Booklist:  Gangs
BIOGRAPHY

War of the Bloods in My Veins: A Street Soldier's March Toward Redemption by DaShaun "Jiwe" Morris

B MORRIS

In this memoir, complete with child soldiers, unspeakable violence, and eventual salvation, we witness the journey of an East Coast member of the notorious Bloods gang coming to terms with the lost boy he was and the transformation into the man he wants to become.

Always Running: La Vida Loca: Gang Days in L.A. by Luis J. Rodriguez

B RODRIGUEZ

Rodriguez tells the story of his life in a Los Angeles gang and his later experiences as a Chicano activist.

Lady Q: The Rise and Fall of a Latin Queen by Reymundo Sanchez, Sonia Rodriguez

B RODRIGUEZ

This is a raw and powerful memoir not only of one woman’s struggle to survive the streets but also of her ascent to the top ranks of the new mafia, where the only people more dangerous than rival gangs were members of her own.

My Bloody Life: The Making of a Latin King by Reymundo Sanchez

B SANCHEZ

This raw and powerful odyssey through the ranks of the new mafia graphically describes a way of life lead by a particular group of American youths, where members of your own gang will in one breath say they'll die for you and in the next will order your demise.

Once a King, Always a King: The Unmaking of a Latin King by Reymundo Sanchez

B SANCHEZ

This raw, powerful, and brutally honest memoir traces the transformation of an accomplished gangbanger into a responsible citizen.

Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member by Sanyika Shakur

B SHAKUR

After pumping eight blasts from a sawed-off shotgun at a group of rival gang members, eleven-year-old Kody Scott was initiated into the L.A. gang the Crips. He quickly matured into one of the most formidable Crip combat soldiers, earning the name Monster for committing acts of brutality and violence that repulsed even his fellow gang members.

Inside the Crips: Life Inside L.A.'s Most Notorious Gang by Colton Simpson

B SIMPSON

An unstinting account—emotional, violent, ugly and tender—of life inside a gang.  You’ll meet intense characters such as Smiley, Simpson’s fellow gangbanger, and heartbreaking ones such as Gina, the mother of two young sons who married Simpson in prison.

Blue Rage, Black Redemption: A Memoir by Stanley Tookie Williams

B WILLIAMS

When his L.A. neighborhood was threatened by gangbangers, Stanley Tookie Williams and a friend formed the Crips, but what began as protection became worse than the original gangs.
NONFICTION
G-Dog and the Homeboys: Father Greg Boyle and the Gangs of East Los Angeles by Celeste Fremon

259 FRE

Fremon has returned to East L.A. to report on gang members she first profiled fifteen years ago. Using their individual stories as models, she examines what policy makers should know about gang intervention now, years later.

Street Gangs by Daniel Ames Carrie

302.3 CAR
In simple style, this book tells about why kids find gangs appealing, indicators to look for to tell whether a young person in involved with a gang, the types and characteristics of gangs, and the dangers of the gang lifestyle.

Street Gangs by Sandra Gardner

302.3 GAR

An investigation of gangs in cities and suburbs, including the reasons for their formation, gang violence, and ways some communities have tried to reduce gang problems.
Crews: Gang Members Talk to Maria Hinojosa by Maria Hinojosa

302.3 HIN
A vivid portrait of New York City gang life features a collection of interviews by a noted reporter for National Public Radio that detail the experiences of crew members in their struggle to survive in a world of violence.

Coping With Street Gangs by Margot Webb

302.3 WEB

Discusses why gangs exist and how to cope with the ever-present threat they can present to frightened teens and their families.
Drug Lord: The Life & Death of a Mexican Kingpin: A True Story by Terrence E. Poppa

363.45092 POP  

Set only miles from the Texas border, this is an extraordinary inside look at how drug trafficking really works in Mexico, based on interviews with Pablo Acosta and other insiders.
Gangs, Graffiti, and Violence: A Realistic Guide to the Scope and Nature of Gangs in America by Duane A. Leet, George E. Rush, Anthony M. Smith

364 GAN

This text is uniquely realistic with comprehensive coverage that presents the problem in practical terms, and not in theoretical and/or causal explanations. Ethnic, prison, motorcycle, and skinhead gangs are covered in detail. The book concludes with a chapter on the future of prevention and intervention as a means to end the gang cycle of violence.

Voices From the Streets: Young Former Gang Members Tell Their Stories, Interviews and Photographs by S. Beth Atkin

364.1 ATK

Photographs, poems, and interviews with former gang members from different regions of the United States depict their experiences.

East Side Stories: Gang Life in East L.A. by Joseph Rodriguez

364.1 EAS

This book showcases photographer Joseph Rodriguez's haunting and poetic images, humanizing official statistics and challenging media stereotypes.

Gangs: Opposing Viewpoints by William Dudley and Louise I. Gerdes, book editors

364.1 GER

Presents twenty-five critical essays by experts and policy makers on the subject of gangs and addresses issues such as the seriousness of gang activity in a number of ethnic communities and law enforcement strategies to combat gangs.

Wallbangin': Graffiti and Gangs in L.A. by Susan A. Phillips

364.1 PHI

A study of gangs and graffiti in Los Angeles, presenting a cross-cultural, political approach to the topic of gangs in L.A.; featuring ethnographies of Chicano and African American gangs, primarily as seen through their graffiti; offering a brief review of hip-hop graffiti; and discussing cross-ethnic gang relationships.

Voices from the Streets: Young Former Gang Members Tell Their Stories by S. Beth Atkin

364.1 VOI

Photographs, poems, and interviews with former gang members from different regions of the United States depict their experiences.

Gangs and Crime by Richard Worth

364.1 WOR

Discusses what gangs are, how they have developed in the United States, their involvement in various criminal acts, and how the criminal justice system has dealt with the problem.

The Mexican Mafia by Tony Rafael

364.106 RAF
This book unveils the operations of this California prison gang and describes how it grew from a small clique into a transnational criminal organization.

Queens Reigns Supreme: Fat Cat, 50 Cent and the Rise of the Hip-Hop Hustler by Ethan Brown

364.1066 BRO

Based on police wiretaps and exclusive interviews with drug kingpins and hip-hop insiders, this is the untold story of how the streets and housing projects of southeast Queens took over the rap industry.

This Is for the Mara Salvatrucha: Inside the MS-13, America's Most Violent Gang by Samuel Logan

364.1066 LOG
Brenda Paz and her friends belonged to the Mara Salvatrucha--the MS-13--the most violent gang in America, and in addition to enjoying the things that all teenagers do, her friends were thieves, drug dealers, human traffickers, and murderers.
Black Hand, The: The Bloody Rise and Redemption of "Boxer" Enriquez, a Mexican Mob Killer by Chris Blatchford

364.1092 BLA

Mafioso Enriquez gives an insider′s view of how he devoted his life to the cause--the Mexican Mafia, only to find betrayal and disillusionment at the end of a bloody trail of violence that he followed for two decades.

Do or Die by Leon Bing

364.3 BIN

The first insider account of teenage gangs--the lives, loves, and battles of children who kill--from the only journalist ever allowed inside this closed and dangerous world.

8 Ball Chicks by Gini Sikes

364.3 SIK

Veteran journalist Gini Sikes spent almost two years in Los Angeles, San Antonio and Milwaukee, following three girl gangs and exploring their lives. In doing so, Sikes reveals the fear and desperate desire for safety and status that drive girls into gangs in the first place.

Gangs by Ben Sonder

364.3 SON

Discusses youth gangs, including information about their appeal to young people, the problems of gang-related violence and drugs, and how to get out and stay out of gangs.

FICTION
Romiette and Julio by Sharon M. Draper

FIC DRA
Romiette, an African-American girl, and Julio, a Hispanic boy, discover that they attend the same high school after falling in love on the Internet, but are harassed by a gang whose members object to their interracial dating.

Outsiders, The by S. E. Hinton

FIC HIN

The struggle of three brothers to stay together after their parent's death and their quest for identity among the conflicting values of their adolescent society.

B-More Careful: A Novel by Shannon Holmes

FIC HOL

Growing up on the cold, mean, inner-city streets of Baltimore is Netta, leader of an all girl clique. With no father and a drug addict mother, Netta learns at an early age how to use her beauty to get the things she wants.

Muchacho: A Novel by LouAnne Johnson

FIC JOH

Gripping, thought-provoking, and hopeful, Muchacho is a rare and inspiring story about one teen’s determination to fight his circumstances and shape his own destiny.

Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida: A Novel by Victor Martinez

FIC MAR

Manny relates his coming of age experiences as a member of a poor Mexican American family in which the alcoholic father only adds to everyone's struggle.

Locas: A Novel by Yxta Maya Murray

FIC MUR

A rhythmic, terrifying plunge into East L.A. gang life, this is the story of two teenage girls whose gun trade is about to explode into the big business of drugs.

Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers

FIC MYE

After reluctantly taking on the leadership of the Harlem gang, the Scorpions, Jamal finds that his enemies treat him with respect when he acquires a gun--until a tragedy occurs.

T.H.U.G. L.I.F.E. by Sanyika Shakur

FIC SHA

This book is a vicious, heart-wrenching and true-to-life novel about an LA gang member that masterfully captures the violence and depravity of gang life.
