September 7, 2010
Dear Families,

Welcome to First Grade!  My name is Carolyn DeSantis and I will be your child’s teacher this year.

This is my fourth year at Laurelhurst, but not my first in a classroom.   I have taught for the past 20 years for Portland Public Schools, West-Linn / Wilsonville Schools and Parkrose School District.  I have always taught 4, 5, & 6 year olds and am excited to get to know you and your children.

First Grade is a wonderful, fun year!  Our curriculum focuses on reading, writing, math, and handwriting but we will also be learning effective student habits and behaviors.   Of course we’ll still have time for science, social studies, PE, recess, art, and lunch!  

I’ll try to give you all the information you need to start the school year, and if you have questions, concerns or comments please feel free to give me a call!

Late Openings
This year we’re continuing with late openings to provide staff with professional development opportunities.  On the following dates school will start at 10:45 a.m.

Wed. Sept. 21


Wed. Feb. 15

Wed. Oct. 19


Wed. Mar. 21


Wed. Dec. 14


Wed. April 18


Wed. Jan. 18


Wed. May 16
Snack

We’ll be having snack everyday.  I’ll have something on hand for the first days of school – but after that please send a healthy snack for your child.  Fruit, crackers, small yogurts are all good choices.  No candy please.  If you’d like to send a box of crackers to share with the class, it can be an easier way to manage an “everyday” chore.

Birthdays


Our birthday celebration no longer include treats.  Following the Laurelhurst Healthy Foods policy, we’re eliminating food, but we will still be singing Happy Birthday!
Supplies

Thank you all so much for the classroom supplies you’ve sent.    It looks like we are very well prepared for the school year.

Lunch


First Grade lunch & recess this year is 12:15 – 12:55.
Specials

Our “special” times this year include art, library and P.E.  Our schedule is…



Monday
-
9:45 P.E.







10:15 Library




Thursday
-
2:00 Art




Friday
-
1:15 P.E.
“TA”

Every day, we have a TA (Teacher Assistant) who is responsible for all the jobs during the day.  In addition to helping me out, the TA is the only person to sit in the rocking chair, be our line leader, and bring something to share to school.  Each month I’ll send home a new “TA Calendar”, so you’ll know when your child’s turn is coming up.

Daily Folders

Each child has a folder that goes back and forth to school every day.  I’ll use it to send information to you and I will check it every morning to see if there are notes or messages from you to me.  I’ll remind your children folders are for family and teachers to read – not for First Graders to fill and empty!  Hopefully that way we can make sure notes are not “lost” between home and school.  If there’s nothing special to go home, it may be empty.  I will keep you informed about what we’re doing at school with a Friday Letter each week.

Volunteers

We love classroom volunteers!  I’ll have a sign-up sheet available outside our classroom and there is also a Volunteer Sign-Up Sheet attached.  If your schedule does not allow you to sign up for a “regular” time, don’t let that stop you from joining us anytime.  It is very important to your children to see you here at school, supporting all their hard work and enjoying them.  You don’t need an appointment – if you show up for 20 minutes – I can always put your time to good use. 

Art Volunteers are needed every Thursday from 2:00-3:00.  Last year families signed up on a calendar to help out.  Please let me know if you would be willing to set up a schedule and “draft” volunteers.
After school arrangements

Please let me know in writing the plans you’ve made for your child after school.  First Graders are still young, and their safety is a priority at Laurelhurst. 

If your child’s after school plans change, I will need a note from you in order to allow them to go home with friends, or be picked up by another adult.

I know you’ll understand that keeping your children safe and comfortable requires care on my part and a little more work on yours.  Thanks.

Tardies & Early Dismissals
District policies absolutely require all students coming to school 10 minutes after the last morning bell (that’s 9:45 for First Grade) to go to the office!  We will all be enforcing this one “to the letter”!

Similarly, all students leaving the building for any early dismissal must check out in the office with an adult.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns during the year.  I do believe young children learn and grow at their best if families and teachers are working together.  If you or your child encounters a problem in class, let me know right away!  The sooner you and I can talk the sooner we can make things better for your child.  There are a few ways to get in touch…

Telephone:



Laurelhurst Office
 – 
503-915-6210




E-mail

     
- 
cdesanti@pps.net


My cell phone

-
503-288-8691

I’ll be here each day no later than 7:30 a.m. and won’t be leaving until at least 4:00 p.m.  If I don’t answer your call immediately, I may be working with children, out of the room for lunch/recess or in a meeting.  Leave me a message and I’ll get back to you as soon as I can.

A few important dates to keep in mind…




9/9

-
3:00 Ice Cream Social



9/21

-
Late Opening. School starts at 10:45




9/22

-
K-5 Back to School Night  6:30




9/27

-
PTA Meeting  6:30




9/29

-
School Pictures (info. to follow)
I’m really looking forward to this school year, and getting to know you and your children.  Hope to see you soon.

Weekly Volunteer Schedule

	
	9:00
	10:00
	10:30
	11:00
	11:30
	12:15
	1:20

	Mon.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tues.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed.*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thurs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Please indicate 2 different times you would be able to volunteer. I’ll try to fit everyone into our schedule for at least one of those times. If you’d like to volunteer every other week or once a month, just let me know. Please, no siblings – thanks.

· On late opening Wednesday, class starts at 10:45

Name____________________________________


Phone_______________________

