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COURSE SYLLABUS

ROBERT GRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL

INSTRUCTOR: AGARYVETTE ROJAS

¡Bienvenidos a Español! My name is Agaryvette Rojas (RO hawss). This is my 24th year 

teaching French and Spanish at Gray. My family includes my husband Diego who is 

from Costa Rica, my daughter Aviden, an 11-year old starting 6th grade this year and 

our dog daughters, Denali, a 4-yr. old Lab mix and Tica, our one-year old Jack Russell 

mix puppy. I am Colombian-American (my parents were both born in Cali, Colombia),

and consider myself a Northwesterner, having been here for 32 years. I was born and

raised in Alaska. 
Learning a second language is an increasingly important aspect of your education. To learn a second language well, you need to understand both the language itself as well 

as the culture and customs of the people who speak that language. Speaking a second

language expands your world, allowing you to see people, situations, and the world 

from a new perspective. Learning to speak a second language is considered the 

first step in a never-ending journey which connects you to a global community. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Spanish I (7th grade) at Robert Gray is the prerequisite class for Spanish II (8th grade). After you have finished two full years of Spanish at RG, you can earn one high school credit towards high school graduation (with an overall B average).

The goal for the year is to keep your mind and body actively involved in Spanish using

various cooperative learning games and activities, learning about the culture through 

contemporary and folk Latino music, SmartBoard interactive activities and lessons 

and role-playing real-life situations (ie. going to the marketplace, giving/asking for 

directions, and meeting someone new). While we’ll be working on all aspects of a 

language,  speaking and listening will be emphasized.
There will be many units of study in the first year of Spanish, encompassing grammar, 

vocabulary, spelling, as well as culture and pronunciation. Here is a comprehensive 

list of the units of study you will be working on from September until June:

Alphabet/Pronunciation 

Tener & Venir/Tener Expressions
Introductions 


    
Ir/Al & Del/Near Future/Personal “A”

Numbers/Time 


    
Oral Presentation Project




Date/Weather


   
ER/IR Verbs




Day of the Dead Project 

Definite Article in the General Sense
Conjugation/AR Verbs 


Present Progressive Tense

Nouns/Noun + de + Noun

Food




Useful Words/Negation


Sports




Questions/Adjectives


Family
Spanish-speaking World Project
Cinco de Mayo Project

Tener & Venir/Tener Idioms s 
Places

Ser vs. Estar



Animals


School/Me gusta



Prepositions with Pronouns/Shows



TEXTBOOK/ORGANIZATION

I believe strongly in being well-organized. To this end, you need to have a SEPARATE 

binder for Spanish. I do not use a regular textbook. Instead, I hand out weekly vocabulary sheets, supplemented with additional vocabulary but based on district-adopted materials. The binder you will be bringing to class daily will hold all of these vocabulary sheets as well as your assignments, quizzes, and various other materials needed for Spanish. You will be graded on the organization and neatness of your  

binder as well as whether or not you have all of the current assignments, vocab

sheets, and Friday reports in the correct sections and in the correct order. Note- 

book checks are considered an ongoing project that you are responsible for each 

quarter. On Fridays, you will receive an up-to-date progress report which must be kept 

in your binder at all times.

You’ll need four tabbed dividers which are placed in the following order: 




VOCABULARIO 




TAREAS 





PRUEBAS


OTRAS COSAS

Tareas (homework) and Pruebas (quizzes) are to be kept in numerical order. Each

homework assignment will have a small blank in the top right corner for the number 

of the assignment. Otras Cosas (other things) need not be in any order with the

exception of your Friday report. 
FRIDAY REPORTS* are bi-weekly progress reports. They are computer-printed and have all grades up to date, according to what you’ve turned in. Friday reports also rank you according to your overall grade. These reports should be the very FIRST item in the Otras Cosas section and it must be the most current report.
*PARENTS- this is an excellent tool to keep track of your child’s progress. Ask him/her for the report from time to time. They will also be available online beginning in October.


EVALUATION AND GRADING POLICY

Your overall grade is made up of five aspects:  participation/effort/on-time work, 

homework, quizzes, oral evaluations and projects. The participation/effort/on-time 

work aspect is partially subjective, based on my observation of your weekly attitude, 

participation, and effort in class as well as the number of assignments turned in on 

time throughout each quarter. The latter four are based on objective point totals. 

There is usually one oral evaluation close to the end of each quarter. 

Participation/effort/on-time work is based on my opinion of your behavior in class. 

How often you raise your hand to answer questions, how well you work with your

class-/teammates, how well you pay attention and listen to me/others, and how

prepared you are for class each day will be the basis for this part of your grade.

Attitude and turning in homework on time regularly will also be part of the grade. 

Homework – It’s important to practice Spanish as often as possible in various ways. One is the written form and that means homework. I give homework on Mondays, 

Tuesdays, and Wednesdays. I won’t give homework on Thursdays because of quizzes 

and I NEVER give homework on Fridays. Assignments are considered late if they are 

incomplete at the start of class. I will check assignments at the beginning of class.

Blanks earn half credit but only if you complete them by filling in the answer from the

board while we’re correcting. If you don’t turn in an assignment within one week of its

due date, it becomes a zero and can’t be made up. When you have an excused 

absence, you’ll have a week from your return date to turn in an assignment. If it’s 

unexcused, you’ll have only one day. Planned absences are an exception.

Quizzes are usually given on Fridays. Thursdays are homework-free so you can spend 

the time studying for your quiz. Quizzes are worth 30 points and there are about 3 - 5 

quizzes per quarter. 

Oral Evaluations are oral quizzes done one-on-one between you and me. They usually 

cover two or more units and you are always given a set of ten review questions to 

study of which three will be asked of you. You must answer with complete Spanish 

sentences, showing that you understand the questions and can formulate appropriate 

responses. OE’s are worth 30 points each. There is only one OE per quarter.

Projects are usually one- to two-week units in which you work with a partner or a small group of people to create a poster, act out a skit, or perform a dialogue. You are 

usually permitted to choose with whom you will work. You receive a project 

requirement sheet and are given or told about several examples of “A” work from past 

students. Projects will be done three to four times throughout the year and, during 

project work will be assigned. 

TEAMS 

My classroom is divided into five sets of tables. Each set will belong to a team and each Monday, you and your team will rotate clockwise to the next set of tables. Each 

team will have a team name and a team captain. Team captains and co-captains are 

chosen by me by the end of the second week of school by talking to your 6th grade

 teachers to find out about your personalities, work habits, as well as grades. Team 

names are the colors black (Negro), blue (Azul), red (Rojo), green (Verde), and purple 

(Morado). When we play games, all games will be color-coded for your team. You’ll sit 

with your team throughout the year. 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS
Students will be expected to read and comprehend, write clearly and accurately, listen 

actively and speak clearly and think critically in English while attempting to apply 

these same skills in the target language of Spanish. Because of the team format in the 

classroom, students will be working on both personal management and teamwork. 

During projects they will have a chance to incorporate the use of technology and 

learning about a second language and its culture easily encompasses global literacy. 

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS

Due to the fast-paced and lively nature of the class and its games, behavior problems

are rarely an issue in my classes. Students are often engaged, focused, and enjoying

themselves, even while working on homework. My expectations of students are that

they work cooperatively with both myself as well as each other, being considerate of

their classmates while being responsible for their belongings and managing their time 

during class.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at school, 916-5676, or email me at: arojas@pps.net. I’m looking forward to a great year and hope you all are too!

Agaryvette Rojas

