Influential Figures Research Project

Mrs. Gomes & Mr. Murphey

Choose a person or group from the list provided (or choose another and get approval from the teacher).  Please choose someone with whom you are LESS familiar, so that you can maximize your learning.

Work with your partner, teachers, and library to research your figure (a minimum of 3 sources are needed).

Use a note-taking system to collect your evidence of this person’s philanthropy or social activism.  You may use the one we provide or your own, as long as it demonstrates the skills of responsibly gathering, recording, synthesizing, and citing information.

Participate in the research skills and citations workshops and apply this knowledge to your work.

Organize your information and write a 500-1000 word paper highlighting the achievements of this figure.  Each student must write their own essay.

Properly document your research in MLA format by using appropriate in-text citations and a works cited page.

Demonstrate basic conventions proficiency in the areas of:  Capitalization, Title Case, Subject-Verb Agreement, commonly confused words, fragments and run-ons.
Create a graphic splash panel to represent the achievements of your research subject.

Present your splash panel and major findings to the class.

	1st draft of your paper due during the final period (1/26, 27, 0r 28).
Splash panel due 2/1.
Presentation due 2/2 & 2/3, block day.
2nd draft due following initial scoring of 1st draft.



	Influential Figures Research Project Scoring Guide
All skills below must be demonstrated at grade-level minimum standards or above.  An incomplete in any will result in an INC (incomplete for the semester).



	MLA FORMAT

	Expository Writing & Research Skills:  MLA format for layout
	· The paper is formatted with 1-inch margins, double-spacing, centered title, Times or Courier font and left-justified heading with appropriate information.  See example provided in your packet.

	Expository Writing & Research Skills:  MLA format for in-text and work cited citations
	· Parenthetical citations are used to indicate the source of all quoted, summarized, and paraphrased information.  The citations reflect that the student has used the tools provided and are mostly accurate.

· A works cited page is attached to the project and is properly formatted.  

	USING SOURCES AND PAPER CONTENTS

	Expository Research Skills:

Gathering Evidence
	· A note taking system has been used as a tool to gather and organize the information from at least 3 sources.

	Expository Research Skills:

Synthesizing Sources, Summarizing, and Paraphrasing
	· The paper demonstrates that the student utilized all sources to synthesize information, exclude irrelevant information, and provide the highlights of the subject’s activism.  

· The paper demonstrates that the student can use quoted material correctly and can also paraphrase or summarize other material.

	Expository Writing Skills:

Organization
	· The paper has an introduction that includes a thesis statement, a body which contains the subtopics assigned, and a conclusion.  There are transitions used between paragraphs.

	CONVENTIONS & GRAMMAR

	Expository Skills:

Conventions & Grammar – Capitalization, Title Case, Subject-Verb Agreement, commonly confused words, and fragments and run-ons.
	· The paper has been proofread and edited for the basic grammar and convention issues we have worked on (listed in the left column).


Potential Research Figures – Philanthropy & Social Activism
	Women

Shirin Ebadi 
Roya Hakakian Johnson 
Meena 

Aung San Suu Kyi 

Sophie Scholl 

Rosa Luxemborg 

Mary Crow Dog 
Julia Butterfly Hill 

Sister Anne Montgomery 

Angela Davis 

Sojourner Truth 

Dorothy Day 

Emma Goldman 

Wangari Maathai 

Rigoberta Menchu Tum 

Sylvia Pankhurst 

Betty Williams 

Mairead Corrigan 

Countess Constance Makiewicz 

Juana Belen Gutierrez 

Arundhati Roy 

Ngawang Sangdrol 

Afeni Shakur Davis

Men

Andrew Carnegie

Jonas Salk

George Soros

Li Ka Shing

Sir Richard Branson

Larry Brilliant

Padre Patricio Flores, Padre Ralph Ruiz (Padres Associados para derechos religiosos...)

Jock Brandis (Full Belly Project)


	Harvey Milk

Chico Mendes

Leonard Peltier (American Indian Movement)

Che Guevara

Bobby Seale

Vaclev Havel

John Brown

Mahatma Ghandi

Lech Walesa

Ho Chi Minh

Dalai Lama

Organizations

Better Business Organizations

School on Wheels, (doorstepschool.org)

Outside In

Amnesty International

The International Work Group on Indigenous Affairs

Human Rights Watch

Survivors International

Doctors Without Borders

Habitat for Humanity

UNICEF
Water.org

Heifer International

Trickle Up

Kiva (loans that change lives)

One Laptop per Child

Mercy Corps

Three Cups of Tea

Kickstarter
Act Up










