Newsletter #2 October 4th-November 1st, 2010
5th Grade- Mr. Hendrickson’s Class

So far, so good!! We have had quite a productive month.
I would like to thank all of you for your continued support and friendliness this past month. 
The students’ first art project with Erica Huber can be seen hanging on the wall outside our room.  The focus on artist Joseph M. W. Turner.  This is a very creative and artistic group of students and they designed beautiful pirate ships!
It was really nice to meet so many of you at our Back to School Night on September 16.  If you were unable to attend, I sent home the information I covered and the remaining times I have available for Parent/Teacher conferences.  Please feel free to contact me if you ever have any questions.

We still need parents to volunteer for a half hour during the school carnival at our class booth on October 29th. It goes quick and the carnival is a nice way to meet other Markham families.

Just a reminder:  You can download homework, newsletters, field trip information, view the class calendar by going to the Markham School website and selecting my name.  Please check out the portaportal page too!  There are a lot of activities for your child to do.

Chief Lelooska Field Trip
Our first field trip is Wednesday, November 3rd.  Please make sure your child brings a lunch if they didn’t order one from the cafeteria.  We will leave shortly before 9:00 am.  Please help your child be on time.
Also, they should dress for the weather, preferably in layers that can be added or removed as needed.  It is recommended that your child bring warm clothing (gloves, coat and hat) for the trip.  It will be much colder near Mt. St.  Helen’s than it is here in Portland.

David Bell will be working with our students again in the “Banking for the Future” program.  David will meet with the class four times starting on September 29.  He’ll be teaching the students about the importance of making wise decisions when working with their own money.  The students from previous years learned a lot and I expect the same to be true for this group

SUN SCHOOL IS IN FULL SWING.  PLEASE REMIND YOUR CHILD WHAT DAY (S) THEY WILL ATTEND.  THIS WILL HELP US MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD IS WHERE HE/SHE IS SUPPOSED TO BE AT THE END OF EACH DAY!

Homework   Students will receive an assignment sheet each Monday listing the week’s assignments.  The students should bring home a copy of their reading booklet and have the answers to the questions completed by Wednesday (unless otherwise noted).  Most nightly homework will be reviewed the following day.  Vocabulary/Spelling packets are due on Friday.  My goal is to return them to the students no later than the following Monday.  Please ask your child to see the homework rating sheet.  They and I rate the quality of their work.
In addition, periodically I will be sending a reflection sheet home as homework.  The purpose of this homework is to give your child time to reflect on how she/he is doing and to develop goals to challenge themselves more.  I also want you to know how your child views their success in the classroom.  I strongly believe that developing the habit of setting goals will benefit them in the years to come. 
Students are expected to read at least 20-30 minutes, 3-4 nights each week.  There will be no homework given on weekends with the exception of the monthly genre study.   
This month’s genre will focus on mysteries.  A bibliography is attached to the information packet.  Your child will create a pop-up mystery book about the book they read.  We will make the booklet in class (the week of 10/12 ) and your child will do the writing and illustrations at home. 

 This Semester…
 We will spend a great deal of time learning about how words work.  Students will learn strategies to help them tackle the larger words they will encounter as they progress through the year.  The parts of speech will also be taught.   It is expected that students use these strategies in their written work.
Our reading will focus on comprehension, cause and effect, sequence and summarizing information.  The students are learning strategies such as making predictions and asking questions that will help them better remember what they read.
We write often in class and across all subject areas.  The students are learning how to generate ideas that can be turned into stories, reports, etc.  The first few drafts generally focus on organizing ideas, answering questions by adding more detail and word choice.  Later drafts will focus on fluency, punctuation, spelling and paragraph structure.
 At home encourage your child to work on stories, poems, etc. that he/she can bring into class to share.
Math instruction is focused on building arrays to learn the factors of a given number.  They will count using multiples of a number to arrive at much larger numbers.  In addition to basic arithmetic skills, we are working with fractions, decimals and percents.  We will also be working with 3-d geometry and volume.

Volunteer Opportunities
If you would like to help the class, the following are areas in which your help would be greatly appreciated:
	Running off copies
	Assisting students in the computer lab (especially with their written work)
	Reading with individual students (after lunch each day)
	Helping with the monthly art lessons done by Erica Huber.
If you have training using literature circles or the Junior Great Book Program you could lead small groups of students with reading.
Lastly, one of the more powerful examples of sharing is when a parent talks to the class about how they use a certain subject in their own work.  It helps the students to see the relevance of the effort they put in now will benefit them in the future.

Birthdays
It is fine for your child to bring a store bought treat to share with the class on his or her birthday.

Class Parties
We are allowed to have three parties during the school year, in addition to the end of the year party/picnic. 

As always, if you ever have any questions, concerns, etc., please feel free to call me at 503-916-5681 or e-mail (I’m a really slow typist yet I will try to get back to you ASAP)  jhendric@pps.k12.or.us. Thank you for your support and cooperation!              

 Jim Hendrickson
 				


















Important Dates


Fri.			10/8	          Statewide Inservice Day	
					No School for students
					
Wed.			10/13	2 hour late opening

Art with Erica Huber
@ 12:45 pm


	
Monday.		10/25	Art with Erica Huber
Fri.			10/29	PTA Carnival
					5:30-7:30 pm


Fri.			10/29	Mystery Pop-Up Books due

Wed.			11/3		Chief Lelooska Field Trip

Fri.			11/5    	Teacher Planning Day
					No school for students

Thur.		11/11	Veterans’ Day
					No School for Students

No school the week of November 22nd due to Parent/Teacher Conferences and the Thanksgiving Day holiday.

Newsletters will be sent home on the first Monday of each month.

Next Newsletter will be on November 1, 2010
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