Note Cards

Note cards should be submitted in a envelope affixed to your notebook. Notecards may be used on Unit Exams and Mid-Term or Final Exams. Moreover note cards will be invaluable to you in drafting 4 essays on the pursuit of American ideals throughout the year.

For each term:

1. Write the terms on the blank side of the note card

2. Draw an icon that represents that term in your mind.

a. Icons are not necessarily detailed illustrations

b. Icons should visually represent the “big idea” behind the term, its most defining attribute.

c. Icons may be mnemonic devices that help you remember the term by reminding you of something you are totally familiar with, think rhymes, similes, and other non-historical associations

3. Write the page number of the text where you found the term in the upper right corner of the card.

4. On the lined side of the note card write a definition of the term: who, what, why, where, when…. 

5. Use a power verb (produced, created, developed….) to tie this term back to the broader subject of the chapter  and one of the founding ideals: democracy, equality, rights, liberty, and opportunity

For each chapter:

1. Make a “Theme Card” for each chapter

2. Front is Labeled “Theme Card Chapter #____” at top and highlighted so it stands out in your stack.

3. Front has an icon or illustration that as a single image reflects the greatest body of material in the chapter. Like the picture on the cover of a book that is particularly suggestive of what the book is about….

4. On the reverse side write a one paragraph summary of the chapter. This should explain why this is a coherent organization of historical material. It should address unifying themes, chronology, and briefly explain the most significant factual information.
