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WhatÕs 
Inside! 

Dear Families,!

Ah, another year in the life of our school is coming to an end.  It has gone quickly, mostly smoothly, and 

joyfully, and I have indeed nestled lovingly in it.  The month of May was rife with activity; I could barely 
keep up!  Ashland and mosaic unveilings, Renaissance Faire and the prom, elective classes and 
portfolio presentations, and a new baby girl for Dana and Andy.  This last month brings high school 
graduation, 8th grade passage and field day, our all school picnic, a hearty volunteer thank you, and yet 
more planning for next year.  !

Budget cuts will be felt next year at MLC, as we’ve needed to cut our PE teacher, Deanne, to half-time 
(from .75).  Additionally, our Spanish teacher, Cori, may be replaced by another teacher, as we’ve 
needed to trim that 7x8 position to a .4 FTE (four mornings/week).  Deanne and Cori have worked 
hard with and for our students, and hopefully this setback will be reversed next year.  We want them 

both back here full time.!

The budget decline and changes in schooling philosophy (by the state and the district) have created a bit 
of chaos and havoc from time to time.  Luckily, the district has approved our waivers, which allow us to 
maintain a program that looks, feels and IS “different” from the norm.   We will remain on trimesters 

next year, we will maintain our Friday professional development opportunities, our hour long lunch, 
and will be allowed to set up our family conferences a bit differently.  We are appreciative that the 
district continues to see MLC as a “focus option” and as a successful alternative school, where staff and 
families educate and “raise up” our students together.!

Staff will kick-off next school year with a K-12 Storyline, based on a book named Crow Boy.  The 
guiding question for this cross-age exploration will be “How Do I Influence Our MLC Community”, 
and will incorporate our character traits of respect, courage, compassion, integrity and self-discipline.  
This will be our first all-school Storyline; we’ve been working on Friday afternoons to plan it, and we 
are excited about the cross-age connections and learning it will afford.!

 (continued, page 2)!
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ÒI am in love with the world.  I have nestled lovingly in it.  I have climbed its mountains, roamed its 
forests, sailed its waters, crossed its deserts, felt the sting of its frosts, the oppressions of its heats, the 
drench of its rains, the fury of its winds."!

And always beauty and joy waited upon my going and comings.Ó!

                                                                                                             --  John Burroughs 

FROM  OUR   PRINCIPAL 



FROM 

OUR  

PRINCIPAL 

"(continued )!

I’ll be cleaning out my desk and 

moving on soon.  It’s been a full 
year for me, filled with 
frustration, perplexity, hard 
work, laughter, and often, pure 
delight.  I’m glad I returned for 

the year.  It has been one more 
year of following my heart’s 
longing.  That’s what the 
privilege of doing work that I 
love affords.  I’m thankful to 

our students, who continually 
help me learn, to our brilliant 
and hardworking staff,  and to 
you families. I have 
appreciated, more than you can 

know, this place that has 
allowed me to witness and 
support good teaching and 
learning, and to celebrate !
with you.!

I will remember this last year at 
MLC with great fondness.  I 
look forward to seeing you 
again… at an MLC event, on 

the streets of Portland, or 
maybe even on the Thai/
Burmese border.  Bon voyage, 
sawasdee khaa and abrazos 
fuertes! my friends.!

Fondly signing off, !

Pam!

A big thanks to the MLC community (staff, parents and students) for welcoming me 
into this wonderful school.  It’s been a fun filled year of learning and getting to know 
what MLC is all about.  I continue to be impressed with all that happens in the ONLY 

PPS K through 12 school.  Have a safe and enjoyable summer break.  See you in 
September, I’ll be the one with the orange vest directing traffic.!

Portfolio Panel Participants THANKS!
 Below are the names of individuals who gave up a day to hear seniors and 
sophomores present their best work.  Their comments were appreciated: Marcia 
Arganbright, Renee Bacastow, Le Billington, Roxy Coleman, Adrianne Collins, 
Kathy Couch, Kimberly Curry, Jere Fitterman, Ruth Frankel, Mark Gerber, John 

Golden, Nikki Hasandras, Ned Hascall, Amy Henry, Tom Hickey, Angie Hurley, 
Marcia Johnson, Bill Johnson, Artie Knight, Linda Larkin, Kessina Lee, Debbie 
Lowder, Scott McClain, Lisa Mitchell, Lorelei Mitchell, Kara Mortimer, Avril 
Munro, Buff Medb Neretin, Heidi Nestler, Blaine Palmer, Carla Peters, Jay Ponteri, 
Christine Reeder, Karen Riley-Cummings, Donald Rose, Vicki Skryha, Regina 

Tricamo, Merri Baehr Whipps, Jimmy Whipps and Jeanne Yerkovich.!

HS Graduation!
On June 4th, 20 seniors will receive their diplomas in a wonderful ceremony at 

Chapman school.  Congratulations to the seniors who graduated in 2011:  Jared S 
Boe, Forrest  Carder-Wynn, Stuart V. J. Coates, Clara Bach DeWeese, Casper  Joy 
Keister-Love, Jacob Marius Kieper, Sarah Rose Lind, Maya Chang Wei Luque, 
Taylor S. MacWilliamson, Martin Owren Makela, Mounia S. Mayes, Berkeley A. 
Moore, Colburn “Cole” Dante Paluck, Isaac Edward Prahl, Mordechai Goode 

Sadowsky, S. Issac Scott, Margaret Elizabeth Stewart, Lorren Christine Strong, 
Kegan Lacey Thompson-Dahms and Bryan P. Wolcott.!

MLC Applications!
The application process is complete. We had over 135 families apply for 24 
kindergarten slots; for 6th grade, we had over 45 applicants apply for 26 slots.  In the 
9x12 program there are 24 MLC 8th graders continuing to the 9th grade. We have 
accepted 26 new applicants for all HS grades.  We continue to accept applications 
and, depending on the grade, they might be put on a waiting list.!

Site Council Seeks Input !

During the last Site Council meeting a survey was created for MLC community 
about family engagement.  When it comes your way, please take a few moments to fill 

it out.  This will help guide the Site Council and new principal in the future.!
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From Our 
Library.. !

And The Winner Is...!
Finally, the winner of the 
Oregon Reading Association’s  
2011 Patricia Gallagher  
Picture Book Award has been 

announced: "Henry and the 
Buccaneer Bunnies" by 
Carolyn Crimi and John 
Manders. Congratulations!! 
Make sure to check this out 

with your student."!

MLC's 4th and 5th graders have been hard at 
work creating podcasts about their favorite 
ORCA nominee. Have a listen to their persuasive 

pieces! Go to: 

2011 Patricia 
Gallagher Award 
Winners 

4x5 Podcasts about 
ORCA Nominees 

Summer Scholars is a high school credit recovery and credit advancement 
program for current high school students only (not for 8th graders going 
into 9th).!! It is a tuition-based program for students wanting to!recover 
credit, improve a grade, or for!original credit.!!Tuition is $175.00 for 
each!course (.5 credit) or $25 for students with proof of free/reduced meal 
status. ! Information can be found at: 
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/education-options/736.htm. !

Registration has begun and the classes are filling up fast. The" last day to 
register is June 21st."The"registration process begins with Sandra, contact 
as soon as possible.!

From The 
Counseling 
Office !

Summer camps/classes/opportunities for students are being posted in 
two places." We're posting summer camps and classes for the K-8 on 
the bulletin board outside the library, next to the magazine rack." High 

school opportunities are on the bulletin board across from room #300."!

Happy Summer everyone! 
Sandra Tetzloff!
MLC School Counselor!
503/916-6434!

A free, fully-proctored practice SAT will show students what to expect in a 
test-like environment. Students will receive a comprehensive analysis of 
their performance on the test, detailing individual strengths and 

weaknesses. Provided by Kaplan. Held in the US Bank Room, Central 
Library, 801 SW 10th Ave.!

Saturday, July 16, 2011 1-5:30 pm -  Practice Test (Session 1 of 2)!
Tuesday, July 26, 2011 6:30-7:45 pm – Exam Follow-up (Session 2 of 2) !

Preregistration is required. Registration opens on June 25th. 
503/988-5123!

See the the event page on the library's EventFinder website: !
http://bit.ly/l1S8W1!

Ruth Allen, Youth Librarian!
Central Library /Multnomah County Library!
503/988-5471!

Practice SAT for HS Students 

Summer Scholars 

Summer Camps/Classes 

http://www.schooltube.com, 
type “metropolitan learning 
center” in the search box in 

the top right, and then click 
“search schools.” Click on 
"Metropolitan Learning 
Center" when you get there. 
You will be carried away by 

students' suggestions 
about"certain fabulous books!!

Kiva Liljequist!
Media Specialist!
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MLC FIGHTS 
HUNGER!
MLC came in first place in the Project 
Second Wind food drive.  In early 

March, we collected over 750 pounds 
of food and almost $1,500 which is the 
equivalent to another 7,500 pounds of 
food.  We couldn’t have done it 
without our fabulous high schoolers 

who did  the work of promoting, 
collecting and counting cans and 
dollars.  These students are Violet 
Lane-Ruckman, Natalie Smith, Olivia 
Clark, Orianna O’Neill, Cecilia Smith 

and Ashley Blender.  Thank you for all 
of your generous donations that will 
provide much needed food to Oregon 
families.  !

$8,000 FOR ARTS 
AT MLC!
Run for the Arts Update!

MLC students have collected over 
$8,000 to be used for future artists-in-
residence, workshops, assemblies, art 

supplies and much more.  The whole 
school participated and we had a great 
time.  We had enthusiastic runners and 
very supportive families!  Special thanks 
to Deanne and her high school PE class 

for managing the event.  Participation 
awards and t-shirts will be distributed 
soon to students who earned 30 points or 
more. Thanks again for everyone’s 
commitment to supporting this event, 

which brings enriching art experiences to 
our students.!

Year End Cafeteria Account 
Balances !
Any remaining account balances (positive 
or negative) on students meal accounts at 
the end of the year will be automatically 
held for students at their current school or 
transferred to students’ new schools within 

the district. If your student is leaving the 
district, then you may call the Cafeteria 
Lead to arrange for a refund. Donations to 
the districts Pay It Forward Fund to help 
families who are not eligible for free meals 

are also welcome. Contact Patti Shafer at 
503/916-3398 to make donations.!
 Shannon Stember, !
Assistant Director, Nutrition Services !
503/916-3365 !

CAFƒ NEWS!

!!!!!!"
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Dear M.L.C. Community,"!

I am happy to be able to announce to you that we have a selection for the next 
Principal of Metropolitan Learning Center. Macarre Traynham, current Vice 
Principal of Lincoln High School, was introduced to the MLC interview 
committee and to school staff at the end of school Wednesday, May 25th."!

Macarre brings great experience with high schools. She served Lincoln for the last 
three years as their Vice Principal, where she was instrumental in making 

connections with all students and community members. Between 2004 and 2008 
years, she was asked to serve as Vice Principal for Jefferson, Benson and for the 
Portland Evening High School. Prior to that she taught mathematics for 6 years in 
California schools."!

Macarre went through a rigorous process to be selected; she wrote essays, was 
interviewed twice by Human Resources, had numerous reference checks, and 
performed in the Assessment Center, where she carried out Principal duties with 

actors and raters, including Deputy Superintendents and our Superintendent, 
and then finally an interview with MLC’s interview committee."She is highly 
regarded as an experienced administrator who is known as dedicated, energetic, 
and engaging leader."" !

She will begin her Principalship on July 1st, and will soon be working with you and 
the staff on ways to begin establishing relationships with the students, staff, 
parents, and community partners!
John Blanck!
Director of Administrative Hiring!
503/916-3239!

The murals ÔspringÕ to life!"!

The high school murals class is in the process 
of creating engaging, authentic murals for the 
MLC community student space. Students 
have been combining their own unique 

designs with pre-existing"original student 
artwork around the school. These juniors and 
seniors have been engaged in rigorous class 
discussions, planning sessions, team building 
activities, critique, as well as field trips to 

engage with public art"in Portland (including 
one very soggy afternoon in North Portland # 
ask us about it!).!

As"a blend of emerging and experienced 
artists we are excited"about the support that 
we have received from peers, parents  # the 
community.  Keep an eye out for our finished 

pieces as they near completion in the next 
couple of weeks. We hope you enjoy 
them!"Thank you.!
2011 High School Murals Class!



3rd Grade ÒPortland SkylineÓ 
Mosaic"Project 
By Jennifer Walker and Beven Byrnes!

The theme in Jennifer’s third grade class this spring: mosaic madness! The third graders had a 
blast working with local artist, Mark Brody, to finish the final panels of the MLC third grade 
glass mosaic titled, “Portland Skyline.”" The kids began their work with Mark by discussing 
what mosaic was all about – how the art is much like puzzle making: finding the size, shape and 

color that make for a nice tessellation or flow. 

Students met before the project to identify expectations; how to 
determine if the project meets those expectations; and how to measure, 
analyze and report results. They then developed a survey targeting 

community members to collect qualitative data. Incorporating 
mathematics into data collection, the Community Impact Survey 
includes questions measuring community satisfaction, added beauty and 
inspiration to school, sense of pride in project and quality of the finished 
piece (Table 1). !

Students also developed and completed a Class Impact Survey targeting 
participating students with questions that measure satisfaction of 

working on a public project, collaborative effort, skills gained and quality 
of finished piece (Table 2). !

Our thanks to the Regional Arts and Culture Council (RACC) who 
supported our work through their “Arts-In-Schools” grant program. "In 
addition, we graciously received in kind donations from DalTile and 
Bullseye Glass." Of course, we could not have done this project without 
the talented artist Mark Brody and parent volunteers. Many thanks to all 

the people that have supported this project from the beginning—right up 
to the very end.  

For the first couple of days, Mark set the kids to the task of drawing what they would see, hear, 
feel"in this park scene we were about to capture on our mosaic panel under the St. John’s bridge." 
We discussed and practiced perspective, symmetry (and how to use perpendicular and parallel lines 

to show movement and horizon) and gesture drawing in these initial contour line drawings.!

The third graders finished their contour line drawings by adding color." They were asked to 

consider the color wheel and explore colors that contrasted nicely together." By the third session, 
the kids were examining, sorting and placing transparent and opaque glass." They worked in pairs 
to find the best (both in color and shape) tessellating glass pieces to create a single flow !
for the river.!

The next week, the third graders were given mosaic information"and set out to work in small groups 
in the hall to create the beautiful mosaic that now adorns our stairwell.!

Each third grade class has added its own “touch” to the mosaic panels." This year, not only has Mark 
designed the mosaic with a bit of 3D action – the bridge panels were tiled and affixed on top of the 
panels that are installed into the wall – but he also used some of the kids’ contour line drawings." 
He"adhered them under clear, beveled glass pieces with a SPF protective gel medium."!

The completed mosaic was officially unveiled at a community gathering on Thursday, April 28th 

before a packed audience of students, families, sponsors and community members.!

June 2011 !  The MLC Alternative !   5!



Come one, come all!" !
Please come to the first 

auction meeting on June 
3rd, 2011 at 9am – 10am to 
talk about the plan for the 
2012 Auction. We will meet 
in the commons area outside 

the auditorium. In addition 
to the 3rd grade parents who 
are organizing the event, we 
would like 1-2 
representatives from the 

Kx2, 4x6, 7x8 and 9X12 
class groups to facilitate the 
involvement of the entire 
community. Bring any 
questions you have.!
Lauren Nathe and Tasha 
Pacheco!
2011 Auction Chairs!

Portland Farmers Market’s 
20th season brings a new 
location for its northwest 

neighborhood market: !

NW 19th and NW 
Everett Street, at 
theTrinity Episcopal 
Cathedral. Mark your 

calendars for opening day on 
Thursday, June 2, 3pm-7pm.  
The market will run every 

Thursday through!
 September 29.!

 In addition to musical 
entertainment, Bite Size Kids 
Cook Classes will be held the 
last Thursday of each month. 
These free, drop-in classes 
offer kids the chance cultivate 
their culinary skills and 

experience farm-fresh foods 
through free drop-in classes. 
These classes open to kids of all 
ages (though recipes and 
equipment are geared toward 

age seven and up). Each month 
will center on a featured 
ingredient:  ¥ June 30 - Groovy 
Greens ¥ July 28 - Booyah 
Berries ¥ August 25 - Sassy 

Summer Squash ¥ September 
29 - Terrific Tomatoes !
"Mona Johnson!
Portland Farmers Market!
503.241.0032!
www.portlandfarmersmarket.org!

Friday, June 3 
2012 Auction 

Meeting 

Thursday,  
June 9  

MLC  
Volunteer 

Recognition 
Reception  

This year’s Volunteer 
Recognition Reception will 
take place on Thursday, June 
9th at 3:15 pm in the MLC 

library.  It is a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate, 
share and honor the many, 
many people who have 
volunteered at MLC this 

school year.  It is also a chance 
to hear about the numerous 
ways that people support our 
community. This is an open 
invitation to all volunteers to 

be honored at the reception.  
Please, please come to accept 
our gratitude and enjoy some 
refreshments.  It means a lot 
to us to have the opportunity 

to thank you for all that you do 
for the MLC community!!

Please see the invitation 
attached to this newsletter.!

Solstice 
CDs coming 

soon! $10.00 
Watch for 

announce-
ments 

Thursday, June 2 
Portland Farmers 

Market 
Opening Day Our Staff Luncheon will be 

Wednesday, June 15th." This 
event allows the MLC 

Community to show how 
much we love and appreciate 
our staff." PTSA hosts a 
buffet luncheon for the staff 
in the library." We need your 

help to pull off this event." 
We would like everyone to 
donate some sort of finger 
food sweets (or savory) 
treats. These items can be 

enjoyed at the luncheon and 
then the staff can take any 
leftover items back to their 
classroom or home to enjoy 
later." PTSA will provide 

entrees and salad." We will 
need help with set- up 
beginning at 10:00 and 
clean up at 1:00 and with 
some shopping ahead of 

time." If you can help with 
any of these activities, please 
contact Mary Franklin at 
mary@aetaxservice.com or 
503-887-1243.!

Wednesday 
June 15 

Staff Luncheon 
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OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERS  
Laura Bullock, Activities Coordinator 

!!!"
!!!"

!!!"

!!!"

!!!"

In addition to the Volunteer Recognition Reception held each spring, it has been a tradition to name outstanding volunteers and highlight 
some of the invaluable contributions they have made.  This is an incredibly difficult task.  So many parents, alumni, community members, 
retired staff and others give their time, creativity, spirit, insights, skills, and resources, how do I mention just a few.  So before I do, I want 

to thank you, each and every one of you for what you do to make MLC the phenomenal community it is.  I want to acknowledge that not 
every person has the same amount of time and resource to give.  So, thank you to the parent who takes an hour off work, unpaid, each 
week to teach an elective and the parent who chaperones a field trip and the parent who can’t get off work to volunteer in school but buys a 
Chinook Book or donates some supplies to a classroom.  You are all incredible and we are lucky to have you and I wish I could mention 
everything that everyone has done all year.  That being said, here are the outstanding volunteers for the 2010-11 school year: 
Lauren Nathe, mother of a 1st and 3rd 
grader here at MLC and Tasha Pacheco, 
mother of a 3rd and 8th grader were co-

chairs of the MLC PTSA auction.  The 
auction was a huge success and raised lots 
of money to support our programs and 
provide scholarships for students to 
participate in activities and field trips.  In 

addition, Lauren has helped in the 
classroom, with Renn Faire and serves on 
the KCLC board.  Tasha also helps in the 
classroom, with Renn Faire and elective 
sign ups and chaperoned the middle 

school trip to Israel. 

Katherine Kondylis, mother of a 3rd 
grader, is involved in so many aspects of 
our school.  She serves on the MLC Site 

Council and helps in the classroom and 
on field trips.  She also served on the 
principal selection committee. 

Carla Peters, mother of a kindergartner, 
has jumped right into the spirit of 
volunteering during her first year at MLC.  

She helps in the classroom and on field 
trips.  She taught electives, worked at sign 
ups and helped out with Run for the Arts 
and the auction.  She also served as a high 
school portfolio panelist. 

Stephanie Brown, mother of a 1st grader, 
is always there when we need a volunteer!  
She has helped with the auction, scrip, Run 

for the Arts, the Renn Faire and regularly 
in the classroom.  In addition, she was 
invaluable in providing childcare during 
phone banking for the PPS bond and !
levy campaign. 

Desiree Wolcott-Cushman and Carl 
Wolcott, parents of MLC 3rd grader, 5th 
grader, 10th grader and senior, give so much 

time to our school.  They are involved in field 
trips, Lego Robotics, electives, elective sign 
ups, the library, the Book Faire, the Renn 
Faire, phone banking and canvassing for the 
PPS bond and levy . . . the list goes on! 

Adam Reitzes and Ellen Graham, parents 
of MLC 5th grader and 7th grader, are 
another super-involved couple.  Ellen took 

over the The MLC Alternative our monthly 
newsletter,  and has done a beautiful job 
with it; she also puts together the school 
directory.  Adam serves on Site Council 
and the KCLC Board; he also sat on the 

principal selection committee, coached a 
Lego Robotics team in the Fall and taught 
an elective this spring. 

Scott McClain and Stella Kerl-McClain, 
parents of MLC 1st grader and 3rd grader 
help out whenever they can.  They are both 

involved in volunteering in the classroom 
and on field trips.  They both teach 
electives and help with sign ups.  And Scott 
served on the principal selection 
committee and the PTSA Facility 

committee.  He also helped get lawn signs 
for our community for the PPS bond and 
levy campaign.  

Michelle Mize, mother of MLC 1st grader, 
has been an outstanding volunteer since 
her daughter started kindergarten.  She 

helps regularly in the classroom.  She 
assisted with the auction, Run for the Arts, 
the Renn Faire and much more.  If you 
need her, she is there!!

Mary Franklin, mother of MLC 8th grader, 
has been an outstanding volunteer since her 
oldest son first started at MLC as a 

kindergartener, some 12 years ago.  She has 
been involved in just about every volunteer 
opportunity at MLC over the years.  She has 
been on countless overnight fieldtrips.  She 
organizes pizza night each year and helps 

with the auction.  This year, she is 
coordinating 8th grade promotion.  Of 
course, in recent years, Mary has been our 
fearless, PTSA President and has been a 
strong advocate for the PTSA scholarship 

program and student access to all of the 
enriching opportunities we provide. This is 
Mary’s last year at MLC and we will miss her.  !

In addition, I would like to mention some of the many volunteers who also do so much:  Tammie Andreas & Josh Weidman, Lauren 
Geffner, Buff Medb Neretin, Lee Gordon, Becca Kenck-Crispin, Tanya March, Cliff Lehman, Jacquelyn Martin,  Lisa Allen and Randy 
Foster, Jennifer and Anthony Burrell, Dawn Weiss, Jennifer Fleenor, Beth Caldwell, Stacie Criscuolo, Jennifer Creswell and Ian 

Doescher, Sally Lee, Jay Ponteri, Renee Bacastow, Erin Farrar, Laura Lane-Ruckman, Donna Cohn, Vanessa Mathis, Ruth Frankel, Will 
and Catherine Dart, Allison Coates, Jeff Creswell, Elise Eden, Petra Smith, Bitty Gedgaugas, Gabriel Liston, Susan Prindle, Leigh Anne 
Scherer, Craig Holt, Larry Preston, Sally Garrido-Spencer, Jane Archer, Diana Moosman, Karen Riley-Cummings, Gwen Stover and 
Beven Byrnes.!

!!!"
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Jen Aron!
Tammie Andreas!
Faye Schuler!
Alexis Patterson!
Jade Amundson!
Sarah Lind!
Mira Herrick!
Corinne Donohue Mercier!
Keegan Johnston!
Ashley Blender!
Amy King!
Tana Wittwer!
Katrina Jaeger Johnston!
Elise Eden!
Le Billington!
Jen Davidson!
Deborah Gant!
Kathy Stockflieth!
Paul!
Julia Goode!
Buff Medb Neretin!
Chris & Kelly Brickner!
Margaret Lillie!
Mackie Borrick-K!
Michel Harvey!
Shannon Stockflieth!
Jennifer Burrell!
Emily Alexander!
Mike Sherman!
Larry!
Bryan Wolcott!
Leigh Anne Scherer!
Serena Frazee!
Oak Alger!
Jen Dawkins!
Jamie Sajovic !
Alexanora Taylor!
Katrina Nielson!

This list does not include all the 
classroom helpers who helped on 
balloon swords, magic wands, 
magic wave jar, cake walk, 
marshmallow structures, 
pudding painting or the Knights 
of Veritas, sketch artist, the wool 
demo etc... "Special thank to 
Laura Lane-Ruckman and 
Bridges Cafe for talking over 
food again this year! "And to all 
the middle school and high 
school students who step up the 
day of and make it such a 
wonderful event.!
Tanya March!

Renn Faire Review: Tanya 
reported on Renn Faire, there 
was lots of student support, but 

less parent support; would like 
more parent volunteers next 
year; perhaps more description 
of events in the opening day 
packet would help; NOT 

ENOUGH ICE; Knights of 
Veritas were good, but they went 
on a long time, perhaps having 
them for an all school assembly 
instead; plant sale did well, but 

perhaps KCLC can take it over 
next year; May would be better 
than April next year for the!
Renn Faire.!

2011-12 MLC PTSA Board 
Elections: Nominating 
Committee put in a slate: Leigh 

Anne Scherer as President, 
Stephanie Brown as Secretary; 
Kathy moves that we accept the 
slate as proposed, Michelle 
seconds, motion approved.!

Staff Appreciation Luncheon: 
June 15th, volunteers needed 

from 10:00-12:00, clean up 
from 1:00-2:00, please bring 
finger foods and desserts to show 
our appreciation to the teachers.!

2010-2011 Events Review:!
It would be good to coordinate 

with KCLC next year; put 
pictures on the website of each 
event to let parents (particularly 
new parents) know what to 
expect.!
Community Dance/Pizza 
Night: in October, worked really 
well together, separate from 
curriculum night, staff the top 
floor to keep kids out, square 

dancing was great, DJ was great, 
perhaps hiring Roxanne next 
year to help cook; Lauren N. 
wants a disco ball.!

MLC PTSA MEETING MINUTES!
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PTSA Meeting!
May 19, 2011!

Attendance: Leigh Anne 
Scherer, Mary Franklin, 
Kathy Couch, Tanya March, 
Jacquelyn Martin, Lauren 
Nathe, Michelle Mize, Pam 

Shelly, Lauren Geffner!

Welcome & Introductions: !

Review of April Minutes: 
Lauren N. moves that the 

April minutes be accepted 
without additions, Kathy 
seconds, motion approved.!

TreasurerÕs Report: !
"! $1,429 from Blue Moon !
"! Jacquelyn presented the 
P&L!
"! A few checks came in from 
the auction.!
"! Income & Expenses from 
Renn Faire!
"! We are slightly over on our 

$20,000 allocation for 
scholarships.!
"! Kathy moves we raise to 
$22,000, Tanya seconds, 
motion approved.!

Auction 2011 Review & 
2012 Preview: Lauren 

reported on the auction. The 
committee has put together a 
binder with specific infor- 
mation on everything related 
to the auction; looking for 3rd 

grade parent(s) to coordinate 
the 2012 auction as well as 
grade level representatives; 
better organization on the 
class projects this year; 

looking for a space near MLC 
to help with parking and 
childcare; Holy Trinity is still 
an option. March 9th, 2012 is 
next year’s auction; All third 

grade parents will be invited 
to a planning meeting June 
3rd, 9:00 am in the commons.!

2010-2011 Events Review 
(continued):!
Wreath Sale: went fine, 

makes us money, maybe we 
can add the pies from 
Willamette Valley Fruit 
Company back in next year.!
Staff Baskets: Wednesday 

instead of Friday morning, 
good volunteers.!
Craft Faire: did not have the 
volume of attendees to 
warrant outside vendors; need 

to decide if it is a fundraiser or 
a community event; could 
reduce the cost to vendors if 
we do not think we need to 
raise money for it; need to 

clarify the mission and 
communicate it; should not 
charge admission; two days 
may be too long; on the same 
day as Solstice worked well; 

reminder to communicate 
with NW Children’s Theater 
to see if we could use their 
parking lot for Solstice!
Literacy Week and Book 
Faire: stay connected with 2nd 
or 3rd week of Feb to allow us 
to apply for the PTA grant!
Auction: yes, food was good, 
lots of donations, merchant 

services through Umpqua was 
good.!
Renn Faire: Move to May; 
clean up went well.!

New Business:!
None!

Mary shared her experience 
with us to send us on our way 
next year, we wish her the 

best of luck in her new 
adventures!!!

Meeting Adjourned at 8:01 



Dear MLC Community,"

I want to thank you for letting The Franklin Family stay around for 12 years.   Being Gresham residents and having to transfer 
between districts each year, I have always felt like a very grateful guest. We began our commute in September 1999 and I have 
experienced MLC as both a parent and as a member of the PTSA Board."

As a parent, I have had the privilege of helping in classrooms, attending plays, events, field trips and lots of camping. At Silver 
Falls (coldest night ever!), NW Trek, Camp Hancock, Camp Kiwanilong, Cispus, Lost Lake, Newport, and Cascadia.  With 
other parents of current 8th graders and Pam Shelly, I helped bring all day Kindergarten to MLC.  I ran Egg Drop for a couple of 
years between when Holt retired and it was integrated into the High School curriculum. Storylines and expeditions have taught 
me more than my children and throughout it all, I have felt encouragement, support and love from the MLC Staff.  "

I have been a member of the MLC PTSA Board for 9 years, first as Vice President and Secretary and for the past 4 years as 
President.  During this time MLC PTSA has become more transparent and financially stable and is guided by a mission to 
ensure that all students can participate in all activities, irrespective of the financial situation of their family.  Truly No Child Left 
Behind!  The ongoing success of our Auction enables PTSA to consistently support the MLC Staff and the wonderful and 
unique opportunities they provide for our children every day.  The current PTSA Board is extremely talented, enthusiastic, and 
capable.  MLC PTSAÕs success is secure with the dedication of the board and all the members of the community.  "

I would like to share a few things I have learned throughout my years at MLC:"
#! Always bring coffee, especially while camping.  Adults need to be properly medicated"
#! Volunteer, raise your hand, ask if you can help - it doesnÕt matter how small or mundane the task.  You will get back far more 
than you ever give. "
#! When someone volunteers they give you and the school a gift - thank them - always and often.  "
#! Traditions are a wonderful part of our community but make sure that you keep an open mind.  When you hear yourself 
saying ÒBut we have always done it this wayÓ pause and listen, because things change and the next best idea may be coming. "
#! Try to refrain from comparing events year to year. Every year and every event is different - different people, different 
environment, different economy - so every event will be the best one that year.  This school year we have had the best 2010 
Community Dance, the best 2011 Auction and the best 2011 Renaissance Faire."
#! Have faith in the MLC Community- they will always come through.  "

Starting in the fall, I will be making the trip alone into Downtown Portland while Tom joins Charlie at Sam Barlow High School 
in Gresham, 3 miles east of our house.  They take with them each day curiosity, an eagerness to learn and strong fundamental 
skills, all developed at MLC. And they embody the character traits of MLC:  Courage, Compassion, Self- Discipline, Integrity 
and Respect.  Thank you all for allowing our family to be part of the MLC Community.  You have changed our lives and we are 
better people for the experience.  "

Much Love"
Mary, Andy, Charlie and Tom Franklin"
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Abrazos fuertes   sawasdee khaa 



To show our appreciation for your time, 
support and energy, we wish to invite you 

to our 

Volunteer  
Recognition 

Reception 

Thursday, June 9th, 2011 

At 3:15pm in the MLC Library 

For Gratitude and Refreshments 




