The Progressives Era
US History Unit #5
Lickey

Introduction: Consider these effects of rapid industrialization and urbanization: robber baron’s with the best State and U.S. Senators money could buy, huge business mergers that created non-competitive monopolies, huddled masses of immigrants living in overcrowded slums, rapacious resource extraction industries that found forests and mines and left desserts, race relations that were headed in the direction of slavery more than equality for African Americans, and children who labored from a young age and were never able to develop their full faculties in life. In the next two weeks we will look at the “Progressive Era” when so called Progrssives engaged in social and political reforms to address the rank problems in America created by rapid urbanization and industrialization. What were the biggest problems created by rapid urbanization and industrialization? Who were the Progressives? What reforms did the Progressives implement? How effective were the Progressive’s reforms in advancing equality, rights, liberty, opportunity, and democracy in American life? Anweres to these questions and more are yours to learn in the coming weeks.
Read: History Alive Chapters 16, 17, 18

Terms: for Note-cards and Exam
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Provocative Question: Challenged by the problems of rapid industrialization and urbanization; in what ways and to what extent did the Progressives advance our ideals of liberty, opportunity, rights, equality, and democracy at the turn of the Century.
Schedule of Lessons
Lesson #1
