Newsletter #5 February 1-March 1, 2010

5th Grade- Mr. Hendrickson’s Class

Halfway through the year…wow!  

It’s time to begin thinking about middle school! A flier went home last week about the parent information night at Jackson Middle School on Tuesday, February 2nd at 7:00 pm.  As a former Jackson parent, I found this meeting to be very informative.

Mrs. Ross and I were accepted into the “Portland Architects in the Schools” program.  We attended a workshop on Saturday to learn techniques of drawing and architecture.  We also discussed what we will study over the 6 weeks.  We have some great hands-on activities planned to show the students how architectural principals can be used in their everyday lives.

This program provides an architect to each of our classrooms.  Our architect is Leslie Rosenburg.  She will work with our classes for about six weeks starting the week of February 19.  We have planned some fun activities.

Student Artists 

Mrs. Huber has asked our class to create the dragon for the Chinese New Year’s Parade.  They will practice moving as a dragon and move through the school for everyone to see.  The parade will begin at 2:30 on Friday, February 5th, try to arrive a little early so you can get a good spot to watch.  

Our next art class is on Thursday, February 18 at 8:50 if you would like to help out.  Thanks again to Marguerite Rodgers (Ethan’s mom) for helping during our class art time.

Valentine’s Party

On Friday, February 12th, we’ll have our Valentine’s Party at 2:00 pm.  I will pick up treats/beverages for the party.  It is okay if students bring treats too as long they are store bought and there are enough for 30 kids.  There are also several students who cannot have gelatin products so please make an effort to check for this if you would like to send treats.  The students will also be able to pass out Valentine cards.

February Projects

There are two projects scheduled for this month.  Our first project will have each student create a space diorama.  They will need to research one planet of their choice and write the ten most important things about the planet.  This project will last two weeks and is due on Tuesday, February 16th. 

Our second project is preparing for this year’s Science Fair on March 19.   Each Monday, (actually Tuesday the first week) starting February 16th, the students will complete one part of their Science Fair project.  They will turn in their work the following Monday.  This will happen weekly until the Science Fair.  We have found that students are more successful with this project when we break it into smaller tasks.

The Science Fair will be counted as the monthly project for March.

Science Fair

You are invited to our class science fair on Wednesday, March 17th.  Each student will design a science project that will require him or her to do the following:  

**Create a question to answer

**Develop a hypothesis (an educated guess as to what they think the answer will 

   be)

**Collect the materials they will need to answer their question

**List the procedures to show how the experiment was conducted.

**Collect data and analyze the results of the data.

**Lastly, all the information will be organized and presented to their peers and parents.

We will focus on one topic at a time.  Each Monday (see Important Dates) a new topic will be sent home.  It will be due the following Monday.  Part of the project will be completed at school and part at home.  Please encourage your child to complete as much of the project on their own as they can.  There will be times when they need assistance, (getting materials, helping them test their hypothesis, etc.) yet hopefully they will choose a question that allows them to complete this project on their own. It’s okay if their hypothesis isn’t correct.  The important part of this project is that the student is able to learn why the hypothesis was incorrect and develop a new one.

The project is divided into manageable weekly parts.  This should alleviate any last minute rushing to complete the project.

           Important Dates

Tuesday



2/4/2010



Parent information Night At Jackson









Middle School @ 7:00 pm

Friday



2/12/2010


Valentine’s Party

Monday



2/15/2010


President’s Day










NO SCHOOL 

Tuesday



2/16/2010


#1 Question and Hypothesis is due

Wednesday                                       2/17/2010
        2 hour late opening

Thursday


2/18/2010


Art with Mrs. Huber









at 8:50 am.

Monday



2/22/2010


#2 Materials list is due

Monday



3/1/2010 


#3 List of procedures is due

Monday



3/8/2010



#4 Collect/analyze Data is due

Friday



3/12/2010


Trip to OMSI

Monday



3/15/2010


Science Fair Presentation









Due today

Thursday


3/17/2010


Science Fair @12:45-2:00 pm

For parents in the 5th grade classrooms

Monday-Friday


3/22-26/2010


SPRING VACATION









NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Thursday                                          5/7/2010                                        All day trip to Salem to see the state  

                                                                                                                   Capitol    




The next newsletter will be on Monday, March 1, 2010
