Con Team Unit #1:

What Are the Philosophical and Historical Foundations of the American Political System

Intro: This unit covers a lot of intellectual history. We’ll survey the political traditions of ancient Greece and Rome, the development of limeted constitutional government in England, explore the rational revolution of the 17th and 18th Centeries known as the Enlightenment, and explore the how the Colonial experience shapped the founders political world view.

Assigned Readings: We The People Unit #1, Lessons 1-7, pp.1-55

Sources of the Western Tradition, Plato: Republic(80) Aristotle: Politics (86), Cicero: Advocate of Stoicism(110),Sallust: Moral Deterioration(123), Magna Carta (262), Hobbes: Leviathan(368), Loche: Second Treatise on Government (401), Enlish Dec. Rights (372), Montesquieu: Spirit of the Laws (Handout), Declaration of Independence

Unit #1

Lesson 1



Lesson 2


Lesson 3
Constitution



civic virtue


capitalism

Constitutional Gov.


classical republicanism
city-state

Democracy



consent of the governed
feudalism

“forms of government”

devine right


Judeo-Christian

Limited government


inalienable rights

nation-state

Parliament



natural rights


private morality

Republic



political legitimacy

public morality

Unwritten/written Constituion
pursuit of happiness






Right of revolution






Social Contract theory






State of Nature

Lesson 4



Lesson 5


Lesson 6-7
Common Law



Charter



compact

Magna Carta



constituent


law of nature

Precedent



covenant


sovereignty

Redress of grievances


indentured servant

writs of assistance

Rights of Englishmen


magistrate


checks and balances

Rule of law



Mayflower compact

legislative supremacy

Stare decisis



Suffrage


veto

 Writ of habeas corpus

Approximate Schedule of Lessons

Lesson #1
Classical Political Thought 



Rd: Plato, Aristotle, Sallurst, Cicero



Lecture: Plato, the Soul, and the State



Fishbowl: Classical Republicanism and Natural Rights Theory

Lesson #2
Ideological origins of Constitution: Short Unit Presentations on Lesson2 

Questions, p.18

Rd: Magna Carta, Hobbes, Locke, English Decl, Montesqieu (H.O.)

Lesson #3
Lecture: Early Modern History and the Individual



Rd: Review Lesson #3 pp. 19-26

Lesson #4
Annotated Timeline: British and American Constitutional Precedents 



Asn: Annotated timeline relating major events discussed in Lessons 4 & 5, 

pp. 27-42 to the development of American Constitutional Government

Lesson #5
Toward Revolution: “Taxation Without Representation” Lecture by Prof.

D. Robinson

Asn: Short Unit Presentation Covering Questions p.56

