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Dear Families,

Many thanks to Tammy Rebischke (Abby) for taking the time to create a phone/email roster for our class! This will be useful for making play dates and arranging carpools as well as keeping informed of school functions that might need parent support. All members of our class are included on the roster. Please know that when you as families communicate socially via group emails, you do not need to include me in the communication for your social events. I am happy to be included in group emails that pertain directly to classroom events and projects.
Thanks also to Tammy and Melinee McCarthy (Quinn) for stepping up to be our Room Parents. You will hear from them when necessary to coordinate projects and activities that benefit our class and school. Thanks to all the parents who sent in collage supplies. It will be fun to use those over the year for art projects. We used some of the supplies when we collaged painted bears. Those bears will not come home until the end of the year because they are going in your child’s memory book. 

At this time, we have parent help schedules available for library, art and lunch. I’m still settling the class in with routines for Writer’s Workshop and Worktime Centers. Hopefully, in a few weeks I will post a schedule that will include these times of day for parent volunteers. 

If you haven’t signed up for a November Parent-Teacher conference yet, please do so. The sign-up is posted inside our classroom door.

We can use a parent volunteer who would like to be in charge of managing monthly book orders for our class from Scholastic See Saw books. This is a great job for a parent who might not be able to volunteer much at school due to young children at home or work away from the home. If you are interested, see me. It involves sending out a monthly book order form and managing the orders that are placed, and then distributing the books once they come in. It will take approximately 2 hours of your time once a month. I did it for many years as a parent so I can easily train you.
We are in need of more snacks for our class. Thanks for sending in a healthy pre-packaged snack or two that can be shared with our class. Suggestions are goldfish, graham crackers, raisins, cheddar bunnies, Pirate Booty or Trader Joes Booty, Ritz crackers, cheerios, fruit snacks, etc. 

I try to find the time to link newsletters, calendars and important reminders on my staff page on our Laurelhurst website. You can access our school website at www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/laurelhurst.
We are finishing up with our science study of the life cycle of the butterfly. 4 of the 5 Painted Lady caterpillars successfully formed chrysalides that hatched into beautiful butterflies! It’s exciting to see the enthusiasm of the class when this amazing metamorphosis takes place! In addition to the butterfly life cycle, we are learning about spiders and ladybugs within our daily math and calendar activities. 

I hope you are finding time to play with Bridges Home Connection math games that are coming home with your children. This is a great opportunity for your child to practice with you at home what he/she is learning at school. I am posting these activities on my web page so that you will have additional copies that you can print, if need be. 
You should be pretty informed about what we are doing related to reading, writing, math and science if you are paying attention you your child’s folder. The Morning Message gives you a brief update of the day, the Family Times that comes home on Mondays explains the literacy skills that we focus on throughout the week and the daily work that comes home in the folder relates to our units of study. Thanks for taking the time to review with your child what is in the folder. This is a great opportunity for your child to practice reading with you and talking about his/her day at school. 

Today we practiced school bus safety to prepare for our field trip to Kruger’s Farm on October 25th. All kindergarten students got on and off a school bus and listened to a PPS bus driver talk about bus safety guidelines. We have many parents that are available to meet us at the Kruger’s Farm to assist with the hayride and pumpkin picking. Next week, I will let you know more about the groups for this field trip as well as provide directions for how to get to the farm.  Let’s hope for dry fields and a sunny day!

As the weather changes, please ensure that your child comes to school with a coat appropriate for the weather. We do go out for a recess every day that we can! It's helpful if you write your child's name on the inside label, because try as we do to help students remember to retrieve their coats and sweaters, occasionally they get left behind. Our school's Lost and Found is located in center hall if your child has lost something and can't be found in our classroom, on the playground or in lockers. 

I hope your child is enthusiastic about coming to school. I’m pleased with the happy attitudes of the class and how hard they are working and trying to please. They are an adorable group of children!
Best regards,         

Cynthia McAdams     (503) 916-6210
