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Dear Families,
I would like to introduce you to a favorite charity of mine, called THE HEIFER PROJECT.  Heifer International is an organization that makes it possible for women and men around the world to help themselves have better lives, to feed and school their children and to provide relief from poverty and hunger.   By providing life-sustaining animals to people in need, and educating the recipients on their proper care, Heifer International is able to give the gift of self-reliance.
Today, as part of our 4th grade buddy time, Mrs. Shea’s class and ours read a story about the Heifer Project, Beatrice’s Goat, and viewed a video highlighting several families around the world that have benefitted from Heifer International. 

As a service project for our classroom, we are raising money to purchase animals to help needy families around the world. Posted outside our door are examples of animals that are purchased in countries around the world and the impact they can have for a needy family. Please know that when an animal is purchased for a family, the family goes through an extensive training to know how to care for the animal so that the animal will be healthy and produce to its fullest potential.
There are many ways that you can contribute to the Heifer fund, which is certainly a choice! You might turn in empty pop cans and donate the refunds to our cause, or take clothing to a consignment shop and donate the profits. Perhaps your child wants to do a few extra chores at home to earn a few dollars, and that money can be donated, all for a good cause.

We will have a jar for contributions that will be kept inside our classroom. Mrs Shea’s 4th grade class, our buddy class, is also involved in this project. We will pool our collected funds and together purchase animals. Last year, our classes collected $445.18 for Heifer International. With that amount of money, we were able to purchase 1 Llama, 5 Shares of Goats, 1 Share of Sheep, 2 Shares of Seedlings, 2 Trios of Rabbits, 1 Honey Hive and 3 Flocks of Chicks. How fortunate the families were that received those animals. 
 For a math project, we will track the growth and discuss how close we are to purchasing animals. On December 17, just before winter break, we will see how much money has been raised and with our buddy class students will decide what animals they want to purchase. The animals with the highest interest and most votes will be the animals that we purchase.  
If you are interested in viewing the video shared with our students, just let me know.
Thanks for considering the Heffer Project to help others in need. Cash or checks are accepted. Please make checks out to Laurelhurst School. 
Best regards,    Mrs. McAdams

