September 16, 2011

Dear Parents, 

Each week (usually on Fridays) your child will bring home a copy of an Independent Leveled Reader that has been read several times at school. I do a guided read with the weekly Independent Leveled Reader on Monday then put a copy in each reading basket on the tables so that students have access to the book for weeks to follow. As the school year progresses, students will practice reading the book several times during the week including each student choosing a favorite page to read to one of the teachers.  Later in the year students partner read the book with a classmate. For now, I am reading the book to the class and giving you the opportunity as parents to read the book at home as well. 
The Independent Leveled Readers are a challenging read for many kindergartners, but they are intended for the emergent reader to learn how to read. 
You can help your child learn how to read these books by first reading to your child with your finger under the words. When your child is “reading” the book to you, ask your child to place his/her finger under the words as he/she is attempting to read, as well as look at the pictures to make sense of the story and search for the vocabulary words that are listed on the inside cover. What the book calls vocabulary words we refer to as word wall words. The words I am are the word wall words that we have been practicing all week in class. Can your child read those words? Some words can be sounded out. Other words can be predicted by what would make sense in the story. The Independent Leveled Readers are intended to provide opportunities to build vocabulary, understand concepts and develop reading fluency. 

Your children are all doing a great job developing confidence as kindergartners. It’s a pleasure to teach them and watch them grow and learn!
Sincerely,

Cynthia McAdams  (503) 916-6210
