MATH ACTIVITIES TO DO AT HOME
With Your Kindergartener

1. Play strategy-type board games and card games.

2. Regular playing cards, dice, and dominos provide unlimited games that give children fun experiences with counting, adding and comparing numbers.

3. Let your child set the table. Count the silverware, plates, etc. Suggestions for story problems: How many knives are on the table? How many glasses? Are there more knives or glasses? How many more? (or fewer).  How many forks and spoons all together? Reverse the process when you clear the table. Make up some subtraction story problems. How many dishes are on the table? Bring the plates to the dishwasher. How many dishes are left?

4. Help your child learn the value of coins. Let him/her sort them or count the change in your pocket beginning with the pennies and moving on to the coins of greater value. Example: How many pennies do I have left? Later, have your child count to find a total amount grouping nickels and pennies, dimes and pennies, quarters and pennies. 

5. Build your child’s awareness of a non-digital clock—the hour hand, the minute hand, what the clock looks like at special times of the day or evening. Let him/her see how you use the clock to help you during the day.

6. Dictate numbers for your child to write. Tell a story: Kim ate 2 vanilla cookies and Josh ate 2 chocolate chip cookies. How many cookies were eaten?  Martin had 6 kittens. He gave 2 of the kittens away. How many kittens were left?  Provide your child with counters as long as it is necessary for him/her to visualize the problem. 

7. Go on a shape search around the house. How many things can you find that are square, circular, rectangle, triangle, etc. Can you find anything that is a hexagon?

8. Sort and classify anything convenient in the house. For example: before cleaning up toys, think of how many ways they can be sorted, then put them into piles by one of them—color, shape, size use, etc. Make a puzzle out it. Can you or your child guess how the other sorted them?
