Social Studies Content Syllabus for 7th and 8th Grade, 2011-2012

Carol Berkley, Laurelhurst K – 8

Unit 1:  Introduction to Social Studies:  Multiple Sources and Alternative Points of View using Young People’s History of United States by Howard Zinn (adapted by Rebecca Stetoff).  Using the introduction and Chapter 1, “Columbus and the Indians”, we will compare the Columbus story we learned in third grade with the story told by Bartolome De Las Casas.  Students will learn how to use key concepts (similar to vocabulary) to connect ideas in writing.  
Unit 2:  Using Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) and Key Concepts to Understand Social Studies Text, Zinn, Ch. 2, “Black and White.”  We will reintroduce VTS by examining and comparing two pieces of art on the history of slavery.  Students will develop and analyze a list of key concepts from this chapter.  Working in groups, the list of key concepts will be pared down to ten.  Students will retell their understanding of slavery using these concepts.

Unit 3:  The Ten Disciplines of Social Studies.  Using Chs. 3, 4, and 5 of Zinn,  Students will use the content from these chapters to find examples of the ten disciplines of social studies set forth by the National Council of Social Studies and used in both district and state standards.  These include:  anthropology; history; geography; psychology; sociology; government; economics; technology; global connections; and, civic ideas and practices.  Students will use a historical novel set in the United States between 1780 and 1890 to demonstrate their understanding of the ten disciplines. 

Unit 4:  Building a Timeline of “Iconic” People, Events, And Dates in U.S. History

Using Chs. 1 through 7 of Zinn, students will use the journalistic process to build a timeline of U.S. history.  This process includes who, what, when, where, why, and how (the 5 Ws and 1H).  Support for this activity is through animatedatlas.com.
Unit 5:  The Foundations of Civics and Government
Part I:  Classroom Law Project Youth Summit 2011 Curriculum:  Civility in Government
Part II:  We the People:  The Citizen and the Constitution, the purpose/ history of government.  This unit will include in-depth studies of John Locke’s “state of nature and “social contract”, the Declaration of Independence, balance of powers, branches of government, and the amendments to the Constitution
Unit 6:  Rivers, a Study of the United States from the Perspective of Cultural Geography Students will be able to identify the primary U.S. river basins, explain the role of rivers in the development of the U.S., analyze continuity and change by showing how physical geography and human culture interact; demonstrate use of electronic mapping systems, atlases, and road maps.  In this unit, students will follow the Native Americans who lived near various rivers to determine what happened to them before, during, and after contact with Europeans including the current status of these tribes and their rivers today.

Unit 7:  Who Owns The Land, The Role of Property in the United States In this unit, we use primary documents from history.  We begin with a letter from Thomas Jefferson describing the horrid conditions he found in France prior to their revolution, and we look at John Locke’s beliefs about land ownership. We then look to the Land Ordinance of 1785 and the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 to see how the grid system was adopted by Congress as a way of settling the west.  Treaties with Native American tribes are analyzed to prepare ourselves for a future unit about Andrew Jackson, the Trail of Tears and other incursions between cultures.  Finally, in this unit we will study how Manifest Destiny and the Monroe Doctrine solidified the USA we have today.
Unit 8:  Presidential Legacies Our textbook, History Alive, has numerous activities that show how presidents leave their mark on the country.  Specifically, we will follow the chapters on Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe and Jackson.  (Lincoln and Andrew Johnson are studied in our Civil War unit.)
Unit 9:  Friday at the Movies, Into the West, A Docudrama Produced by Steven Spielberg  Each Friday beginning in February, we will view this docudrama that shows continuity and change in the often tangled world of settlers and Native Americans.  Parent authorization will be required, and students will be expected to maintain a record of events using graphic organizers each week.  
Unit 10:  Beyond the Oregon Trail:  Oregon’s Untold History  Adopted by the Portland Public Schools Board, this curriculum looks at the roots of inequality in Oregon from the perspectives of American Indians, Asians, African Americans, and Latinos.  We will also incorporate readings and activities from History Alive and Talking on Paper, an anthology of primary source letters written by early Oregonians.  
Unit 11:  Why the Civil War Matters, Overview  Concepts to be introduced and/or reviewed are slavery, plantation economics, national sovereignty and states’ rights, civil rights amendments, reconstruction.  Students will begin to build a Civil War scrapbook to help them understand the multiple facets of this key event in American history.  The scrapbook will be an on-going project through Unit 17, “The Reconstruction Era.”
Unit 12:  An Era of Reform  From History Alive, “find out about the efforts of American reformers in such causes as ending slavery, promoting women’s rights, and improving education. Judge the progress women have made toward full equality.
Unit 13:  The Worlds of North and South  From History Alive, “step back in time to experience life in a northern city and a southern  plantation.  Explore the differences that would ultimately shatter the unity of the country.
Unit 14:  African Americans at Mid-Century  From History Alive, “share the misery and admire the courage of black Americans living as slaves (in the years leading up to the Civil War).  Learn about their struggle to escape racism and discrimination.”

Unit 15:  A Divided Nation  From History Alive, “discover the deep division over slavery that would threaten to tear the country apart.  Join the search for comprimises on the issues that divided the nation.”
Unit 16:  The Civil War  From History Alive, “visit battlegrounds to relive the Civil War.  Face the terrors and hardships of those who suffered through America’s bloodiest war.”
Unit 17:  The Reconstruction Era  From History Alive, “track the progress of African Americans toward full citizenship following the Civil War.  Feel the disappointment and bitterness of former slaves who lost their newly gained rights.”

On-Going Reading Requirements in Social Studies.  Each quarter as part of the homework requirement, students will be required to read a minimum of one historical novel or non-fiction about a subject that takes place post-Revolution through Reconstruction (no books about the KKK will be allowed.)  By giving students choice in this reading, they will be able to read at their “recreational reading” level while gaining background knowledge and perspective about key issues.

Assessments of understanding will be conducted through persuasive writing assignments and persuasive speeches in the classroom.  The assessment rubric will be posted on the website.
