Newsletter # 4 December 7th-January 4th, 2010

  5th Grade- Mr. Hendrickson’s Class

I hope you all had an enjoyable Thanksgiving break.  I want to thank you for making the time to attend your child’s parent/teacher conference.  You offer valuable insights from home that help me make more connections with your child.  

We had many grandparents and special friends who visited our class on Family Day.  Our visitors were kept busy with PE, introductions and a math activity in the classroom, Life Skills PE and the Scholastic Bookfair.  Everyone seemed to have a great time!

December Speeches

Our month long project (it’s actually just a week and a half) will have students presenting a 3-5 minute speech about something they know how to make or do.  Each student picked a topic and worked on their speech for last week’s homework.  Speeches will be presented and scored this week (12/7-11/09).  At the latest, your child will receive a score sheet by Monday, December 14th to take home so you can see how he/she did.

Literacy

Students will continue to work in their leveled reading groups, which focus heavily on nonfiction. We will continue to practice strategies that improve vocabulary and comprehension (I’ve included these strategies in this newsletter) and work on higher level thinking skills using Bloom’s taxonomy.

In writing, the focus will be on organization and revision.  Students will write multiple drafts and begin to collect work for their portfolios.

We will continue to work on developing a clear beginning, middle and end for each piece of writing along with adding specific detail.

For the second semester, more emphasis will be spent on revision, adding specific details, word choice and grammar/conventions.  

Math

We will focus on 2d and 3-d geometry, graphing, decimals, percents and fractions and conversions. We will continue to work on problem solving strategies and basic math skills.

Kindergarten Buddies/PE with Life Skills students

We have been partnering with Mrs. Johnson’s kindergarten class since the beginning of the school year.  The fifth graders help their buddies with reading and some with writing and math.  It’s been enjoyable to watch the excitement of the kindergartners when they see their partners.  It’s always a pleasant surprise when the fifth graders seem disappointed when we are not able to visit. 

In addition, some students in our class help our Life Skills students in PE.  They work one on one to help the Life Skills students participate successfully with movement.

Experiences like these allow the kids to be seen as leaders in the school and is an example of community service that is expected of all Markham students.
Some Ideas for Parents at Home

Reading Strategies
When reading with your child, occasionally stop and ask, “What do you think will happen next?”

Next, ask them why they think that. Have your child go back to the places in the book that can back up their prediction.

In addition, if your child has just finished reading a sentence, paragraph or page and does not understand what was read, have him/her go back to the place where they last understood what was going on.

Encourage more nonfiction reading so that your child becomes familiar with the layout of this genre.  The amount of nonfiction reading increases significantly in middle school.

Strategies used by proficient readers:

1.  Making connections between prior knowledge and the text.

2.  Asking questions  (This is the key to really understanding what is 

      being read).

3.  Visualizing (Creating images in the mind).

4.  Drawing inferences (you take what is known, look for clues and 

      make a judgment).

5.  Determining important ideas

6.  Synthesizing information (combining new information with 

      current information and then form an original idea).

7.  Repairing understanding (See above suggestions).

Questions to help with writing

“Can you tell me more about...?”

“How did you decide to...?”

“What is your favorite part?”  

“What is it about this part that you like better than the rest of your writing?”

“If you were going to add another part to your writing what would you add?”

“Are there any parts you might think about changing?”  How would you change it?”

These questions will help your child become more independent in reflecting upon his/ her own work.

 I want to again thank you for your support.  You make my job a lot more enjoyable.   I hope you and your family have a restful (as much as possible!) and joyful winter vacation.

Lastly, please feel free to call 503-916-5681 or e-mail jhendric@pps.k12.or.us if you have any questions, concerns or anything else you would like to share. 

Also, be sure to visit our class web page for the month’s activities.  You can also click the calendar link to view important events and download newsletters and homework.  Please remember to check out our portaportal site at portaportal.com.  Type in “mrh44” in the guest box.  This site has many activities that will reinforce and extend the students classroom learning.

Important Dates to Know

Mon-Fri.
12/7-11/09
Speech Presentations

Thur.

12/11/08

Report cards sent home

Mon-Fri.
12/15-19/08
Speaking Presentations

Fri.

12/18/09

Last day of school before WInter Vacation.

Sat.-Sun.  12/19/09-01/03/10
WINTER  VACATION







NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Mon.

01/04/10

First day back to school in the new year!!

Newsletters will be sent home on the first Monday of each month.

Next newsletter will be on January 4th, 2010
