The Young Republic

AP US History – Lickey

Intro: “No law of nature guaranteed that the thirteen rebellious colonies would stay glued together as a single nation, or that they would preserve, not to mention expand, their democratic way of life.” During the next few weeks we will study the early political, economic, and diplomatic history of America. It is during this period that the plan for government established at Philadelphia becomes the reality of the American state. Arguably, the first decade of the Republic was the time in which America’s democratic future was most imperiled. The first political parties would form around really important differences in terms of liberal vs. conservative proclivities, the nature of the new nations economy, and alliances with other nations. History is full of examples of short lived republics that fall quickly prey to bitter internal divisions, demagoguery, political chaos, and hence lapse back to authoritarian social forms. That America did not, that political parties formed that were a permanent and stable part of the political landscape, that power could be peacefully transferred between the political parties, and that the system of checks and balances outlined in theory by Madison at Philadelphia could be made to work as intended is a great triumph and worth our attention and understanding. This accomplishment is all the more impressive given the backdrop of extreme political, military, and ideological tension unleashed by the French Revolution and the wars it would stimulate. We will study the war of 1812 as being an important test of the young republic. 1812 was a war that tested the ability of the government to defend the state certainly. It was a war whose causes were at best not rational or a result of coherent policy. But, the nation would emerge from this war with a stronger sense of nationalism that made the Republic’s future infinitely more secure than it had been a generation before.

Required Reading: American Pageant, Chapters10, 11, 12



        American Spirit, Selected Documents



        American Record “the Hamiltonian Miracle”

Terms for Notes and Exam:

Chapter 10



Chapter 11


Chapter 12

Population Trends

Revolution of 1800


War of 1812 +/-

Washington’s Cabinet

John Marshal



Battle of Plattsburgh

Bill of Rights


Judicial Review


Battle of New Orleans

Retained Rights

Jefferson of “standing armies”
2nd War of Independence

Debt assumption

Louisiana Purchase


Washington Irving 

Protective tariff

Pasha of Tripoli


Tariff 1816

“Necessary and proper”
New Orleans

`

American System

“Strict construction”

Burr’s conspiracy


Era of Good Feelings

Whisky Rebellion

Chesapeake



Panic of 1819

Bank of the U.S.

Embargo Act



Missouri Compromise

Jay’s Treaty


War Hawks



McCulloch v. Maryland

XYZ Affair


War 1812 Causes


Andrew Jackson

Alien & Sedition Act

NE in War 1812


Florida Purchase

Vir & Ky Resolutions






Monroe Doctrine

Hamiltonian Federalist

Jeffersonian Democrat

Approximate Schedule of Lessons

Lesson #1
Film: America # 4 Creating a Nation



Rd: “the Hamiltonian Miracle”



Pageant Chapter 10



Asn: Article Review

Lesson #2
Discussion: Alexander Hamilton and the Washington Administration



Asn: Terms List #1 

Lesson #3
 Lecture: Hamilton, Jefferson, and Political Party



Rd: Spirit “Hamilton vs. Jefferson on Pop.. Rule” “Hamilton Defends 

Assumption” “Jefferson vs. Hamilton on the Bank” “Washington’s Farwell 

Address”



Asn: APPARTS & Character Collages
Lesson #4
Discussion: Civil Liberties in Time of War



Rd: Spirit “Pickering Upholds the Repressive Laws” “The Vir.  Legislature

 Protests” “Rhode Island Rebuffs Vir.”

Lesson #5 
Lecture: Presidency of Thomas Jefferson



Rd: Pageant Chapter 11 Spirit “A Briton Recommends Firmness” “A Federalist 

Attacks Embargo”



Asn: TL #2

Lesson #6
Discussion: John Marshal and the Supreme Court



Rd: Spirit “Marshall Sanctions the Bank” “Maryland Editor Dissents” “Marshall 

Asserts the Supremacy of the Constitution”

Lesson #7 
Causes and Consequences of the War of 1812: Lecture



Rd: Pageant Chapter 12 Spirit “Felix Grundy Demands War” “Causes of the 

War” 

“A Boston Paper obstructs the War”

Asn: APPARTS & TL #3

Lesson #8
Discussion: Monroe Doctrine



Rd: Spirit “Clay Champions the L.A. Rev.’s” “Adams is Skeptical” “T. Jefferson 

Turns Pro-British” “Monroe Warns the Europeans”

Lesson #9
Film: America #5 “Gone West”

Exam: MC & FRQ’s  

Provocative Quote: “If I could not go to heaven but with a party, I would not go there at all.” –Jefferson – Is Jefferson’s sentiment well founded and of continuing relevancy?

