Newsletter #4  January 4-February 1, 2010

5th Grade- Mr. Hendrickson’s Class

Happy New Years to you!!  I hope you had a wonderful winter vacation!
 

I have to admit that I enjoyed the amount of snow we received this year much more compared to last year

Court House Experience Field Trip

Our trip is on Thursday, January 21 and we would love to have you join us as a chaperone.  We’ll take Tri-met to and from the court house.  Field trip slips will go home today.  Please try to return the slip as soon as possible.  We have to order lunches from the cafeteria and they need adequate time to make the lunches and adjust food orders since 55 kids will not be eating lunch at school.

Student Artists 

I’m hoping you saw the art that your child produced with Erica Huber.  The gnomes turned out beautiful!  The art work your child has created this year was sent home on Thursday, December 17.  The gnomes turned out beautiful!  This group of students is one of the most creative and artistic groups I’ve ever had.

We will meet with Mrs. Huber for two more art lessons this month on Thursday, January 7 and Thursday, January 28.  I’d like to thank Ethan’s mom, Marguerite Rogers for assisting Mrs. Huber during the last two sessions.  If you have time, please considering helping the students wit their art projects.

Architects in America

Mrs. Ross and I were selected to participate in the Architects in America program again this year.  Generally, schools aren’t chosen in consecutive years so we’re pretty happy we will be able to participate again this year.   We will attend a day long training in January and be matched up with an architect who will work with both classes over about a 5 week period.  It’s a great program utilizing math, social studies and art as a foundation.

January Monthly Project

The students will be giving an oral presentation on one of the U.S.presidents for the January project. Most students chose a president before winter vacation.  They will become that president and tell us about their life!  If possible, they should also try to wear something that their president probably would have worn in his life time.  Each student will also create a mobile to help us learn more about that president.  

The information for this project is attached to the weekly homework.  We will also spend some time showing how to create a mobile.  The mobile and presentation is due Monday, January 25.

Homework
The students have been doing a good job completing homework on time.  Just a reminder... if a situation arises where your child is unable to complete an assignment, it is the responsibility of your child to ask you to write a note to excuse or extend the time to complete the assignment. 

It is your child’s responsibility to complete her/his homework. They can ask you for suggestions, yet they need to do the work. If your child is not understanding the assignment, have them talk to me the next day. 

Homework provides a wonderful opportunity for students to learn how to organize their time and to be responsible for the completion of a task.

JUST A REMINDER-  Each Monday, a sheet is sent home describing that week’s homework assignments. If a sheet is misplaced, there are always extra copies available in the classroom.  You can also go to my web page calendar and download a copy.

January Curriculum

Our math will focus on 3-d geometry, fractions, decimals, percents, problem solving and continued practice with computation.  

In reading we will continue to work on comprehension strategies and locating information in different text structures.  

The emphasis in writing  will be on:


· Revision (producing multiple drafts)

· Conventions: spelling, capitalization, punctuation

· Having a strong beginning, middle and end 

· Sentence fluency: Varying the types of sentences used





· Word choice: using specific words/adding more descriptive language

Our social studies focus will be centered around Colonial America.

As always,  if you have any questions in regards to the homework or anything else,  please contact me:

jhendric@pps.k12.or.us  or 503-916-5681.

More Ideas for Parents

Things you can do if you have a few spare minutes with your child...

Remember to check out our portaportal web site.  Your child can get extra practice on a variety of topics that we have and will study in class.  Go to “portaportal.com” and in the guest box type “mrh44”.

Students have a vocabulary study sheet of math terms.  I can give them an extra copy for home to practice.

Fractions, decimals and percents: draw pictures to show what they look like.

**Choose an amount of money.  When shopping or ordering from a menu, have your child round to the nearest dollar and estimate the total cost.

**Help with dinner...measuring, mixing, cooking etc.

**Finding charts/graphs in the newspaper and explaining what the chart/graph is trying to communicate.

**Going out to eat...How much will the bill be?  How much change would you receive if you paid with______________?  What should the tip be?

**If each footstep you take is equal to 1 foot, How many feet would it be from here to there?  Why do you think that?  If you started here, where would you be standing after 100 steps?  1000 steps?

**Skip counting by multiples of 3’s, 4’s, 6’s etc.  EXTENSION:  How do you know if _________ is a multiple of_________.  For example, a number would be a multiple of 3 if its digits can be divided equally by three.  123 is a multiple of three, because it’s digits add up to 6  (1+2+3) which is divisible by 3.

**Counting by 10’s, but start with a number that isn’t a multiple of 10, for  example, 11, 21, 31, 41, etc.  How many 10’s/100’s would it take to land on __________?

**Pick a number from 1000-1,000,000.  Have your child tell you what number comes before and after the number you chose.  A more advanced extension would be to have your child tell you the number that is 10 more or 10 less or even 100 more or 100 less than the number you chose.

Probably one of the best questions you can ask your child is , “How do you know you  have the correct answer?”  “Can you think of another way to show me what you know?”  “What helped you most with figuring out how to do this problem?”

If you have more time, a wonderful geometry activity is to have students make 3-D models of geometric figures using straws or newspapers.  Students estimate the angles, count the number of vertices, edges, faces, etc.

Important Dates

Monday

1/4/2010


Back To School!!!!

Thursday

1/7/2010


Art with Mrs. Huber @ 









8:50 am

Monday

1/18/2010


Martin Luther King Jr.








Holiday observed








NO SCHOOL

Wednesday          1/20/2010                       2 hour late opening 

Thursday

1/21/2010


Courthouse Trip

Thursday
1/28/2010


Art with Mrs. Huber @ 8:50 am                      


The next newsletter will be on Monday, February 1, 2010

