EL DIA DE LOS MUERTOS

Remember that the Day of the Dead is a very colorful. You will be a) writing 15 

sentences in Spanish describing your altar and/or describing your chosen 

celebrity and b) designing and creating an authentic altar.

The Altar
Purpose:  To create an authentic Day of the Dead altar to honor a famous

person of your choice. 

1)  You will be working with one partner in creating an altar to honor a famous person that you have chosen. The celebrity must be dead and can not have died of a drug overdose, suicide or a gang-related murder. Your choice can be from any walk of life: politician, actor, musician, clergy, athlete, etc. Each altar must be of a different person.

2)  Each altar will be at least three levels high, consisting of cardboard boxes decorated in Day of the Dead style. The three boxes, when placed together, will  be at least chest-high in height.

3)  The cardboard boxes will be covered in fabric in the colors of the holiday (pink, black, white, gold, and orange/yellow) and include decorations of the Day of the Dead, not Halloween. The base box will be the largest, the middle box will be slightly smaller, and the top box will be the smallest of the three.

4)  The altar must be authentic as far as the objects placed on it. The following objects must be on your altar:


one glass of water 


skeletons and skulls


one candle 




marigolds


an epitaph for deceased 

light source

two food items enjoyed 

one 8 x 10 picture of deceased


at least five items which detail the deceased’s life

(Your candles will not be lit due to fire codes. The glass of water must be at least half full. The food items must be fresh and actually cooked, not in a box, can, or closed container. You can have other flowers in addition to the marigolds. Skeletons and skulls must be easily visible and numerous. Lights can be Xmas lights, etc. Your altar must be colorful and full of life and joy. Do not bring in food until the display date!) 



5)  Each altar will have a colorful, decorated arch.

6)  The deceased’s name will be spelled out in pen with raw almonds (1 letter per nut).

7)  An epitaph is what you see on a tombstone that shows the deceased’s name, their birthdate and deathdate, and some quote or comment about who they were and what they contributed to the world. Your epitaph must be in Spanish. Here’s an example:

Elvis Presley

Nació el ocho de enero, 1935

Murió el dieciséis de agosto, 1977

El Rey de Rock
More on the back!

The Sentences

Purpose:  To write fifteen sentences, using familiar vocabulary, describing your altar. 

1)  You will be writing a total of fifteen sentences. One sentence must be 

              the person’s birthday. Another must give the date of his death. Here


     are some past tense verbs you may want to use:

  
     
nació = he/she was born, 



murió = he/she died



tenía = he/she had


    
era  = he/she was
  



le gustaba = he/she liked



le encantaba = he/she loved


2)  Each sentence must have five or more Spanish words. Make each

    
     sentence simple, describing either the deceased as displayed on your 

              altar or the altar itself. Here’s an example of a good, simple sentence:





Era una persona interesante y generosa.





He was an interesting and generous person.


    (On October 24th, you can turn in your sentences in rough draft form. 
Use a dictionary to translate your entire set of English sentences.   

Once you turn them in, I will correct all mistakes and return them to 
you by the end of the period or the next day. Please take advantage 
of this opportunity!!!)
3) Directly below each Spanish sentence will be the English translation. Double space between each pair of sentences.

   
4)  The sentences must be typed and turned in by the due date or before.


5)  Your heading at the top right corner of the page should show:

Carlota Pace

Hora#

   el primero de noviembre



6)  Each pair of sentences will be worth three points. Five points for 


     being typed and headed correctly.


7)  If working with a partner, you can not have the same sentences 

  
     except for the two sentences on the birth and death dates of your 

 
     celebrity. You may work together on them.
DUE DATE FOR ALTAR/SENTENCES:

EL VEINTIOCHO DE OCTUBRE

DUE DATE FOR FOOD:

EL PRIMERO DE NOVIEMBRE

