for those eligible for free/reduced lunch, see me. There 
is an additional $24 fee if you register late. !

"!Dec. 4th (regular registration deadline is Nov. 5th, 
late fee deadline is Nov. 19th)!
"!Jan. 22nd (regular registration deadline is Dec. 

23rd, late fee deadline is Jan. 7th) !
"!March 12th (regular registration deadline is Feb 
11th, late fee deadline is Feb. 25th) !
"!May 7th"(regular registration deadline is April 8th, 
late fee deadline is April 22nd)!

"!June 4th (regular registration deadline is May 6th, 
late fee deadline is May 20th)!
"!{note:" SAT Subject tests are also available for all 
the above dates EXCEPT March 12th} !

College Rep Visits"at MLC!
 (posted on the bulletin board outside the registrar's 
office) at this point include:!

"! Prescott College 11/8!

Sandra Tetzloff "
MLC School Counselor"
503-916-6434"
stetzloff@pps.k12.or.us !
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PSAT results usually arrive in December. 

National College Fair occurs November 12th and 13th 
at the Convention Center." MLC's 10-12th graders will 

attend the Friday morning session." The event is free and 
open to the"public though busy with school groups on 
Friday.""Saturday's hours are 1:00-5:00pm." To see more 
information and see which colleges plan to attend check 
out the updated info at:" www.nacacnet.org/

EVENTSTRAINING/COLLEGEFAIRS/NCF/FALL/
Pages/10FPor.aspx"!

The first session of electives for this school year is underway.  
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons are quite busy around here.  This 
year we have a new flute class with ten 6th and 7th grade students.  All 

the marimba bands are playing away.  !

Elective News !
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Our youngest students are learning about AND doing Andy 
Goldsworthy art (check him out on 
www.morningearth.org/artistnaturalists/an_goldsworthy.html).  

They are also dancing, playing, building with clay and making 
yummy fall snacks.  !

Sheepfold M187, Andy Goldsworthy 

I am starting to work on the winter schedule of electives.  Our next 
session will begin in January and run for 10 weeks.  I am looking for 
new elective teachers.  A few parents have already stopped by my 

office with great ideas for new classes.  Winter term is a perfect 
opportunity for electives that produce an item or items for the MLC 
Auction.  We have recently  had a large loom donated to the school; 
we’d love to have a weaving elective (we also have a dozen small 
looms).  Please come and see me in the next few weeks if you would 

like to teach an elective. We’d love to have you… we need you!  

Winter Electives Coming Up 

Lab’, discovering the history of Rock and Roll, building sketchbooks 
and filling them up, and playing lots of sports.  Sixty classes in all!  
It’s pretty incredible providing such a diverse range of experiences 

for our children right here in a public school.  We have exceptionally 
committed teachers and we have you, our parents, grandparents, 
and friends from the community who come in every week and share a 
little (sometimes a lot!) of yourselves with our students.  Thank 
you!!!  !

Older students are 
learning vocal 
techniques in ‘Singing 

in the Studio’, exploring 
street art, creating 
prehistoric beasts, 
developing teamwork in 
‘Creation 



From Jeff’s desk!

Portfolio Panel Participants NEEDED:   The 9x12 team is in 
need of individuals who would be interested in participating in a 

Portfolio panel.  All seniors and sophomores are required to present 
their Portfolio to a panel.  Portfolio presentations will happen at the 
end of May (2011) for two days and their will be a few days of training 
for the panel participants.  Please contact me by e-mail if you are 
interested in participating. !

TeacherEase grade book up for 9 x 12 and 7x8 parents:  
Have you received a “Welcome” letter on how to log-in to 

TeacherEase?  If the answer is no, please contact Jeff Spalding by 
phone ext 76006 or e-mail jspald@pps.k12.or.us to register your 
e-mail address.!

Schedule conference time with your Metro (9x12) teacher:  
The 9x12 team are scheduling individual conferences with each of 

their Metro students.  Please contact Barbara Witter at ext 76005 or 
by e-mail bwitter@pps.k12.or.us to schedule your day and time.  
Conferences are Monday (11/22) and Tuesday (11/23) !
from 8:30 – 8:00 each day.!

Parents of 8th graders: Grant H.S. is hosting a Family session 
on December 7th at 8:30 am – 9:30 am.  Contact Michelle Orr at 

503-916-5160 ext. 75684 or email morr@pps.k12.or.us for more 
information.!

Visitor’s Day:  Our first Visitor’s Day is November 16 at 10:00 
a.m.  If you know anyone interested in attending MLC next year, 

please let them know.  Applications will be available on our website 
and will also be handed out at Visitor’s Day. !

Hi everyone, I am so happy to be back at 
MLC at .75 FTE this year." Thank you to 
the PTSA for their support. They allocated 

money to"purchase new equipment for the 
MLC Physical Education program." I also 
want to thank the mystery parent who 
bought brand new loaner shoes for the 
program." Please come visit me so I can 

thank you in person." !

Shoes: Speaking of shoes....on the days 
your child has PE, could you please send 

them to school with clean,  gym 
appropriate shoes." Open-toed shoes, 
boots, sandals, dress shoes"or shoes which 
can fly off when they kick are not safe." 
Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades have 

PE on Monday and Wednesday."Currently 
all MLC students (except 7/8) get PE at 
least 30 minutes twice a week." Due to 
budget cuts the full time PE program was 
cut .25 and the 7/8 only get PE once a 

week.""!

Clothing: Please send your student in 
clothes which are conducive to physical 

activity." Some kids forget and wear skirts, 
low cut tops, or tight jeans which make it 
difficult to move." Others wear nice clothes 
and don't participate fully because they 
don't want to sweat in their nice clothes." !

Thanks for your help."It's been fun 
watching the kids learn skills for lifelong 
physical activity." In the interest of better 
health for all -- Deanne""!

Deanne Larsell!"
K-12 Physical Education & Health 
Specialist"
503-916-5737"
503-679-2502"

dlarsell@pps.k12.or.us"

P. E. !

Notes!

Jeff Spalding"
Assistant Principal"
(503) 916-5737, ext. 76006"
jspald@pps.k12.or.us!
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From Our Library … !

What kinds"of things would you like to see in the 
newsletter from our library? Send me an email and let me 
know:!

Kiva Liljequist "
Media Specialist"
 kliljequist@pps.k12.or.us"!
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It’s Puzzle Time!  

Congratulations to Nadia Foster, 1st grader in John’s 

class!! She correctly identified one of the mystery passages 
from last month’s newsletter as coming from the classic, Stuart 
Little, by E.B. White. !

Can anyone identify these other two passages?""!

!"#$%&$'()&'*)$+,'-#$.'#//'.#0'/)123'45'5-&'&1.')6'5-&'

.#07'"#$%&$'()&'8,'9$&.'#1.'-&#.,'-)%&'6)$':&.3'"#$%&$'

()&;,'#18%#/,'#$&',/&&<07'5))3'=>5'#$&'5-&0'2&?12'$&#.0'

6)$':&.@'A)5'5)182-53'B-&0'-#C&'#',-)*'5)'2&5'$&#.0'6)$3'

D82'</>2,'81'-8,'#%<3'E)*,',&5,'><'-&$'.$>%,3'E-8F+&1'

,&5,'><'-&$'+&0:)#$.,3G'

!B).#0'H'%)C&.'5)'#'5*&/C&I#F$&'$)F+'F)C&$&.'*85-'

F&%&157'5)<<&.'*85-':8$.'5>$.'#1.',>$$)>1.&.':0'*#5&$3'

4/F#5$#J',85,',%#//'81'5-&'%8../&')6'5-&':#0K,)'F/),&'5)'

5-&'F850')6'L#1'"$#1F8,F)7'H'F#1'-&#$'5-&%'F#//'5-&',F)$&'

)1'#':#,&:#//'2#%&')1'M#$81#'N$&&13'O+#07'1)5'5-#5'

F/),&3'=>5',9//3G'

What are You 

Reading? 

I just finished reading a book for my book group, and I 
loved it! I'm sure many of you have read it already, but if 
you haven't, you must. I'm talking about The Help by 
Kathryn Stockett. !

Here's Publisher's Weekly's review:"!

"Starred Review."(An) optimistic, uplifting debut novel 
(and maiden publication of Amy Einhorn's new imprint) set 

during the nascent civil rights movement in Jackson, Miss., 
where black women were trusted to raise white children but 
not to polish the household silver. Eugenia Skeeter Phelan 
is just home from college in 1962, and, anxious to become 
a writer, is advised to hone her chops by writing about what 

disturbs you. The budding social activist begins to collect 
the stories of the black women on whom the country club 
sets relies and mistrusts enlisting the help of Aibileen, a 
maid who's raised 17 children, and Aibileen's best friend 
Minny, who's found herself unemployed more than a few 

times after mouthing off to her white employers. The book 
Skeeter puts together based on their stories is scathing and 
shocking, bringing pride and hope to the black community, 
while giving Skeeter the courage to break down her 
personal boundaries and pursue her dreams. Assured and 

layered, full of heart and history, this one has bestseller 
written all over it.""!

Do you have a book you’d like to recommend? Send me the 
author, title, and a short summary of the book you 

recommend and I’ll try to post it in our next newsletter. 
Send your recommendations to kliljequist@pps.k12.or.us!

Thank you to the incredible parents who have come and volunteered in the library! I so 
appreciate the time you've taken out of your enormously busy lives to come in and spend 
some time working for all of our students, here in the library! You are incredible--
THANK YOU! 
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Elective programs wish list!
#!" Glue guns and glue sticks (for the glue guns) !

#!" Dungeons and Dragons dice and books !
#!" A folding card table!
#!" The usual:  Found objects for Altered Art, Lego 
specialty pieces, art supplies, paint brushes, etc. !
Laura Bullock"

Elective Coordinator"

Decks of cards & cribbage boards!
Hello there!"If anyone has any extra decks of cards 
and cribbage boards, I’d be grateful for them. I am 

doing an elective about games and puzzles and I can 
teach interested kiddos."Thanks.!
Jennifer Walker (3rd Grade)!

Calling all things glittery/shiny/bright! !
The 2010-2011 Solstice Committee is looking for 
any donations of anything that sparkles on the stage 
for this year's annual performance in the 
auditorium. We would love shiny fabrics, glitter, 
glue guns--anything that can sparkle something up! 

If you have items to donate please leave them in a 
bag/box marked "Solstice Donations" outside of 
Room 106 (the Art room) in the basement."!
Looking forward to a great Solstice! !
Julie & Bianca (The Solstice Committee) "

Free Weights, Pilates Balls & Gym-
Appropriate Shoes!
In addition to clean, gym appropriate shoes, in good 

condition, of all sizes as loaners for PE, spare free 
weights or pilates balls would be a great help. Shoes 
can be left outside my door, room 208. Thanks!!
Deanne Larsell"

Small Tins or Boxes!
I reuse empty tins (such as from Altoids) and small 
boxes (from jewelry and candy) in my Altered Art 
class." !
Dana Absgarten "

If you are a teacher or volunteer running an elective 
or special program at MLC and you would like to 

reach out to the MLC community for supplies, please 
email news4mlc@yahoo.com"

MLC Wish Lists 

Last April, 21 Arab and Israeli students, mostly of middle school age, 
left Hand in Hand, their school in Jerusalem, to spend two weeks in 
the Portland area, including a week with host families from MLC.  

Hand in Hand students spent time at Camp Collins and at MLC with 
students here, answering questions, sharing their experience. !

Four bilingual Hand in Hand charter schools were co-founded by 
MLC parent, Lee Gordon and Amin Khalaf.  The goal of these schools 

is to bring together Arab and Jewish students with the hope that they 
will learn to understand their own religious and cultural differences. !

This year, a group of MLC 8-10th graders are going to Jerusalem 
through Hand in Hand to experience both the Jewish and Arab 

cultures first hand."!

Where is This? 
This photo was taken in, or on the grounds of, MLC.  If you think you 
know where it is, email news4mlc@yahoo.com.  We’ll be publishing 
the correct location next month. !

Last Month’s 
picture, at right, 

was taken on the 
northeast 
stairway, near the 
blacktop. !

MLC to 

Israel 

Take a look at the MLC web site, 
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/mlc/, 
or  http://mlctoisrael.com/,  to learn more 

about how you can help out. !

 Contact Kelly C. (7x8 teacher) for more 
information." 

!"#$ 



MLC History… Really Old School 
MLC,  as a program, moved in to Couch school in 1968. What was Couch school? When did it begin? (Thanks to PPS District 
Architect Blair Fitzgibbon" for sharing historical images and the OR Historical Site data for the Couch School.) !
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163 years ago, in 1847 # the year the candy bar was invented and the 
year Thomas Edison was born # Dr. Ralph Wilcox started the first 
school in Portland. Over the next handful of years other interested 

parties started their own schools.  At first, all of these schools were 
private and charged tuition (about $10/quarter per student.) !

In 1855, about eight years later, the push for public free schools was in 
full swing. By May,  1858, the first, Central School, was opened. 

Atkinson, High School, Harrison Street School and Park school 
followed and the student population grew. !

In 1874 there were 1600 students in Portland, by 1882, when the 
identical Couch and Failing schools were commissioned, the number of 

students had nearly doubled  to 3130 students. !

The original building, pictured above, was designed by 
architect Justus Krumbein . Miss Georgia L. Parker, was the 
first principal. By the time the picture on the right was taken, a 

year or so later, Justus Burnham (circled) had become 
principal. 

In 1908, 172 children and two teachers died in a school fire in 
Collinwood,  Ohio.  This prompted a  national re-evaluation of school 
buildings and the safety of their construction. In 1914, the push for 

fireproof school buildings across the country led the Portland City 
Council to require that all schools constructed after January 1, 1911 be 
fireproof. !

A new, fireproof, Couch school was redesigned, in 1914, by architect 
Floyd Naramore. (He also designed the Kennedy School, among 
others.) According to the Washington State historical site, 
HistoryLink.org, Floyd received national attention for his design of the 

Couch Elementary School, before moving to Seattle, where he 
continued his work as an architect of schools.  The gym was added in 
1926; parts of the building were remodeled in the 1980s.  The 
classrooms, however have their original configurations, molding, wood 
flooring, chalk boards and recessed interior cabinets designed to create 

a sound buffer between classrooms.!A
ll 
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MLC PTSA MEETING MINUTES!
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Welcome & Introductions!
Tanya started the meeting at 7:07, in 

attendance were: Tanya March, Leigh 
Anne Scherer, Jacquelyn Martin, 
Stephanie Brown, Carla Peters, Lauren 
Nathe, Katherine Kondylis, Jake 
Pacheco, Lorelei Mitchell, Lauren 

Geffner, Mandy Butler, Laura Bullock, 
Pam Shelly. !

Review of  September Minutes!
The minutes from the September 23 
meeting were approved with no 
changes.!

Principal’s Report !
Pam Shelly, our new interim principal 
introduced herself. Pam will be the 
interim principal for the entire year. PPS 
will begin the process for hiring a new 
principal in January. !

Treasurer’s Report !
Jacquelyn presented the budget P&L 
and Balance Sheet. There has been very 
little change since last month, there are 
a few new memberships trickling in, but 
most of the income is from Pizza Night. !

New Business!

Auction 2011  !

Per Lauren’s presen- tation from the 
auction committee: Plans are well 
underway - the website has been built, 
the procurement committee is getting 
ready to send out letters to get an  jump 

on things.  The auction committee 
proposed a $10 suggested donation for 
attending the auction to allow for better 
food preparation, pre-make bid packets, 
to off-set some of the costs, as well as to 

raise money up front. The idea of a $10 
charge was discussed. The committee 
will develop an anonymous way to 
procure tickets. Jake moved that we 
have a $10 suggested donation for 

tickets to the auction, Katherine 
seconded, the motion was approved with 
10 in favor, 2 opposed. This change will 
be reviewed at the PTSA meeting 
following the auction along with the 

review of the auction. !

Notes!

Gym Access  !
There is a parent who would like to lead 

an elective that requires the gym, but 
this parent is in a wheelchair and is 
unable to get in the gym. A group of 
parents would like to fix this situation. 
PPS facilities will allow this by following 

a specified process. Laura and Pam will 
discuss this situation and figure out 
how/if we can make this happen. !

Library !
There is concern about the Library not 
being open as much, particularly for the 

7/8s. They  do not have a specified time 
to go to the Library. Pam will look into 
this problem and try to find a solution.!

Literacy Week Project!
 Literacy Week, a new project this year,  is a week 

dedicated to reading, writing and supporting the library. 
It is both a community building and fundraising series of 
events. There are several things planned, or in process: 
there is a grant from National PTA “Bring Your Families 

to School” which may be used to bring in outside speakers 
or to fund a Family Writing Night. There will also be 
events during the day, the read-a-thon and a Book Fair. 
The proceeds of these events will go to the library. Please 
contact Leigh Anne if you are interested in chairing any of 

these events or volunteering.!

Consider   Buying !

SCRIP!

Old Business!

Pizza Night & Community Dance 

For the first time the events were held 
on the same night. PTSA is seeking 
feedback on how the event went. 
Lauren moved that we give Roxanne a 
$50 gift card in appreciation for her 

work helping us with Pizza Night. Jake 
seconded and the motion was 
approved.!

SCRIP !

Laura gave an update on how the 
SCRIP program is working: $2,095 
last year net. This year is already at 
$589 net. The reports look skewed 
because we carry inventory. We are 

averaging 5-6 orders per week. Our 
goal is 20 orders per week. We want 
people to start shopping with SCRIP. 
It is as easy as buying and using a gift 
card as well as  an easy way to raise 

money for the school without costing 
extra for families. !



MLC PTSA MEETING 

MINUTES, continued!
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Winter Craft Faire 2010 !
December 16th (3-7) and 17th (noon-4). !

Buy a table for your student's class!
Get a bunch o'other classroom parents together, 

pony up a few $ (Total cost is $50 per table) and 
give the kids a business experience they will never 
forget. Student tables cleaned up last year.....and 
the kids were proud, pleased and full-pocketed. 
Contact me asap for more information. !

Help with the catalog!
Like sitting at your computer? Have a few hours to 
spare? Familiar with Word? Here's a chance for 
you to help us all out....Vendors at the 2010 
Winter Craft Faire are submitting PR blurbs "- text 
and images - in ready-to-cut-and-paste formats. 

The template is already laid out: Catalog is 5.5" X 
8.5" finished, and there are three blocks of copy 
per page, with @ 16 pages. 4 or 5 will not have 
vendor submissions, so you will be working on 
about  12 pages. I can show you how, work with 

you to get you started, edit when necessary. Not 
micromanage....I will feed you the submissions as I 
get them, will keep all lists, etc. All you have to do 
is cut and paste...Catalog is to be finished by the 
2nd week of November.  Submissions are coming 

in NOW.  I can send you the template and we can 
converse. Thanks in advance. Please contact me 
directly, at !
aurorasilks@gmail.com !

Buff Medb Neretin "

Chair, WiCraFaVoCom "

Mom to Maude, in Caryn's 4X5"

PPS/MLC/URA !

David Williams, PPS Director of Government Relations, will be meeting 

with Pam Shelly,  a group of parents and Mary Franklin to discuss the 
issues raised by potentially including MLC in a new Urban Renewal Area 
(see MLC Google group postings, the September MLC Alternative 
www.futura.com.. If there are any questions, Mary will take them to the 
meeting. This is  a small group, not a community meeting, Questions: !

o! What would the process be for community input if PPS is considering !
     developing or selling land currently located at MLC? !
o! Are there really no plans? What are the real chances of something !
     happening?!
o! What is the possibility that the URA is going to happen with MLC !

included? The potential Central City URA?!
o! Why is MLC included in the proposed URA? It seems to just be added 
on.!
o! Can PPS request that MLC not be included? If so, will they?!
o! If this happens what is the benefit for our school? !

Wreath Sales 

Greetings MLC Families!!
Brrr! It’s getting cold out there and the winter holidays are quickly 
approaching. It’s time for the annual wreath and poinsettia fundraiser.!

The wreaths are lush and super fragrant. They are made locally with 
Noble Fir, mixed greens and pine cones. The poinsettias are gorgeous 
and brilliantly red. These seasonal plants are an amazing value. When 
you unwrap yours, you’ll see why. !

Nearly half the proceeds of each item will go to our PTSA. You may email 
your order to me, or turn it in to the PTSA mailbox in the main office. 
Payment for your order must be turned in to the PTSA mailbox. I will 
send a confirmation email once I’ve received both payment and order. !

Orders are due November 22nd. Pick-up will be December 1st and 2nd  in 
the auditorium.!

Peace,!

Vanessa Mathis "
mama2pixies@gmail.com "

Susan McDougall @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database "

Winter Craft Faire  !
Buff is the chair of this event, and was not available 

for an update. (See the article below on the Faire.)  
This was a successful fundraiser last year and will 
be expanded to a two-day event this year. We 
encourage you to attend and contact Buff if you 
want a table.!

Wreath Sales  !
Vanessa Mathis is running this again. (Also, see 
article, below, right) forms will come out at the 
beginning of November. There were pies last year, 
we are not sure if there will be pies again this year. !



 MATH ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITY"!
Stanford has been running an excellent online learning environment since 

1992." !

EPGY “Open Enrollment” math program allows a group of students at a 
school where EPGY is not officially and systematically in place to benefit 
from K-7 math courses by forming a learning community of at least 8 

students (any age, any level). This is a highly individualized, self-paced 
educational experience that uses a combination of multimedia instruction 
and automated assessment of student progress (all computer-based)." 
Students work at home and are supported by their parents, who have 
access to monitoring capabilities, and an array of self-support tools. !

Stanford’s “Individual Program” courses offered through EPGY are 
typically $495 for a 3-month term. Through “Open Enrollment”," the 
same courses provided by Stanford (minus math tutors and transcripts) are 
offered for $135 for one child per year. !

For further questions http://epgy.stanford.edu/district/faq.html!
If you would like to register, email mcfarlanefridley@earthlink.net"!

EPGY  
Education Programs for Gifted Youth  

Events 
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Hello, I just wanted to put out there that 
November is National Novel Writing Month. It's 
a month to go crazy writing 50,000 words in 

30days. !

You don't have to worry about writing your best 
story ever, or even making sense, you can even 
write the same word 50,000 times (but seriously 

that's no fun). It is something I have done every 
year since2005 (but last year was the first time I 

made the 50,000 word goal) and now they 
also have a Young Writer's 
Program for kids 17 and 
younger, with it's own devoted website: 

http://ywp.nanowrimo.org/ !

The Young Writer's Program lets kids set their 
own reasonable yet challenging word count 

goals. My daughter, Elva (Avril's 2nd grade) is 
participating this year. She did it last year too -- 
only not officially. It's a lot of fun. !

People all over the country are all writing 

themselves crazy through the whole month of 
November right up until midnight of the 30th. !

There is support online. Here in Portland there 
are lots of group writing sessions available, 

usually in coffee shops around town. The main 
site is here http://www.nanowrimo.org/ !

Elva and I are really excited to get started. I had 
to share the experience with anyone who is 

interested because it's such a great opportunity 
to get writing and get your kids writing!!  My 
username on the nanowrimo.org site is: 
flamesbain and and Elva's is: ElvaBain (on the 
ywp.nanowrimo.org site) - just in case you want 

to add friends to your page you can add us.!

Good luck, you can do it, I just know it!! !

Amy and Elva Bain"

Romeo and Juliet 

Northwest Academy 

Northwest Academy presents 
William Shakespeare's Romeo and 
Juliet, starring Kenneth Sergienko 

and Aliera Morasch. This is the 
famous story about two young "star-
cross'd lovers" whose deaths 
ultimately unite their feuding 
families.  Kenneth is a sophomore 

here at MLC. !

Dec.3 & 4 at 7:30 pm, !
Dec. 5 at 5:00 pm. !
Dec. 10 & 11 at 7:30 pm,!

 Dec. 12 at 5:00 pm. !
Tickets: $10 Adults, $5 Students !

NaNoWriMo 



November 

At 

MLC 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 
Picture  

Retakes 

3 
Site Council 

Meeting 3:15 

Library 

4 
7x8s to 

Alice 

5 
No School 

Teacher 

Planning Day 

6 

7 8 

Wreath Sale 

Begins 

9 

Prescott 

College Visit 

10 11 

No School 

Veteran’s 

Day 

12 

Kx3s: Winning- 

Stad Theater 

College Fair: 

Convention 

Center 

13 

14 15 16 

Visitor’s 

Day 

17 18 

PTSA 

Meeting 

7pm – 8:30 

(Child Care 

Available) 

19 20 

21 22 
No School: 

Parent 

Teacher 

Conferences 

23 
No School: 

Parent 

Teacher 

Conferences 

24 
No School: 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

25 

No School: 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

26 
No School: 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

27 

28 29 30 1 
Site Council 

Meeting 3:15 

Library 

Wreath Sale 

Pickup 

2 
End of First 

Trimester 

Wreath Sale 

Pickup 

3 
No school 

Teacher 

Planning Day 

4 




