Annotated bibliography of Journalism books at Madison
BIOGRAPHIES

Graves, Charles Parlin. Nellie Bly, Reporter for The World. 1971.
94 pages, with large type and illustrations.
Summary      An easy to read biography of one of the first women reporters, whose trip around the world in less than eighty days made her an international celebrity.
B BLY 

Chancellor, Alexander. Some Times in America: and a Life in a Year at the New Yorker. 1999.
With illustrations. 

Summary     Chancellor, a lifelong journalist, was editor for the Spectator, a British political weekly, in 1975 when Tina Brown, then 21, was looking for work. He didn't hire her, but nearly two decades later, when she began her controversial term as editor for the New Yorker, she hired him to oversee the magazine's opening section, "The Talk of the Town." There was public skepticism over a Brit's ability to run a quintessentially American publication and a specifically New York section of it. Chancellor turns his often awkward experiences into a pondering of "the strangeness of being British in the U.S." and consideration of the differences between British and American journalism.
B CHANCELLOR 

Donaldson, Sam. Hold on, Mr. President! 1988.
8 p. of illustrations. 
Summary       The book's title expresses how this veteran TV newsman sees his job: unrelenting, skeptical questioning to find out what is really going on. Using an entertaining anecdotal style, Donaldson relates how he became a newsman and explores what he sees as the ends served by his work. 
B DONALDSON  

Nasaw, David. The Chief: The Life of William Randolph Hearst. 2000. 

687 pages. 
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Summary      Describes the life of William Randolph Hearst, head of an American publishing empire by the 1930s, strong political presence, and subject of the film "Citizen Kane."
B HEARST                       

Brinckley, Alan. The Publisher: Henry Luce and His American Century. 2010. 

560 pages.

Summary      As the founder of Time, Fortune, and Life magazines, Luce changed the way we consume news and the way we understand our world. The magazines Henry Luce and Time Inc. launched have become institutions, but as Brinkley's magisterial biography reminds us, Luce was only 24 years old when he published the first issue of Time at the tail end of a recession in 1923—not much different from today's digital media entrepreneurs. 

B LUCE

DePalma, Anthony. The Man who Invented Fidel: Cuba, Castro, and Herbert L. Matthews of The New York Times. 2006.
8 pages of photographs. 

Summary       1957, Matthews trekked into southeastern Cuba and interviewed a young lawyer, Fidel Castro, who had landed in Cuba several months earlier with the intention of waging guerrilla warfare to overthrow the Batista regime. The author, also a New York Times correspondent, chronicles the career of Herbert Matthews and dispels many of the myths surrounding his interviews with Castro and his subsequent reporting on the Cuban revolution.
B MATTHEWS                     


Rodgers, Marion Elizabeth. Mencken: The American Iconoclast. 2005.
Includes illustrations, bibliographical references and index.
Summary    H.L. Mencken started his career at the Baltimore Herald but went on to write The American Language and to contribute to shaping the American literary scene. Along the way, he introduced such writers as James Joyce and F. Scott Fitzgerald. Mencken's wit and piercing insight, ardent defense of press freedom, and love of the common man and language were imprinted on his writing as he covered and commented on everything from the Depression to Prohibition, all the while railing against pieties that covered social injustice. 
B MENCKEN                       

Granberg, Wilbur J. The World of Joseph Pulitzer. 1965.

Includes photographs.
Summary

B PULITZER          

Tobin, James. Ernie Pyle's War: America's Eyewitness to World War II.
16 p. of illustrations. Includes bibliographical references and index.
Summary     Ernie Pyle offered a unique insider's perspective of the harsh reality experienced by the common soldier during World War II. Unlike most other war correspondents, Pyle gave faces and voices to the ordinary GIs who populated the horrific battlefields of Europe, North Africa, and the Pacific Islands. Pyle's death in combat, alongside the ordinary soldiers he admired and extolled, served as an especially fitting postscript to his extraordinary career as an eyewitness to war.   

B PYLE     

Borzendowski, Janice. John Russwurm. 1989.
Series       Black Americans of achievement.

Includes illustrations and index.
Summary      Traces the life and achievements of the early spokesman against slavery who expressed his anti-slavery views in "Freedom's Journal," the first American newspaper owned and operated by Blacks.
B RUSSWURM     
               
NONFICTION

Hudson, David L.  Blogging.  2008.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Summary          Includes point and counterpoint articles about issues in the blogosphere.

006.7 HUD

Gourley, Catherine. War, Women, and the News: How Female Journalists Won the Battle to Cover World War II. 2007.
Includes bibliographical references (p. 183-192) and index, illustrations and maps.
Summary      The personal stories of women journalists who fought to be allowed to cover World War II.
070 GOU 

Garner, Joe. We Interrupt This Broadcast: The Events That Stopped our Lives-- From the 
Hindenburg Explosion to the Death of John F. Kennedy. 2000.
Illustrations + 2 CDs. 
Summary       This book and double-CD set documents, in text, audio and black-and-white photographs, the moments when history, for better or for worse (though usually for worse), was made in an instant. 
070.1 GAR 

Freedman, Samuel G. Letters to a Young Journalist. 2006.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Summary     The book is fundamentally a manual that addresses how to be a journalist and how to succeed in the business. The author’s experiences writing, reporting, and teaching allow him to compare different approaches to the newspaper business and to give suggestions for newcomers to the field. He offers valuable advice based on his experiences and the collective wisdom of his colleagues, including the need to adhere to such standards as trust, accuracy, and relevancy. Aspiring journalists can profit from this concise and purposeful guide.  

070.4 FRE 

Thomas, Helen. Watchdogs of Democracy?: The Waning Washington Press Corps and How it Has Failed the Public. 2006.
Summary       Thomas, who has been covering Washington for more than 60 years, is displeased with the way in which the government tries to manipulate the news as never before; the press, diminished and monopolized by big business kowtowing to advertisers is "supine"; and dishonesty is everywhere. Thomas believes in a healthy adversarial challenge between government and press. She characterizes the nine presidents (beginning with Kennedy) she has covered, each of whom tried to spin the news his own way (Nixon, for a while, resorted to total blackout).
070.4 THO                       

Bowden, Mark.  Road work : among tyrants, heroes, rogues, and beasts. 2004.
Summary      This book offers the best of Bowden's award-winning nonfiction, from his breakout stories for The Philadelphia Inquirer, where he was a reporter for twenty-four years, to his significant pieces in The Atlantic on the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. From activists fighting black rhino poachers in Zambia, to interrogation of prisoners at Guantanamo Bay, to the world of  Saddam Hussein, to the private and public lives of unique,  fascinating Americans such as Al Sharpton and Norman Mailer, reporter Bowden is capable of putting us in the heat of a story.
070.92 BOW

Rather, Dan. Deadlines and Datelines: Essays at the Turn of the Century. 1999.
Summary       From the personal to the political, television news reporter and anchor Rather favors a multimedia approach to sharing his thoughts and opinions with the public. This collection of essays includes materials from Rather's weekly newspaper column, his daily radio program, and articles written for magazines and newspapers. Like many collections of contemporary commentary, this one includes stories, such as the Clinton investigation and impeachment, that have been eclipsed by later events. Short essays, most written in 1997 and 1998, are grouped in sections on news from across America, foreign policy, national politics, personalities, and lighter topics. 
070.92 RAT                     

Saberi, Roxana. Between Two Worlds: My Life and Captivity in Iran. 2010. 

Summary        Roxana Saberi, an Iranian-American journalist working in Iran, was arrested and secretly detained in Iran's notorious Evin Prison. She denied all charges. For weeks, neither her family nor her friends knew her whereabouts. Following international pressure, she was released on appeal on May 11, 2009. Now Saberi breaks her silence to share the full account of her ordeal, describing in vivid detail the methods that Iranian hard-liners are using to try to intimidate and control many of the country's people. In this true story, Saberi writes of her imprisonment, her trial, her eventual release, and the faith that helped her through it all. Her recollections are interwoven with insights into Iranian society, the Islamic regime, and U.S.-Iran relations, as well as stories of her fellow prisoners—many of whom were jailed for their pursuit of human rights, including freedom of speech, association, and religion. 

070.92 SAB


Ellison, Sarah. War at the Wall Street Journal: Inside the Struggle to Control an American Business Empire. 2010.
Summary       This is a tale about big business, an imploding dynasty, a mogul at war, and a deal that sums up an era of change. The main character, rocked by feuding factions and those who would remake it, is the Wall Street Journal, which affects the thoughts, votes, and stocks of two million readers daily.

071.3 ELL

Hamill, Pete. News is a Verb: Journalism at the End of the Twentieth Century. 1998.
Includes bibliographical references.
Summary       A veteran journalist takes a look at the state of the modern press in this insightful and highly personal essay. News is not about the craft of newspaper writing, but rather the crafting of today's papers. Hamill's thesis is that fatuous, celebrity-centered journalism is dumbing down America's newspapers, patronizing readers, and undermining the press's credibility. The author's ideas for correcting these problems and strengthening other aspects of the modern newspaper will interest YAs who are considering a career in journalism. 
071.3 HAM 

Pearl, Daniel. At home in the world : collected writings from the Wall Street Journal.  2002.
Summary      At home in the world celebrates Daniel Pearl's life through 50 of his best stories. Edited by his long time friend and colleague, Helene Cooper, this book gives testimony to Mr. Pearl's friendship and collaboration.
081 PEA
William Dudley, book editor. Mass Media: Opposing Viewpoints. 2005.

Opposing viewpoints series.
Includes illustrations, bibliographical references and index.
Summary       The media, whether in the form of television, newspapers, or the Internet, pervades and influences American life and thought. The authors in this anthology debate issues including media bias, government regulation, the role of the media in political campaigns, and media ownership. 
302.23 MAS                    

Steele, Philip. Freedom of speech. 2006.
Series       What do we mean by human rights?
Includes illustrations and index.
Summary      Discusses freedom of speech and such issues as censorship, propaganda, and freedom of the press.
323.44 STE                     

Goldman, David J. The Freedom of the Press in America. 1967.
With illustrations. 

Summary      A 1967 survey of the freedom to write, print, and communicate ideas and news, briefly describing free expression in earlier civilizations and emphasizing the role of the free press in the United States.
323.44 GEL                   

Palast, Greg. The best democracy money can buy : an investigative reporter  exposes the truth about globalization, corporate cons, and high-finance fraudsters. 2003.
Includes index and appendix.

Summary     Greg Palast is an investigative journalist whose articles have appeared in the New York Times, the Washington Post, The Nation, Salon.com, and numerous other international newspapers, magazines, and online publications. He does not shy away from controversy. This collection of reports touches on a number of familiar topics, including Enron, the presidential election of 2000 and the Bush family’s purported connection to Saudi Arabia.

364.1 PAL

Angier, Natalie. The canon : a whirligig tour of the beautiful basics of science.  2007.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Summary      Award-winning science journalist Angier takes us on a "guided twirligig through the scientific canon." She draws on conversations with hundreds of the world's top scientists, and                her own work as a reporter for the New York Times, to create an entertaining guide to scientific literacy--a joyride through the major scientific disciplines: physics, chemistry, biology, geology, and astronomy. It's for anyone who wants to understand the great issues of our time--from stem cells and bird flu to  evolution and global warming. 
500 ANG

Politkovskaia, Anna. A dirty war : a Russian reporter in Chechnya.  2001.
Includes index.
Summary     Currently a journalist with the Russian newspaper Novaya gazeta in Moscow, Politkovskaya has spent the past 20 years covering social issues all around her country. This volume includes translations of articles she wrote during the Second Chechen War, from July 2001 through January 2001, based on several visits there at great risk to herself. She writes about profiteering by private businesspeople and government bureaucrats, humanitarian relief goods that never reach the intended recipients, the brutality of Russian military service for the enlisted troops, and the utter lawlessness that prevails in Chechnya. The author's opinions are very clear and forthright: she wants this war to end.
947.5 POL

Gifford, Rob. China road : a journey into the future of a rising power. 2007.
Includes maps, illustrations, bibliographical references and index.
Summary      National Public Radio reporter Rob Gifford recounts the experiences he had while traveling along China's three thousand-mile Route 312, describing the people he met on his journey and the things he learned about the country and its history.
951.06 GIF

Hass, Amira. Drinking the sea at Gaza : days and nights in a land under siege. 1999.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Summary      The author, an Israeli woman reporter, discusses her experiences in Gaza where she traveled in 1993 to cover a story and stayed for four years.
953 HAS

Atkinson, Rick. In the company of soldiers : a chronicle of combat.  2004.
Summary      For soldiers in the 101st Airborne Division, the road to Baghdad began with a midnight flight out of Fort Campbell, Kentucky, in late February 2003.  For Rick Atkinson, reporter for The Washington Post, the war in Iraq provided a unique opportunity to observe today's U.S. Army in combat.

956.7044 ATK

Rampton, Sheldon. Weapons of Mass Deception: The Uses of Propaganda in Bush’s War on Iraq. 2003.
Includes political cartoons/comics, bibliographical references and index.

Summary      As government officials and observers battle over whether or not the Bush administration exaggerated intelligence reports of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction to justify war, there should be a ready audience for this new book by the authors of Believe Us, We're Experts! Professional debunkers of media manipulation, the authors unmask the impact of "information warriors and perception managers" (as one PR consultant described himself) on Bush's attempt to turn public opinion in favor of war on Iraq. 

956.7044 RAM

Spinner, Jackie. Tell Them I didn't cry: A Young Journalist's Story of Joy, Loss, and Survival in Iraq. 2006.
With illustrations.

Summary      When she arrived in Iraq in May 2004 as the most junior member of the Washington Post bureau staff, Spinner entered a war zone where traditional reporting had become impossible. Bombs were a daily occurrence and kidnapping an ever-present threat for journalists. Soon, the Iraqi translators, drivers, and bodyguards that the Post staff relied on 
became not only her colleagues, but also her close friends and tightly knit family. Jackie recounts the difficulties of being a woman in a country where women are marginalized and a journalist where the press are no longer safe.--From publisher description.
956.7044 SPI                   

Dickey, Christopher. With the Contras : a reporter in the wilds of Nicaragua.  1985.
Includes bibliography, index, and illustrations.
Summary     In this stimulating report on the Nicaraguan conflict, Dickey, Washington Post correspondent for Central America, focuses on a peril-filled year he spent with a CIA-supported Nicaraguan counterrevolutionary patrol.
972.85 DIC

Goodman, Amy. The Exception to the Rulers: Exposing Oily Politicians, War Profiteers, and the Media That Love Them. 2004.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Summary       Goodman's high-octane blend of investigative journalism and political activism has been the force behind Pacifica radio's Democracy Now! Her first book recounts some of her most hard-hitting confrontations with corporate types and politicos of all persuasions, covering much of the same territory as other anti-Bush books and then some, at a compelling, breathless pace. Her real target, however, is not the oil-defense-politics Establishment, but their enablers, the media, which are cowed less by their corporate owners than by their own capacity for self-censorship in the guise of patriotism. 
973.931 GOO  

FICTION:


Collins, Yvonne. Girl v. Boy. 2008.
Summary      Sixteen-year-old Lu Perez epitomizes her school's lack of spirit, but as an anonymous columnist reporting on a fundraising competition that pits school against school and boy against girl, she and her co-columnist engage in a battle of the sexes with huge ramifications.
FIC COL 

                       
Esch, Benjamin. Sophomore Undercover. 2009.
Summary      Despite obstacles, high school reporter Dixie Nguyen, an adopted Vietnamese orphan, doggedly investigates a drug scandal that may extend far beyond the football team.
FIC ESC                         

Ford, G. M. (Gerald M.)  Fury. 2001.
Summary      Booted out of New York City and nearly out of journalism because of a nasty libel suit, Frank Corso is taken on by the third- rate Seattle Sun. Frank examined the investigation of the "Trashman" crimes, a series of gruesome rapes and murders. Now that the convicted Trashman’s execution date is fast approaching, the principal accuser suddenly reveals that she was badgered into testifying. 
FIC FOR



Garden, Nancy. The Year They Burned the Books. 1999.
Summary      While trying to come to terms with her own lesbian feelings, Jamie, a high-school senior and editor of the school newspaper, finds herself in the middle of a battle with a group of townspeople over the new health education curriculum.
FIC GARDEN 

Grisham, John.   The Pelican Brief. 1992.
Summary       In this tale of the aftermath of the assassinations of two Supreme Court justices, Grisham delivers a suspenseful plot at a breakneck pace, although his characters are stereotypes. 
FIC GRI                        

Fuqua, Jonathon Scott. Darby. 2002.
Summary      In 1926, nine-year-old Darby Carmichael stirs up trouble in  Marlboro County, South Carolina, when she writes a story for the local newspaper promoting racial equality.
Summary       

FIC FUQ 

Hiaasen, Carl. Basket Case. 2002.
Summary       Jack Tagger is a former investigative reporter demoted to obituaries. When Jimmy Stoma, the lead singer of a once major but now forgotten rock band, dies in a suspicious diving accident, Jack pounces on the opportunity to prove his investigative mettle to his editor and secure his position in an increasingly unpleasant workplace. 
FIC HIA                         

Jacobs, Eli. Brothers Divided : a novel of intrigue. 2002.
Summary      When the actions of Iranian agents threaten to cause a civil war in Israel, a secret wing of the Israeli secret service is called upon to defuse the situation, aided by the investigatory skills of American journalist Jon Warren.
FIC JAC


Winerip, Michael. Adam Canfield of the Slash. 2005; Adam Canfield, Watch Your Back. 2007. Adam Canfield, the last reporter. 2009.
Summary      Series of books about Adam and Jennifer, co-editors of their middle school newspaper, and the controversies they uncover.
FIC WIN 

Winston, Sherri. The Kayla Chronicles: A Novel. 2007.
Summary      Kayla transforms herself from mild-mannered journalist to hot-trotting dance diva in order to properly investigate her high school's dance team, and has a hard time remaining true to her real self while in the role.
FIC WIN   



