Literature Response Options 

Directions:  When you are not given a specific response, select a prompt (or prompts) from the list below.  Write the prompt at the top of your Literature Journal entry and thoughtfully respond.   

1. Discuss how the main character is like or unlike people you know. 

2. Invite three celebrities to a party for your main character and explain your choices. 
3. Interview a character from your book. 

4. For a film of your book, which actress would you choose for the leading female?  Which actor would you choose for the leading male?  Explain. 

5. Compare where you live with the neighborhood or town in your book. 

6. Tell what you think happened before the story began. 

7. If your story took place one hundred years earlier, what would be different? 

8. Describe what you think happened to the main character after the book ended. 

9. Describe any experience you’ve had that is like one that happened in the book. 

10. Explain how your book could be made into a move:  clothes, setting, props, etc…

11. Write several poems about various aspects of your book:  characters, plot, setting, theme. 

12. Write 3 five-line cinquains about the book:  a noun, then two adjectives, then three verbs, then a thought about the noun, and finally a synonym for the noun.   

13. Find an existing poem or quote that applies to your book.  Write it out and explain how it applies.

14. Write a different ending for the book. 

15. As a psychiatrist, analyze the conflicts and problems of the characters?  Why do they act the way they do?  What about their personalities creates conflicts or problems? 
16. How did the book change your way of thinking? 

17. Did any character change during the book?  Explain why and how. 

18. What problems did the main characters have, and how did they overcome them? 

19. If the book has a villain, was his punishment justified?  

20. Write entries in a diary that one of the characters might have kept before, during, or after the story. 

21. Describe any of your favorite scenes or events in the book.  Explain what makes it your favorite. 

22. Write a feature article with a headline that tells a part of the story as it might be found in the book’s local paper.
23. Write a letter to a character protesting a situation, making a suggestion, or stating a complaint.  

24. Write a full (physical, emotional, relational, favorites, etc.) character profile of two characters in the book.  Sketches may be included as well.  

25. Write an editorial (opinion article) commenting on situations that arise in the book and how they are handled.  

26. Write a different beginning for the story. 

27. Compare and contrast two characters in the story. 

28. Free write your thoughts or emotional reactions to the events or people in the book.  

29. Make a list of character traits for each person. 

30. Choose a quote from a character.  Write why it would or wouldn’t be a good motto by which to live your life.  

31. Choose part of the story that resulted in a climax.  If something different would have happened, how would the outcome have changed?  

32. Write about the life of a character 20 years from now. 

33. Stories are made up of many conflicts and solutions.  Choose three conflicts from the story, and give the solutions.  Is there one that could have been handled differently?  Explain. 

34. Write an obituary for one of the characters.  Be sure to include significant accomplishments. 

35. Pretend you could spend a day with one of the characters.  Which one would you choose?  Why?  What would you do? 

36. Write a plot for a sequel of the book. 

37. Add a character to the book.  Why would s/he be put there?  What part would s/he serve? 

38. Write part of the story from a different point of view.  How would someone else tell it? 

39. Put together a cast for the film version of the book.  Decide what actors and actresses would play each part.  Explain why they would be right for the part. 

40. Compare life styles of the people in the book with the way we live in our community…methods of transportation, communication, fashions, customs, types of government, social structures, etc. 

41. Write an editorial (opinion article) related to a controversial issue raised by the book. 

42. Pretend you are a spy sent to report on your chosen character.  Compile a file of specific information your agency needs to know.  

43. You are a prosecuting attorney putting one of the characters on trial for a crime or misdeed.  Prepare your case giving all of your arguments. 

44. Complete each of these ideas related to the book:  This book makes me think that…, realize that…, decide that…, wonder about…, see that…, believe that…, feel that…, and hope that…

45. What impact does the setting have on the characters and plot of the book?   

