The Gilded Age: Emergence of an Industrial Nation 1861-1900

AP US History – Lickey

Intro: Between 1860 and 1900 the production of Steel in the United States increased over 2000 %. Alexander Bell and Thomas Edison would introduce innovations that would free Americans to organize their lives and business’ without regard to the limitations of space or the most basic rhythm of night and day. Enormous corporations sprang forth organized vertically and horizontally to dominate entire sectors of the economy: John D. Rockefeller’s Standard oil being but one example. This unit will examine the causes and, perhaps more significantly, the consequences of America’s rapid industrialization in the latter 19th Century. The “forging of an industrial nation” would create a new continental nation state, imagined previously only by a hallucinating Alexander Hamilton. Steel meant rails and railroads meant the integration of the plains and Pacific West into the national economy. We will watch a film by Alistair Cook aptly called “Money on the Land.” The bringing of the plains into industrial agricultural production and the flow of mineral wealth from the mining industry in the West would feed, build, and fuel America’s ascent to first place among industrial nations. Questions we will explore include: how did the creation of enormous competition averse corporations impact our public institutions in the late 1800’s or today for that mater; were the business leaders of this era (or today’s CEO’s who earn 400+ times their workers salaries) “robber barons” or captains of industry; how did Jeffersonian democracy die when the nation ceased to be fundamentally an agricultural nation as it did in this period; how did rapid urbanization change the lives of citizens, particularly women, African Americans, and immigrant communities; and of particular poignancy, does the commitment of our nation to industrial capitalism also commit our nation to the pursuit of empire and military hegemony? Provocative questions all, and as we will see, there are good reasons why historians and editorialists use the Gilded Age as a metaphor for our own age.
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Provocative Question: What do you think were the three most significant consequences of the industrialization of the American Economy after the Civil War? Defend your choices?

Lesson #1
Unit Intro: Themes of era, Rapid Industrialization, Urbanization, Imperialism



Rd: Pageant 23



Asn: TL #1

Lesson #2
Lecture + Guided Note taking: Politics of the Gilded Age



Rd: Pageant Chapter 24

Asn: TL #2

Lesson #3
Lecture: Industrialization



Rd: “Blessed Barons” (In class article)

Rd: Spirit –”J.D. Rockefeller Justifies Rebates”, “An Oil Man Goes Bankrupt”,

“Weaver Attacks the Trusts”

Asn: Cases for the Prosecution & Defense @ Marx Ct. of Class Conflict

Asn: DRA

Lesson #5
Lecture: Labor and Capital in the Gilded Age



Rd: The American Record: “Gunfire and brickbats: The Great Railway 

Rd: Strikes of 1977” (Article Review) 

Rd: Pageant Chapter 25

Asn’s: ARA & TL #3

Lesson #6
Lecture: Late Victorian American Social History: Men, Women, and African

Americans After Reconstruction

Rd: Spirit – The Changing Role of Women pp.119-126

Asn: DRA
HW: Jacob Riis’s Photography

Lesson #7
Lecture: Urbanization: Life in the City



Rd: Spirit – “Jacob Riis Goes Slumming” [Bring Spirit!] Fish Bowl in class



Rd: Pageant Chapter 26



Asn: TL #4

Lesson #7
Guided Note Taking: The Populists



Asn: the Populist Platform, the Populist Ticket: Campaign Posters


Rd: : Spirit “The Supreme Ct. Declares Separate is Equal

Lesson #8
Lecture Racism in Red and Black: the Indian and African American



Rd: Pageant Chapter 27



Rd: Spirit - Debate Over Imperialism, pp.177-182, 4 documents

Lesson #10
Discussion and Class Reading: Reaching for Empire or Were Thucydides and

Marx Right?

Asn: Map Activity Fish Bowl

Exam

