2011-2012 SPANISH II COURSE SYLLABUS

ROBERT GRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL

INSTRUCTOR: AGARYVETTE ROJAS

Welcome back, chicos! We are just going to keep adding to the already gigantic 

amount of vocabulary you guys all learned last year. Don’t fret, though, we’ll start off 

reviewing all the easy-peasy-lemon-squeezy stuff, okay? Here’s some important stuff 

for the parental units to read up on and for us to go over first. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Spanish I (7th grade) at Robert Gray is the prerequisite class for Spanish II (8th grade). 

Upon completing Spanish II, you’ll earn one high school credit towards graduation 

(with an overall B average over the course of the two years). The goal for the year is to 

continue to keep your mind and body actively involved in Spanish using various 

cooperative learning games and activities, learning about the culture through 

contemporary Latino music, SmartBoard interactive activities and lessons and role-

playing real-life situations (ie. going to the marketplace, giving/asking for directions, 

and meeting someone new). While we’ll be working on all aspects of a language,  

speaking and listening will be emphasized. There will be many units of study in the 

first year of Spanish, encompassing grammar, vocabulary, spelling, as well as culture 

and pronunciation. Here are the units you’ll be working on through June:

Possessive Adjectives 

    
Saber vs. Conocer
Day of the Dead Altars

    
The Pronoun “Lo Que” & ”Que”

Nationalities 


    
Slightly Irregular Verbs 2




Gustar & Encantar


   
Direct & Indirect Object Pronouns

 

Demonstrative Adjectives
    
Irregular Preterite Verbs 1
Professions

 


Body Parts

Recent Past




Merengue & Salsa Dancing




Ordinal Number Adjectives

Numbers 101-1,000,000




E – IE Stem-Changers


Negative Words
Slightly Irregular Verbs I


Reflexive Verbs

Clothing


 

Comparative/Superlative Adjectives

O – UE Stem-Changers


Por vs. Para/Irregular Preterite Verbs 2


Regular Preterite Tense


Imperfect Tense


Preterite Book



Play Performance


ORGANIZATION

As last year, I believe strongly in being well-organized. You still need to have a SEPARATE binder for Spanish. We will be using a textbook on occasion. You’ll still be receiving weekly vocabulary sheets, supplemented with additional vocabulary but based on district-adopted materials. The binder you will be bringing to class daily will hold all of these vocabulary sheets as well as your assignments, quizzes, and various other materials needed for Spanish. You’ll still be graded on the organization and neatness of your  binder. Notebook checks are considered ongoing. Every other Friday, you will receive an up-to-date progress report to keep in your binder at all times. Your Friday reports will also be available online beginning in October.

You’ll still need four tabbed dividers in the same order in your binder: 




VOCABULARIO 




TAREAS 





PRUEBAS

OTRAS COSAS


EVALUATION AND GRADING POLICY

Your overall grade is made up of five aspects:  participation/effort/on-time work, 

homework, quizzes, oral evaluations and projects. The participation/effort/on-time 

work aspect is partially subjective, based on my observation of your weekly attitude, 

participation, and effort in class as well as the number of assignments turned in on 

time throughout each quarter. The latter four are based on objective point totals. 

There is only one oral evaluation each quarter. 

Participation/effort/on-time work is based on my opinion of your behavior in class. 

How often you raise your hand to answer questions, how well you work with your 

class-/teammates, how well you pay attention and listen to me/others, and how

prepared you are for class each day will be the basis for this part of your grade. 

Attitude and turning in homework on time regularly will also be part of the grade. 

Homework - The best way to learn any second language is to live where that language 

is spoken on a regular basis. Since that’s not possible, it’s important that you practice 

Spanish as often as possible in various ways. One is the written form and that means 

homework. I give homework on Mondays and Tuesdays. I won’t give homework on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays or Fridays. Assignments are considered late if they are incomplete AT ALL!. This is a change from last year. I will check assignments at the beginning of class. Blanks earn half credit but only if you complete them by filling in 

the answer from the board while we’re correcting. If you don’t turn in an assignment 

within one week of its due date, it becomes a zero and can’t be made up. When you 

have an excused absence, you’ll have a week from your return date to turn in an 

assignment. If it’s unexcused, you’ll have one day. Planned absences are an exception.
Quizzes are usually given on Fridays. Quizzes are worth 30 points and there are about  

3 - 5 quizzes in a quarter. 

Oral Evaluations are oral quizzes done one-on-one between you and me. They usually 

cover two or more units and you are always given a set of ten review questions to 

study of which three will be asked of you. You must answer with complete Spanish 

sentences, showing that you understand the questions and can formulate appropriate 

responses. OE’s are worth 30 points each. There are three OE’s all year, one per each 

of the first three quarters.

Projects this year you will have four projects: Day of the Dead altars in the fall, a play in the winter and a book and merengue and salsa dancing in the spring.

TEAMS 

Team names are the same as last year, the colors black (Negro), blue (Azul), red (Rojo), green (Verde), and purple (Morado). Your teams have already been chosen and I’ll let you know where you sit by next Monday. When we play games, all games will be color-coded for your team. You’ll sit with your team throughout the year. 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS
Students will be expected to read and comprehend, write clearly and accurately, listen 

actively and speak clearly and think critically in English while attempting to apply 

these same skills in the target language of Spanish. Because of the team format in the 

classroom, students will be working on both personal management and teamwork. 

During projects they will have a chance to incorporate the use of technology and 

learning about a second language and its culture easily encompasses global literacy. 

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS

Due to the fast-paced and lively nature of the class and its games, behavior problems

are rarely an issue in my classes. Students are often engaged, focused, and enjoying

themselves, even while working on homework. My expectations of students are that

they work cooperatively with both myself as well as each other, being considerate of

their classmates while being responsible for their belongings and managing their time 

during class.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at school, 916-5676, or email me at: arojas@pps.net. I’m looking forward to a great year and hope you all are too!

Agaryvette Rojas
