Unit #1: Getting Started
US History – Lickey

2011-2012

Introduction: This short unit is a bit of catch all meant to start our study of American history with some common knowledge and goals. My hope is that the next few days will help motivate your studies this year as well as make all the different people, places, ideas, conflicts, stories, and developments that we study more coherent. Toward these ends we will read and work with the material in Chapters one through three of your Pursuing American Ideals Text. Topics include historiography (the study of or philosophy of history), the ideals of American political life that we inherit from history and provide for all American’s an abiding national purpose, and some knowledge of American geography against which all the history we study will unfold. In the first days of school I will also teach you the class routines, policies, and standing assignments we will be using all year. I look forward to working with you.

Terms for Note Cards and Exam:

Chapter #1


Chapter #2

Chapter 3
Evidence


Equality

Physical Feature
Primary Source

Rights


Natural Resource
Secondary Source

Liberty


Region
Point of View


Democracy

Fossil Fuel
Historical Interpretation
Natural Rights

Census
Essential Questions:

· Why study history?

· Do the ideals of equality, rights, liberty, democracy, and opportunity unite all American’s?

· How are our ideals in conflict with one another? Which ideals are more important than others?

· How might American geography put its stamp on different eras of history?

Schedule of Lessons:

Lesson #1
First Day of School: Syllabus, Unit Guide, Homework Assignment 

[Asn.]., Standing Assignments, Introduction to Text

HW: Bring spiral notebook + Glue stick + 3x5 note cards to next class session

Lesson #2
Why Study History: Historiography & Motivation 


Read [RD] Chapter 1, pp.5-13


Asn: Note Cards Chapter #1 Terms



Asn: Short Essay, “Why Study United States History?” in NB

Lesson #3
Defining and Discussing America’s Abiding Ideals: Democracy, Rights, 

Equality, Liberty, & Opportunity
Read: Chapter 2, pp. 15-21

Asn: Note Cards Chapter 2 + Placard Notes in Notebook

Activity: Class timeline and representation of ideals.

Lesson #4
American Geography + Cartography Project



Read: Chapter 3, pp.23-33 (mostly maps!)



Asn: Chapter 3 Note Cards



Asn: Pair work: labeling 5 thematic maps in Notebook


Project: making a map of the United States Using Cartesian Plotting.

Lesson #5
Cartography: Drawing and Investing Data Into Your Map of the United

 States

Asn: Complete your hand drawn map project & develop it with the careful 

use of a key with important historical and demographic information.

Evaluation: Project completion, 3 sets of note cards, 3 notebook assignments. Not test for this unit though terms will appear on mid-term and final exams.

