September 7, 2011

Hooray!  We made it through the first couple days of school!  It was a fabulous day, I must say.  I have been so excited to see familiar faces, it makes moving to a new grade level a little easier.  As most of you know, I have been teaching second grade at Laurelhurst for 8 years.  I loved every moment with the students and families.  It was difficult to leave such a strong second grade team, but I knew that I would be moving on to work with collaboratively with Mrs. Crandell and Mrs. McKenzie and am very confident we will be just as strong!  We have already shared many laughs and creative ideas.  I am really excited for what is in store for the upcoming year!

Today we were very busy!  We had introductions, PE, discussed classroom agreements, discussed Number Corner (which is what we are calling calendar now), started reading “Henry Huggin’s”, and discussed the student’s first homework assignment  (yes, they already have homework and it is due this Friday).
This week we will be doing a lot of community building activities so we can get reacquainted with each other, as well as welcome those students new to Laurelhurst.  We will also be settling into routines and what the expectations are for classroom and building behavior.  
We have a new math curriculum, which I am totally excited about!  It’s called Bridges.  This week we will be establishing agreements as a class so we have a successful environment for developing as mathematicians.  We are also going to start our unit in reading, which centers around “Dollars and Sense”.  We will have our first week of spelling as well, but for the first week it is a practice week so we will only cover it in class.  Next week on the other hand, a spelling list will begin going home on Monday and students will have a spelling test on Friday (or Thursday if Friday is a down day).  

I am going to take the opportunity to share our specials schedule and throw out a few upcoming dates:

Specials:

PE is on Tuesday and Thursday

Library is also on Tuesday

Art is on Friday

Upcoming dates:

September 9th

Ice Cream Social
September 20th
Gift Wrap Sale

September 21st

Late Opening

September 22nd
Back to School Night

September 29th
School Picture Day

You will notice September 22nd is Back to School Night.  At this time I will further discuss homework policies, curriculum, differentiation, volunteers in the classroom, and what your child will be learning this year.  I am sure there is also much more that I will think of and address between now and then!  

Once again, I just want to tell you how excited I am to be working with you and your child this year, and for some of you, the second year in a row!  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  My email is mgemmet@pps.net or by telephone at 503-916-6210.  

With great enthusiasm and excitement for what the year has to bring,

Michelle Gemmet

