Newsletter #6 March 1st-April 5th , 2010

5th Grade- Mr. Hendrickson’s Class

Time seems to be flying by.  Just three more weeks until Spring Vacation!!  

There will be school on Friday, April 9th.  However Jackson and Wilson will be closed to students as teachers have a planning day to work on progress reports.

Architecture 101

Our architect, Leslie Rosenberg will spend her first day with our class on March 4.  She’ll meet with our class over the next 6-7 weeks.  After students learn basic architectural principals and style they will be assigned a client and will construct what that client desires.  There will be lots of math, science, social studies, writing and art along with a several hand-on activities.

7th Grade Writing Mentors

Mr. Rose’s Jackson Middle School 7th Graders are working with our 5th graders over the next few weeks.  The 7th graders act as a guide on the side while 5th graders work through the writing process.  We had our first meeting last Tuesday at Jackson and it was quite productive.

OMSI

We will travel on Tri-Met to OMSI on Friday, March 12th.  The students will participate in a scavenger hunt and view current exhibits that tie in with our 5th Grade curriculum.  We would love to have you join us!  Information will be sent home today.

Science Fair Reminder:  Due Monday, March 15th.

You are invited to our class science fair on Wednesday March 17.  Each student will design a science project that will require him or her to do the following:  

**Create a question to answer

**Develop a hypothesis (an educated guess as to what they think the answer will 

   be)

**Collect the materials they will need to answer their question

**List the procedures to show how the experiment was conducted.

**Collect data and analyze the results of the data.

**Lastly, all the information will be organized and presented to their peers and parents.

We have focused on one topic at a time.  Each Monday, a new topic has been sent home.  It is due the following Monday.  Part of the project will be completed at school and part at home.  Please encourage your child to complete as much of the project on their own as they can.  There will be times when they need assistance (getting materials, helping them test their hypothesis, etc.) yet hopefully they will choose a question that allows them to complete this project on their own. It’s okay if their hypothesis isn’t correct.  The important part of this project is that the student is able to learn why the hypothesis was incorrect and develop a new one.

The project is divided up into manageable weekly parts.  This should alleviate any last minute rushing to complete the project.

The week of March 8th, the students will receive their last task-conclusions.

They will complete this task and complete their presentation board so it’s ready on Monday, March 15th.

Just a reminder:  Please remember you can keep up to date on our class webpage and calendar.

Also, in the address bar, students can type in “portaportal.com” and then put “mrh44” to access many different subject to practice basic skills or extend their knowledge in a particular area of study.  We have used this in school so your child should be familiar with it.
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The next newsletter will be on Monday, April 6th, 2010.

