
Gr. 7 Social Studies Syllabus
 Ms. Adrianne Bee Room 220

Sept. 6, 2011

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to the new school year! I hope you had a wonderful and relaxing summer!  

For those new families who do not already know who I am, my name is Adrianne Bee. This is my seventh year teaching at Hosford Middle School. I am the Social Studies teacher, as well as teacher for Mandarin Immersion Social Studies and Chinese Language classes. 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, the program goals and expectations to all of you. 

I am a graduate of OSU with a BS and a MA degree in Health Education and Foreign Languages in 1987, and I have recently acquired an ESOL endorsement through PSU.  I also hold a certificate to teach Mandarin Chinese from National Taiwan University in 2004.   Shortly after college, I resumed my teaching career in a private international school in Taiwan, and have taught there for 12 years. During the last two years there, I served as the Associate Principal. I left Taiwan after 12 years of service and came back to Portland Oregon in 2005. I love teaching at Hosford, and look forward to creating another fruitful year with your child in the year to come!

I believe very strongly in incorporating content and language goals, study skills, cooperative learning activities and reading strategies into my daily lesson plans. It is also my belief that it's just as important to teach students how to learn, as it is to teach the academic content of the course. It is my goal to make the course an interesting and enlightening experience for all my students.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

	Main Idea
	Detail

	 Class 
Objectives
	Through reading, reflection, writing and activities, students develop an understanding of historical and culture components during the Medieval World and beyond. 

Improve and develop social studies’ skills, including: reading and interpreting maps, creating timelines, reading/comprehending/analyzing expository text, note-taking and writing strategies, and test preparation.  

Use of technology to enhance learning.

	 Homework
	Most work is designed to be finished in class.  Any work not completed will be considered homework.  Occasional long-term assignments/projects may require some work at home.

Assignments not completed will result in the student being assigned to after school detention as determined by teacher.  Late work will receive 50% off.  

	Classroom 
Expectations
	In seat when bell rings, with all required work/books.

Respect for fellow classmates, and prepared to follow teacher instructions and school rules.

	 
Grading
	All students will be graded on total points, earned through interactive notebook assignments, written assessments, and benchmark assessments.  Reports cards every quarter. Mid-term reports will be sent home if student’s grades fall below C.  All grades will be assessable through the Parent Portal.

        90-100% = A

        80-89%   = B

        70-79%   = C

        60-69%   = D

        Below 59 = F

Successfully passing all benchmark proficiency tests at 70% or above.
Grades will be determined according to the following breakdown:



20%  Class Participation       30% Classwork/Homework           
20%  Quizzes/Tests
           20% Projects and Presentations        10%  Note book/Binder


	Student Supplies


	Each student needs the following supplies in order to be successful in class:

* Pencils and manual sharpener       * 2 packs Post it Sticky notes        * highlight marker    *1 notebook   * 1 ruler      * pair of scissors  

Please have supplies with you no later than...Monday, September 12th!


	 Texts/Other
Materials
	History Alive! The Medieval World and Beyond by Teachers’ Curriculum Institute

Teacher-developed activities and assignments

	Expectations
	Daily Expectations

It is the student’s responsibility to come to class every day prepared to work.  This includes having all of the required supplies, being seated with his/her Planner and class materials on the desk when the bell rings, and by being respectful by following directions and giving his/her best effort.  

Check assignment calendars (if not daily, at least weekly)

Check grades online

Communication with teacher….Please email me!

Absent/Make-up Work

When a student has been absent, it is his/her responsibility to get the homework and in-class assignments from the teacher.   Make up work (due to excused absences) must be completed in the equal number of days in which the student was out, in order to obtain full credit.  If a student has an illness or injury which will keep him/her out of school for several days, then a friend, sibling, or parent may pick up the work.  Parents may call to request homework to be sent to the office for pickup.  
Study Buddies
Students will need to record the phone numbers of at least two other students in this class to call for assignments when they are absent, have lost the assignment, or have questions about what to do.



	Message to
Parents
	Encourage your student to talk or meet with me about any questions or concerns.  In order for your child to be successful in school, we need to work as a team.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at abee@pps.net


 

 
Welcome to 7th Grade Social Studies:
History Alive!:  The Medieval World and Beyond

The 7th grade course examines the social, cultural, and technological change during the period A.D. 500 to 1789.  The sequence of these units is both historical, advancing across the years A.D. 500 - 1789 and geographic, advancing across the major continents of the earth.  A review unit on the ancient world begins with a study of the ways archaeologists and historians uncover the past.  Then, with the fall of Rome, this study moves to Islam through Africa; crosses the Altantic to observe the rise of the Mayna, Incan , and Aztec civilizations; moves westward to compare the civilizations of China and Japan during the Middle Ages; returns to comparative study of Europe during the High Middle Ages, and concludes with the turbulent age of the Renaissance, Reformation, and Scientific Revolution  that ushered in the Enlightenment and the modern world. 

7.1 The Roman Empire

Analyze the causes and effects of the rise and fall of the Roman Empire.

The empire strengths and weaknesses

Lasting contributions of Rome

Extent of the empire and threats to its unity

The Byzantine Empire and the split in the Christian church
7.2 Islamic Civilizations of the Middle Ages

Analyze the geography, governments, economy, religious ideas, and social relationships of early Islamic civilizations.

Geography of the Arab Peninsula and its influence on Arabic life

Life and teachings of Muhammad and beginnings of Islam

Importance of the Quran and the Sunnah, key books of Islam

Expansion of Muslim rule and the spread of Islam

Growth of cities and trade between Asia, Africa, and Europe

Lasting influence of Muslim science, geography, mathematics, philosophy, medicine, art, and literature
7.3 China in the Middle Ages

Analyze the geography, governments, economy,

religious ideas, and social relationships of China during the Middle Ages.

Reunification by Tang rulers

Buddhism spread to China, Korea, and Japan

Technology and trade during Tang and Song rule

Changes in Confucianism and its influence

China expansion of trade under Mongol and Ming rulers

Influence of Chinese discoveries and inventions 

Power of the emperor and the class of educated civil servants
7.4 Sub-Saharan Civilizations in the Middle Ages

Analyze the geography, governments, economy, religious ideas, and social relationships of Ghana and Mali in the Middle Ages.

Connections between land, trade, and the rise of Ghana and Mali

Development of cities in West Africa

Trans-Saharan trade and its role in the spread of Islam

Spread of the Arabic language

Ways Africans handed down their history and culture
7.5. Japan in the Middle Ages

Analyze the geography, governments, environment, religious ideas, and social relationships of Japan in the Middle Ages.

Influence of neighboring China and Korea on Japan

Reign of Prince Shotoku

Feudal way of life and the influence of its warrior code

Distinctive Japanese forms of Buddhism

Early Japanese literature, art, and drama and its lasting influence

Rise of a military society in the 1100s

7.6 Europe in the Middle Ages

Analyze the geography, governments, economy, religious

ideas, and social relationships of Europe in the Middle Ages.

The land and its connection to European ways of life

Movement of Christianity into Europe and the role of the early church Feudal way of life

Conflict and cooperation between the pope and European rulers

Developments in the English legal system and government that would influence the rise of modern democy and practices

Christian crusades and their effect on Europe and the eastern Mediterranean

Spread of the bubonic plague

Role of the Catholic Church in European life

Defeat of Muslim rule in Spain and Portugal, known as the Reconquista
7.7 Mesoamerican and Andean Civilizations

Analyze the geography, governments, economy, religious ideas, and social relationships of Mesoamerican and Andean civilizations.

Geography of Central and South America and its effect on the growth of Mayan, Aztec, and Inca societies

Roles people played in Mayan, Aztec, and Inca societies

Aztec and Inca Empires and their conquest by Spain

Art, architecture, and oral traditions

Mesoamerican achievements in astronomy and mathematics

7.8 The Renaissance Period in Europe

Analyze the achievements, and spread of Renaissance ideas.

Revival of classical learning and the beginnings and meaning of the philosophy known as humanism

Italian trading cities and the spread of Renaissance ideas

Importance of reopening the Silk Road 

New ways to spread information

Accomplishments of Renaissance learning in art, science, mathematics, mapmaking, engineering, anatomy, and astronomy

7.9 The Reformation in Europe

Analyze the causes, characteristics, and effects of the

movement known as the Reformation.

Turmoil in the Catholic Church

Ideas of Reformation leaders such as Martin Luther

Protestant church practices and their influence on ideas about government

Europe division into Catholic and Protestantareas

Causes and effects of the Counter-Reformation

Work of European missionaries in spreadingChristianity

Golden age of cooperation between Jews and

Muslims in Spain
7.10 The Scientific Revolution

Analyze the Scientific Revolution and its lasting effect on Western civilization.

Roots of the Scientific Revolution

New scientific theories and inventions

Ideas of Bacon and Descartes, their influence on the growth of democracy, and how they allowed science and religion to coexist
7.11 Changes in the 16th to 18th Centuries

Analyze the Age of Exploration, the Enlightenment, and the Age of Reason.

Explorers, their routes, and influence of maps on new world view

Trade in plants, animals, technology, culture, and ideas among Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas

Origins of modern capitalism

Main ideas of the Enlightenment and their roots in history

Influence of Enlightenment thinkers on democratic ideas

Influence of Magna Carta on Declaration of Independence

New ways to spread information

Accomplishments of Renaissance learning in art, science, mathematics, mapmaking, engineering, anatomy, and astronomy

 

This year we will be exploring Medieval civilizations and cultures from 500 CE - 1500 CE
 

Absent for the interactive class activities????  Click on the appropriate unit of study to view a PowerPoint presentation on the topic.
Cool Links: 

Coat of Arms-  http://www.houseofnames.com/
 

Interactive Maps- http://www.mrnussbaum.com/china.htm
 

Arabian Nights for Kids- http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/islam/literature/arabiannights.htm
 

Panoramas-  http://www.panoramas.dk/
Units of Study 

	Fall of Rome

 

Europe During Medieval Times- the Middle Ages

 

The Rise of Islam

 

Cultures and Kingdoms of West Africa

 

Imperial China

 

Japan During Medieval Times- Feudal Japan

 

Europe's Renaissance and Reformation

 

Mesoamerica
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traditional religious beliefs Medieval and Early Modern Times

by McDougal Littell

􀂃 Reading Study Guide: 127-135

􀂃 California Standards Enrichment:

135-140

􀂃 Bringing Social Studies Alive:

126-133

􀂃 In-Depth Resources

Unit 8

􀂃 History Makers: 29-30

􀂃 Transparencies/Technology

Map Transparencies: 21-24

Humanities Transparencies:

29

Critical Thinking: 62-63

CA Daily Standards

Practice: 48-49

Power Presentations: 15.1-

15.2

10 Days

Renaissance/Reformation

7.11 Analyze political and

economic change in the

sixteenth, seventeenth, and

eighteenth centuries (the Age of

Exploration, the Enlightenment,

and the Age of Reason).

1. Know the great voyages of

discovery, the locations of the

routes, and the influence of

cartography in the development of

a new European worldview

2. Discuss the exchanges of plants,

animals, technology, culture, and

ideas among Europe, Africa, Asia,

and the Americas in the fifteenth

and sixteenth centuries and the

major economic and social effects

on each continent

3. Examine the origins of modern

capitalism; the influence of

mercantilism and cottage industry;

the elements and importance of a

market economy in seventeenthcentury

Europe; the changing

international trading and marketing

TCI:

Europe’s Transition to the Modern World

WH 07-5

Section 4: Activity 4.2, 4.3, 4.1

Section 1: Activity 1.2E, 1.2C

Section 2: Activity 2.3, 2.4

Section 3: Activity 3.3

The Rise of Islam WH 07-2

Section 3: Activity 3.1

Imperial China and Feudal Japan WH

07-4

Section 4: Activity 4.1

After the Fall of the Roman Empire

WH07-1

Section 1: Activity 1.4

Section 3: Activity 3.2F

Websites:

classzone.com

score.rims.k12.ca.us

www.mrnussbaum.com/age.htm

www.fresno.k12.ca.us/schools/s090/lloyd
