Hosford middle school
8th grade Chinese flagship
China research residency (CRR) Course
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Teacher : Kojo Hakam (韩老师) 
Location :  Hosford 
Tel: 503-916-5640 x 70382
Hours: 3rd Period 

欢迎大家！Welcome to the 8th grade China Research Residency (CRR) Course. With the dramatic rise of China’s political, economic, and cultural influence around the world, it is indeed a very exciting time to be studying Mandarin and preparing to travel to China. By enrolling in this course, you will develop your Chinese language skills and increase your cultural understanding, enabling you to maximize your experience on the CRR in April 2012. While in China you will navigate Chinese society by reading Chinese maps, asking and understanding directions, buying your own train and bus tickets, using public transportation, interviewing local Chinese citizens, tasting and describing local foods, and investigating historical sights.  In addition, you will be in a home stay, experiencing first-hand day-to-day life in a Chinese family. Thus, the topics and themes of this course – CRR intro, Chinese family, Lida Middle School, China geography, and travel – are designed to provide you with the linguistic and cultural skills necessary to succeed on the CRR.  Bear in mind that the CRR is not a right; it is a privilege that must be earned by satisfying the requirements of the behavioral contract. Students who violate any requrement of the behavioral contract will not be allowed to participate in the CRR. 
 
Course Goals
Enable students to improve by at least one sublevel in speaking, listening, reading, and writing on the ACTFL proficiency guidelines *. Students already at intermediate high will be provided the tools to attain Advanced Low on the ACTFL scale.
Provide students with the appropriate language skills and cultural knowledge to negotiate Chinese society, interact with locals, and carry out studies in China 
Stimulate critical thinking and deeper appreciation for Chinese language and culture

*INTERMEDIATE HIGH*
Intermediate-High speakers are able to converse with ease and confidence when dealing with most routine tasks and social situations of the Intermediate level. They are able to handle successfully many uncomplicated tasks and social situations requiring an exchange of basic information related to work, school, recreation, particular interests and areas of competence, though hesitation and errors may be evident.
…With some consistency, speakers at the Intermediate High level narrate and describe in major time frames using connected discourse of paragraph length. However, their performance of these Advanced-level tasks will exhibit one or more features of breakdown, such as the failure to maintain the narration or description semantically or syntactically in the appropriate major time frame, the disintegration of connected discourse, the misuse of cohesive devises, a reduction in breadth and appropriateness of vocabulary, the failure to successfully circumlocute, or a significant amount of hesitation.


Chinese Research Residency (CRR)  中国实地研习项目
This two week integrated academic cultural exchange to Suzhou, China, provides Chinese flagship students the opportunity to use their language skills and cultural understanding to explore Chinese culture and society, and to conduct research in Suzhou. The teacher and students are planning this cultural exchange together. By focusing on academic, linguistic, and personal development, the CRR offers our students the extraordinary opportunity to carry-out field research first-hand, live with a Chinese family, and practice Mandarin every day in an authentic Chinese cultural environment. Each student conducts field-research for an individual inquiry project (see below), culminating in a capstone presentation in late May upon return from China In addition, students engage in student-led, small group (4-5 students) field studies - leading a chaperone on several different excursions to historical towns and villages surrounding Suzhou. Students are expected to buy their own tickets, ask directions, navigate transportation, and interact with locals in order to learn about the history and culture of each field study site and complete the hand-outs for each field study.  The home stay with a Chinese family is also a vital component of the program. Students are compelled to negotiate Chinese culture and society independently using learned language and culture skills, and possibly develop life-long friendships in the process!

Inquiry Project (IP)
Students will design and conduct a research inquiry project that compares and contrasts an aspect of Chinese culture and/or society with the U.S. You will begin developing this project in Mandarin Language Arts and conduct much of the research while in Suzhou. The IP will require you to interview locals in China as part of the data-gathering. The culmination of the IP will be a capstone presentation, delivered to the Hosford Community upon return from China in May, 2011. 

CRR Ministries (中国实地研习部门）
Your active involvement in the development of the 2010 CRR to Suzhou is critical for its success! Therefore, students will also be graded based on their contribution to one of the seven ministries belonging to the CRR: Translation, Communications, Gifts & Purchasing, Chaperone, Technology, Legal Affairs, and Fundraising. 

Topics/Themes

Introduction: Linguafolio
Performance goals:		1. Record an unscripted language sample to upload to linguafolio
				2. List language goals for the year based on linguafolio profile

Intro: Intro to CRR
Performance goals: 	1. Discuss, decide and list personal goals for CRR course
				2. Establish class rules and expectations
				3. Present “top 10” list of reasons why to do a home stay in China 
				4. Present unscripted explanation of why going to China is important

Sub-topics:  ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines; Culture Shock

Project: “Top 10” list of reasons to 1) go on the CRR   and  2) do a home stay in China

2．Changing Family Structure & Values in China
       Performance goals: 	1. Compare & contrast family values between China and U.S.
				2. Describe changes to family structure & values in recent history
				3. Express opinions/views on changing family structure/values
				4. Discuss pros and cons of extended & nuclear family
				5. Interview a student from/in China about interests and hobbies
6. Describe and enquire about family background and values in a letter to Chinese pen-pal

Sub topics: 	1. Changing structure in Chinese families
2. One-child policy and its impact
3. Youth Culture 
4. Education: access and expectations  	

Project: Information guide on the Chinese family, including do’s and don’ts when visiting Chinese family

3. Lida Visit
     Performance goals:		1. Describe a tourist attraction in Portland or Oregon
				2. Successfully give directions to a location using a local map
				3. Create a ‘do’s and don’ts’ guide for Chinese visitors
				4. Compare and contrast Hosford and Lida Middle schools

Sub-topics: 	1. Lida Middle School
		2. Students in China
		3. Visiting Portland

Projects:	1. Prepare and record a self-introduction for Lida students
		2. Prepare and present a Portland Travel Brochure for Lida students

4. Travel and Living in China
Performance goals:	1. Describe major historical/cultural sites in China using academic language
2. Make travel arrangements to a specific destination 
3. Successfully use Chinese map to ask, understand, and give directions
4. Use a Chinese train/bus timetable to plan trip and buy tickets
5. Enquire about, bargain for, and purchase products in a Chinese store
6.  Express opinions (debate) about taboos and etiquette 

Sub-Topics:	1. Suzhou river towns
		2. Shopping & bargaining
		3. Directions
		4. Traveling in China

Projects: 	1. Travel Brochure to a cultural/historical destination in Jiangnan Region
		2. Multimedia Tourist promotion advertisement on a region in Western China

5. CRR Reflections and Capstone 
	Performance goals: 	1. Prepare and present a capstone speech for the CMP community
				2. Write a complete thank you letter to your host family
				3. Prepare a China travel brochure for the 7th grade students 
				4. Create a “TV Talk show” discussing the CRR experience 
5. Write a reflection paper on your experiences in China
6. Present Inquiry Project on billboard to CMP community

Assessment will be divided into the following categories:
Homework, Quizzes, etc	15%
Participation			25%
Projects			25%
Portfolio			10% (Completion required to receive passing grade)
Journal				25%
Grading Scale: 
The following is the grading policy                                                                                                       6-----------------------------98-100%
5-----------------------------90-98%                                                                                                        4-----------------------------80-89%
3-----------------------------70-79%
2-----------------------------60-69%
1-----------------------------59% or lower
You will be acquiring language skills to interact in every-day contexts, as well as in certain academic disciplines.  Language tasks will be assigned throughout the course that will encourage you to engage in Chinese outside the classroom on a continual basis, and will integrate reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. Students making a conscious effort to interact and engage in Chinese in and out of the classroom, whether with classmates, teachers, or other Chinese speakers, typically show the most dramatic improvement in language skills.   
课堂现 (xiàn)--Participation: 
Your active participation (completing homework on time and with clear effort, contributing to - without dominating – class discussions, actively seeking/providing help when needed, etc) in all activities is a significant portion of your final grade for the course.  As long as you make a concerted effort to participate, demonstrate a positive attitude, and speak level-appropriate Chinese in these situations, you should receive high participation marks. 
Student participation will be assessed on the following:
Classroom participation – active input, enthusiasm, cooperation
Homework – finished on time, with noticeable effort
Daily Tasks

研 (yán)究 (jiū)展 (zhǎn)示 (shì)--- Projects
Your creative projects are meant to be fun – a chance for you to explore an aspect of Chinese culture and society relating to the various themes and topics covered in the course – and to demonstrate language skills.  Your projects must include a performance demonstration of your language skills and progress.  Therefore, you and a partner will prepare your project as a 10 minute presentation to be given at the end of each month.  This is not a book report, but rather is designed to give you the opportunity to expand on or delve deeper into an aspect of culture and society China that fascinates you. Use the teacher, the internet, your fellow classmates, local Chinese, multi-media technology and the local community as resources.  I will also provide editing and resource assistance.  The projects must demonstrate your Chinese ability and you will be graded on content and language.  A grading rubric will be provided to assist you in the process. 


电子日记----Electronic Journal:  
Each student must complete at least 4 typed journal entries per week. The content of your journal should be related to the weekly topics covered in the course. Therefore, do not write the same thing every day. Instead, you will need to use your imagination, reflect on what you have learned, talk to native speakers, or use simple research to complete each journal entry. A journal topic may be provided occasionally, such as food, health, traffic, banking, housing, etc. When a journal topic is assigned, I will provide details in class. Use your imagination to spice up your journal entries. A couple of journals will be selected and presented to the class each week, particular ly those that demonstrate imagination, thought and/or those that utilize new vocabulary. At the end of our course, you should complete a colorful descriptive account of your experiences leading up to the research residency in Suzhou.

Minimum Expectations:

1st Month: 50 characters each entry, 5 new words
2nd Month and thereafter: 100 characters each entry, 7 new words/phrases
成 (chéng)果 (guǒ)夹 (jiá)---Portfolio & Linguafolio 
All students are required to compile a portfolio to complete this course. Since there is no core textbook, the portfolio is a creative means of organizing and displaying your entire learning experience in preparation for the research residency. Anything that represents a part of your experience in the course, and in improving your Mandarin skills, can be inserted as long as Chinese captions with a short description are added to each item. Portfolio entries should include all handouts, writing samples that demonstrate progress, project samples, homework assignments, and journal entries.
Linguafolio – All students will have a Linguafolio account to keep track of and document their progress in Mandarin. The Linguafolio itself will not receive a letter grade, but MUST be completed to pass the course! 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
Maintaining a journal. Journals are due every Monday before class. If the due dates fall on a ‘no-school’ day, it is then due the day immediately after students return to school.  
Reading all handout materials. Attend all classes on time and be prepared to discuss reading and written assignments. Actively participate in class and group discussions. No missed assignments or tests can be made up unless they are excused absences. 
Keep all classroom notes and handouts in your portfolio. This portfolio should be brought to class everyday. 
Keep all graded homework assignments in the portfolio. The portfolio will be checked weekly for content and progress. 
In addition to the journal entries, homework will be given approximately two to three times a week and will vary. These assignments are related to the topics/themes covered in the class, and needs to be completed before we explore the next topics. Typically these assignments should take approximately twenty (20) to forty-five (45) minutes to complete and are due the following day.
There will be some assignments that are of a continuous nature (journals, reports and projects). Due dates will be given at the introduction of these assignments. All assignments are the responsibility of the student to complete by the due date. 
There will not be quizzes or tests on a regular basis. However, students will be informed when they do arize and given ample time to prepare.    
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