	Fertile Crescent notes

●Fertile Crescent—area land shaped like a crescent moon

●fertile refers to rich soil in the region

●lies between the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers

●bordered in the west by the Mediterranean; in the southeast by the Persian Gulf; in the east by the Zagros Mts.; in the northwest by the Taurus Mts.

●in ancient times, it included parts of modern countries Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Israel

●in ancient times, this region was called Mesopotamia (“the land between the rivers”)

●soil=dry

●climate=hot

●river=unpredictable

●region has few natural resources

●location of the earliest civilization


Fertile Crescent paragraph

The Fertile Crescent was the birthplace of civilization.  The region is named after the crescent moon because of its shape.  It is called fertile because the soil in the region is rich in nutrients and excellent for farming.  The Fertile Crescent is bordered in the west by the Mediterranean Sea, in the northwest by the Taurus Mountains, in the southeast by the Persian Gulf, and in the northeast by the Zagros Mountains.  Today, the countries of Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Israel control the area once known as the Fertile Crescent.  In ancient times, the Fertile Crescent was called Mesopotamia.  In Greek, Mesopotamia means “the land between the rivers.”  The Tigris River runs west-to-east through the northern part of the region, while the Euphrates River makes it way from west to east through southern Mesopotamia.  The soil in the Fertile Crescent is dry, the climate is hot, and the rivers are unpredictable.  Other than soil suitable for farming, the Fertile Crescent has few natural resources.
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